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In the Kattexr of the LApplication
of the Board of Supervisors of .
San Joaquin County for permission /
to construct a crossing over the Application Noe 6119« ~<
tracks of the Santa Fe Railroed

Company st Escslon, San Joagquin

County, Celiforniae

lcNoble & Berry, for Petitioners.

Hutter~Hancock & Rutherford dy Johm Hancock,for
Atchison, TopexXa & Sante Fe Railroad Companye

R. C. ¥inor and Arthur L. Levinsky, fox protestants.

MARTIN, CommissionsXs

OPINIORX

Thiz is an Qpplication filed a3 a viewers petition
under Section 2694 of the Political Code, through which authority
is sought to comstruct a crossing at grade across the right of
way, and traciks of the Atchison, Topoks and Ssmta Fe Railway
Company about 972 feet nortowest of the crossing of the railway
with the FParmington Road and on what would be s continunation of the
French Canmp road into Yosemite Avenune in Zscalone

A public hearing was held before Commissioner Martin
at Stockton at which all interested parties were reyresenteds
‘ At the present time the Fremch Camp roed, am east and
weat road, which enters Escelon from the west, turms south at
the section line between sectiors S snd 6, Townshiy 2 South,Range
9 Zast and crosses the single treck main line of the Tidewater
Southern Railwey, runs south for about a quarter of a mile where
it sgain turns at right angles and runs east for a mile waere it

agaln crogsses two tracks of the Tidewater Southern Railway and

after another 550 feet turns northwast and crosses the station
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g;oun&s snd five tracks of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway
Corpany and runs izto gnin & I Streets and the main retail business
portion of Escalone Tho industrial portion of Escalon is situated
oxn tke southwest side of the Santa Fe tracks between the Tidewatex
and Santa Fe rights of wayes

The petitioners desire to have the Fronck Camp road con~-
tinued streight into Escalen parallel to the Tidewater right of
way, doing away witk the crossing of the Tidewater tracks at two
roints and eroscing the single main line tracks of the Santa Fe
outside of Escaloxn, instead of through the yard whick has five
trackee

The crossing of the Tidewater tracks west of town is xno more
hezsrdous than the average crossing except that the sutomobilist
hes to meke a guick rigkt angle turnm across the itrack when cominé
from the west and at the same time keep & sharp lookout for =
wooden culvert waick crogses the highwey Just 2t the turne The
Junction botween the culvert snd tke roadway ia in very poor corow
dition and there ia guite a bumpe The combination of this culvert
and rignt sxgle turn gives the motorist but little opportunity to
watch for carse

The second crossing of the Tidewater tracks is by the depote
The view of the tracks is obstructed to tke north by the derot and

t0 the south by warehousess OQtherwise the crossing 1ls not particular-

1y hazardous as most oL the trains stop here and treverse the crossg-—
ing &t slow speeds For four moxths of the year from two to Lour of
these trzins do rot 3%top &t Escalone

Tae c¢xrossing applied for on the Saxts Fe is in open country
and the view i1s unobstructed except for a line of eucalypitus trees
which run northwest directly away from the rail:oad at the ﬁortherly
corner of the croasinge The owrer of these trees intends to remove
them &nd In that cese the crossing will bBe in the cleare

The Santa Fe 0fficials objected to the installstion of another
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erossing and the diversicn of & portlion of this traffic over their.. ...
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tracks at a differecnt point than the one now used in the yarde They

claim that the new crossing being outside of town will be & high
speed crossing and therefore nore dengerous than the existing crossm
inge The presiding commissioner cannot feel that such is the case,
as the exdsting crossing in Escalon is in a yard of five tracks which
cannot be very well protectoed by an auntomatic fLlagman, while the
proposed croasing over a Single main line track csn ezsily be pro-
tected in that mannere A8 very few treins stop at Escalon the
crossicg iz the yard may also be considered to all practical purposes
& high speed crossing whick is muck more dangerous than the proposed
crossing, a8 the view of the main line is obstructed by warehouses
and'cars standing on the side trackss There is also considerable ~
switcking over the existirg crossing on tke several yard tracks |
which will not occur on the new crossinga From the point of view of
public safety it would seex desirabdle to oren the new road and
shift most of the travel over the proposed crossinge

ObjJectior to the orening of the proposed road was £1led
at the hearing by some twenty property owners of Zscalon and vicinity.
It i8 clsimed by these property owners that no necessity exists‘for
the proposed rocd; that there are salready in existence sufficient
roads to0 serve liscelon; that the proposed road will not do avaf with
any of the existing erossings but will increase the number of
¢rossings by one; that the cost of thé new road will be excessive and
will not benefit more then one-=kalf dozen persomg; that the Eighway
Xairtenance Depsrtment of San Joaquin Cournty has placed the existing
French Camp Rozd ir Class "A" for improvement az part of the Stote
Highway and that the constfuétion of the proposed rosd will destroy
coertain proposed industriess

It is doubtless true that the existing roadways in and about
Bscalon are ample for the present needs and able to handle all
traffic; it is also true thet the prorosed road will not do away
with any of the existing croésings and will establish an additional
On




crbssing. However, g£ood highway engineering-and safety engineering
look to the improvemernt of roadwey aliguments and if the County

of San Joagquin proposes to pave the French Camp road izto Escelon,

‘83 stated by the objectors, the aligmment of the proposed road would

be far better then the existing roade County Surveyor Queil testified

that the shorteming of the distance to Zscelon by the new roed would

seve over $3000 in pevinge The grading of the shorter distance

via the ﬁroposed road should not be any more costly than the ploughe=

ing and regreding of the existing macadam roade The County Surveyor

testified further that in case travel greatly increased on this

road & sudbway could be easily constructed at the site of the

propogsed crossing amnd that the building of & subway at the existing

crdssing of the Santa Fe Yards would be impracticel if not impossible,
The presiding cOmmissioner can readily appreciate the

point of view of those living or owning property on the present road

which would be left unimproved if the new road were ovenmed and he

can also eppreciate the desire of those owning property along the

proposed road to rave it openeds The deéires ofvfhese two sots of

locel people offset eack other as both cexnot be satisfied by a

decision in either directione. The Commissiorer is forced to go furw

ther and consider the welfare and safety of the gqneral public and

the highway travel ac & wholee Suck & point of view leasds hiz to he-

lieve that the proposed road is more desirable than the existing

roed but that it should no%t be opened urless the French Camp road

is paved by tke county and should remain closed until that timee

He believes that the application should be grented dut sobject to

those two coznditions and not otherwise, and therefore recommends

the following form of order:




County of Saxn Joeguin, having applied ﬁo the Commission,
through & viewer’s petition, for authority to open & crossing at
grade across the tracks of the Atchison, Topeka & Sante Fe 2ail~
way about 972 feet, moxe or less, nortawest of the crossiag of
the railway with the Fermington Road, on wiat woald e & coantinuas
tion of the French Camp rosd into Yosemite Avenue in Escalon, &
pubiic nearing having been held and the Commission being fully
apprised in the premises and of the opinion thet the application
should be granted, subject to cortain conditions and mot other-

wise,

IT? IS HEREBY CRDERED, that the County of Sen Joaquin de

and the sameé heoredby is granted permission o construct & crossing
at grade about 972 feet, more or less, north-westerly of the
crossing of the Sants Fe railway with the Fermington road as de=
geribed in the application subject to the Lollowing conditions
and not otherwisee

(1) The crdssing shall not be established until such a
time as the County of Sen Joaquin decides to0 pave the French Camp
road and orders said paving dones

(2) The erossing when established shall be protected by
axn antomatic flegman to Dbe instalied at the expense of the comnty
avd meintained thereafter by and at the expense of the Atchison,
Topeka & Sante Fe Railway Companye

(3) The entire expense of constructing the cro sing shall
be boxme bdY aprlicante

(4) The cost of maintaining the crossing theresfter in good
ﬁnﬁ £irst~class condition for the safe and convenient use of the
public up fo within two (2) feet of tke rails of The Atcnisoxn,Topeka
& Ssnta Fe Railwey Company shall be borne by the applicante




(5) The stchisosn, Topeka & Senta Pe Reilway Company shall
maintein said crossing across its tracks and to a distance of two
(2) feet outside thereof.

| (6) Said crossing shall be comstructed of a width not less )
than twenty-four (24) feet, with grades of approach not exceeding
two (2) per cent; shall be protected by an sutomotic flagman and
& suitable crossing sign and ghall in every way be made safe and
convenient for the passage thereover of vehicles and other road
traffice

(7) The installation of said crossing shall be made withe
in one year from the date of this order unless further time is

granted by suteeguent order hereln and unless so completed within
the time specified the authorization herein granted shall lavse
and become Toide |

(8) The Commission shall be notified in writing of the
completion of the installation of éaid crossing , within thixty(30)

days thereafteres
(9) The Commission reserves tihe right to make such further

orders relative to the location, construction, operstion, main-
tenence and protection of said crossing as to it may seem right
and proper, and will revosxe its permission if, in its judgment,
the public convenienco and necessity demand such actione

The foregoing opinion and order are hereby approved and
ordered filed as tne opinion and order of the Rallrosd Commission
of the State of Californise ,

N
Dated &t San Francisco, Californis, this ,;Zéf\?* day

of January, 1l92le
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