
Decision No.! S ? (. 

BEFORE !rRE 3ArraO.Al) C01£:ISSION OF TEE STATj:~ OF C.ALIFOPJJIA. 

-000-

In the Ma.tter of the In- ) 
stalla.tion o~ Safety 51g- ) 
nals a.t Grade Crossings· ) 
wi thin the 01 ty !.imi ts of ) 
Lindsay 9 Coanty ot !I!ulare. ) 
State of Ca11tornie. ) 

Case lio. 1472. 

C. '.1. :Braswell.for the City of Z,1ndsay. 
A. J. Rowe. for the ~ndsay Chamber of 

Comc.erce. 
FrD.nk B. AUst1ll~ for the Soc.thern Pacific 

ComplUlY. . 

~~~» Commissioner: 

OPINION ------.-

~a proceeding is the outgrO\"/th of several 1nfon:.a.l 

compla.ints registered by ~e Board of Tr~8tees o~ Lindsay. the 

~dsay Ch~bor of Co.cmerce and by several citizens with the Com-

mission in regard to the dangerocs co~d1tions at the grade cross-
ings 01" the several streets in that town with the tracks 0:£ the 

Southern Pa.c1:£ic Company. 

The C~ission. on its own motion, ordered an investiga-

tion into the matter of establ1aaing safet~ signals or other pro-

tection on these crossings, and in connection with this ~Test1ea

tion held a hearing a.t Ltndssr on September l4~ 1920. 

~he:re are four eros sineS Wi thin the c1 ty l1m1 ts of Lindsay. 

Co~encing at the north end of the town they are in order~- at 
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Eucalyptas Avenue ~ Renose. Street ~ Eonolul1a. Street and LeWis Street. 

!rhe Eacs.~tus Avenue Cra:: sing is over five tracks am 
a switch. ~he view o~ the railroad track to the north trom both 

sides of the crossing is obsc~red by trees up to the edge ot the 

r1ght of way w~ch 1s fifty ~eet fro~ the center of the ma~ l1ne. 

~e View to the soath is o~en trom both sides of the 

track. ~his road was formerly the main coantry road to the west of 

the town bat traffic has been diverted to Hermosa Street.' on ac-

count of the narrow right of way and obstructed view to the north. . 

an automatic :flagman shoc.ld be installed.. Eucaly:pta8 Street is 

not paved.. 

Re4mos&Street is the most important street crossing the 

tracks. It is paved and crosses foar traCks including the ~ 

line on the east side of the right of way and five pack1ng-house-

yard tracks on the west side of the railroad propert7_ !rhis cross-
ing is traveled extensively by school children and throogh 8.Q.toc.obile 

trs.!fic. It shoald be give~ additional protection as the view is 

blocked on the east side by warehouses and on the west side by . 

sta.nding oars do.rizlg the sh1ppi%l8 season. ~h1s crossing was for-

merly protected by a haman flagman daring the shipping season but 

he was removed daring the period of Federal centrol and not re-

placed. This crossing shoeld be protected by an slltomatic flag-
man and the haman fl~ replaced from November 15th to Jana&ry 

15th and from March 15th to Jaly 15th of each year. 

Honolulu Street is a paved street crossing the railroad 

soath of the depot. ~~e view is obstracted on all ~our corners 

by warehouses. There are foar tracks on the east side of the 

right of war ~d five tracks on the west side. !his is not a 

very imPortant street as it is paved only a short distance west of 
the ra.1ll"oad.. All trains stop at the station and croas Honolulu 
Stroet at 8~OW 8pood ~th the exeo~t1on ~erha~s o~ an oCC5$ional 

It. should have ~urther protection ~ the 
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shape of an alltomatic flagman .. 
Lewis Street. the most southerly cross1~. was opened at 

the request o~ the City under Dec1eion 2320 rendered APril 2l. 

1915. Since that t~e conditions have materially changed at the 

cr08s1~g which has bocomo ver,y dangeroas. It has been the scene 

of one very bad accident and one other accident. Under the cir-

cumstances it would se~ that the neCe8$ar~ protect1on should be 

pa1d by the City as the croasing was made pa.blic on its a.pplication. 

It 18 a hard crossing to :protect~ as all the yard tre.clca bunch 

together at this point. It should be protected by an autanatic 

flc.gman. 
~e engineering department o~ the Co.=c1ssion considered 

the crossings in L1nd~ extremely hard to protect on account of 
the namber of storage tracks whi~ could not be connected up with 

alltomatic flagmen but the test1:lony shows that pract1e&l17 nO 

sw1tceinS is done on these tracks do.riDg the da.:r time when most 

of the tra.vel oecere. ~be City Trustees.were of the op~on 

that automatic flsg=en woald be satisfactory ~der sllch conditiona. 

so they will be ordered installed. On account of the great growth 

in income derive'd by the railroad company ~om the fruit "bus1nea8 

at Lind.say. 1~ can very well afford to protect the hazardous 

crossings. 

ORDER ...- ... -..-..--

The Commission having on its own motion institated an 

investigation of crosz1ng eondit1~8 on the southern Pacific ~e 

throagh the Ci t~ of Lindsay 9 ~!llare County ~ California., 8. public 

hearing having been held and the Commission being of the opinion 

that additional protection is necessary, 

IT IS ~REBY ~~BRED that the SOllther.n Paci~ic ComP&n7 
shall inste.ll an atltomatic flagman (not a remodeled locomotive 
bell) to protect a8 many tracks as can be reasonably worked oat 
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at each of the following streets; Eacalyptlls Avenae,. Re:rmosa 

Street, Honolllln Street and Lewis Street. AutomatiC flagmen 

shall Do installed at the "exponse of the Soothern Pacific co~~any 

with the exception of the one at Lewis Street. which shall be in-

stalled at the exPense of the City of I.1ndsay. All of the an-

tomat1c flagmen shall be maiAtained by am at ~he expense o:f tho 

Socthern Pscific Company. 

The 1nstallation of said tlagmen shall be made w1t~ 

S1xty (60) days :from the date of this order,. and the Comm.1sssion 

shall be notified in writing of the eo=pletion of the installation 

of sa1d flagmen wi thin thirty (30) da.ys thereafter. 

It i~ farther ordered that Hermosa Street be farther pro-

tected by a haman !lagman from November 15th to January 15th ~d 

from March 15th to Jllly 15th of ae.ch yee:r,. to be :paid !"or by t:oe 

Soathern Pacific Comp~. 

The ~orego1ng op1nion and order are hereby approved and 

ordered :filed as the op1n1on and order of the Railroad Commission 

of the State of California. 
"::\- 1 f "L.":!' ~ , "- da'~ Dated at Sell .I:!",-allcisco, ca 1 orma, t~s ~eS~c,:::..-_ " 

of J'anllar:r,. 1921. 


