Decision Jo. éfﬂ<rffé:

BIFODZ THE RAIIROAD CQIISSION
OF S STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the lMatter of the Application

of the DIPERIAL VALIEY GAS COIPANY, B
a corporation, for yermiszion £0 Apolication No. 6136.
spuy down its »lant a2nd cezase Op-

erating.

BY THS COMIIISSION:
022

This is o applicotion for pormanent abandonment
of cervice as a public utility gas coxpary.

A public rearing was held thereon before Exeminer
Gordon at E1 Centro on the 12tk day of November, 1920.

The evidence shows vhat tre aflalirs of applicant,
Imperisl Valley Gas Company, & cornoration, axe¢ in the hands
of a receiver, and that by reason oFf a lack of funds to pur-
chase necesssry suvplies, thic ntility ceased overations on
or cbout August 13, 1920. The »lant has been shut down

.gontinunonsly since thot time. Efforts to relse funds by

tke sale of receiver’s certificates in the communities of
21 Centro, Imperiel and Zoltville, formerly sexrved oy this
vtility, have veen unsuccescful. Zeretofore, on the 5th
doy of Yoy, 1920, this utility spplied to the Rallrosd Com-
mission (&pvliestion No. 5653), for eathorization to in-
crease rates, or the cliernative relief of authorization
to sbandon operafions. In itc decision upon this amolice-

tion the Commiscion, o1 June 2, 1920, denied autborization

Lle




to abandon, and granted on incresse in ratos which was ex-
pected to produce sulfficient revenue Lfor the compeny's needs.
The evidence chows, however, that this increase in rates aid
not result in increased revenue, many of the consumers having
discontinuned their vetronege.

The only conclusion t0 be rceched 2xon the evidence

is thet this utility, for zome months vrior to its discon-

tinuence of service, wes operating at = loss, and wouwld neces-

sarily contimue to lose money on future oPeratioﬁs unless lerge
expenditures were mede for remewals =nd chenges in equipment.
There 1s no possidility of reguiring odditionsl investment of
capital in this entermrise %0 rehabdbilitate its affeirs. The
apprlication, therefore, saould be grented.

IT IS TE:REFQORZ ORDERED, that applicant, DMPERIAL
VALLEY GAS COMPANY, be, =nd it is hereby, authorized to per-
menently abendon service ac 2 gas corporation, emd that its
proverties at and in the vicinity of =1 Centro, Californisa,
be deemed withdrewn from public utility service.

Dated at San Francisco, Celifornia, this /7 —day

of Januvary, 1l92l1.

Conmissioners.




