Decision No. fé >0

BEFORE TZ2 RAIIRO0AD CQLIISSION
OF THE SRATE OF GLLIFCRNIA

In the Matter of the Application
of the COUNTY OF FRESNO, in tae
State 0f California, for a permit
t0 construct and maintain 2 publio
highway crossing over the right of
way tracks of The istenison, Topeka
& Santo Fe Railroad Coxpany near
Presno, Fresno:County, Californie.

Apolication No. 6022.

e N T o N T T S M

Rey 7. Eays, Lor County of Fresno.

James Gallagher, for Atchison, Tovein
& Sante Fe Railroed, Protestant.

BY TEE CQOUSSION:

OPIIYIONXN

The County of Fresmo applies f£or antaority to

comstruct a vublic highway crossing at grade over the

4racks of The Atchison, Topeka cnd Semta Fe Railway Com-

pany nesr Fresmo as & pert of the proposed imnrovement
of University Aveaue.
A vublic hearing upon the application was held

by Exeminer Westover 2t fresno.

Blockstone Avenue is onme of the rrincipal north
and south axteries of travel o =nd from Fresno, and is the
only paved street in the viecinity. The territory to the
west of 1t in thne vicinity of the proposed crossing 1¢

gubdivided residence territory:; +the nrodperty to the east
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of 1t is not developed or subdivided, bdut is used Ior
vineyerd end ranch purposes. The Ssnta Fe tracks ia the
vicinity of the proposed crossing extend northwest end
southeast, the point of the proposed crossing being about
500 fect west of Blgokstone Avenune. There are crossings
now at MeXinley Avemme and Weldon Avenue, which are but
about one—fouﬁh 0% a nmile epexrt, with the proposed Uni-
wversity Avemme crossing about midway between them. All
three crossings are at grade and in open, level countrye.
The principal reason sdvanced for the desire %o
construct 2 third crossing is thet Univorsity Avenue is
t0 bo widened and parked, and it is desired to use it 28
s convenien:t end imposing apvroach to the State Jormal
Sechool west of the railroad tracks, and to the High School

+wo Dblocks farther west. Pupils attending the Norral
School from the territory to the north reach it over the

Weldop Lvenune croasing, and approach the school from the
TOAT.  Those aporoaching {rom the sounth or southesest use
the more dangerous McXinley Avenueé crossing to the south,
or, for greater safely, use the Meldoy Avenme crossing to
the north, end approacz the school from the rear instead
of from the front.

The McXinley Averme crossing, the goutherly one
of the two vresent crossings, is surrounded by bduildings
~and 1s very hezardons becanse of obstruction to view and
the hendling of trains from the interchange track msed in
copnection with the IFresno Interurtan line's track on
MeKinley Avenue and crossing Blackstone Avenue.

The rsilroad compaly plang %o construct during

the year ¢ possing trock over University and Weldon

Avenues, end a spur track Lor ~n tndunetry to be located
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betweon YcKinley and Weldon Avenues on the east side of
its right of way. These two additional tracks will ma-
terially increase the hazard to gafety ot the provposed
Univeorsity Avenue crossing. The use oL tho provosed route
noxrtherly on Blackstone iLvenue and westerly on University
Avenue to the Normal School and Zigkh School would require
crossing tho tracks on Blackstonme Averze at a point about
300 feet south of McXinley Avenue, and agein crossing them
at University Avenue. The present route to ani from
Fresno requires crossing the tracks twice whether the Wel-
don or MeXinley Averme crossing be used. A far safer route
for approack from the soutk would be to tura to the west
from Blecksitone Avenue on Zome Avenue Jjust before crossing
the tracks on Ble.clc.stone Avenue, continuing west to Del Marx
Avenue (wnica is soon %0 be opened), and thence north to
Tniversity Avenue at a point just east of the Normsl Schodl.
This route conld be greatly shortened, however, by constiruct-
ing & road about 500 fect long, adjoining the railway right
of way on the southwest, which would commect Blackstone
Avenue with MeXinley Avenuce and avoild 21l crossings in travel-
ing to and from F:roéno. The route would be £till Lurthex
shortened by extending the road or street University
Avenue. ' |

Because 02 the incressing hezexds to the traveling
pudblic at grade crossings, sdditional crossings should pot
bYe opemned iz the absence of a sitrong showlng ol public con=-
Tenience and necessity. The evidence, in our judgment, does

not justify the establishment of the proposed crossing, un-

1eés the i&c.’&inley Avenune crossing be closed.
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A public heering baving been neld upon tke
above application, it being submitted 2md now ready for
decision,

IT IS EERSBY (RDERID, that the County of Fresmo
be, and‘ it is hereby, gran‘.:ea vermission to construct a
crossing upon Universiiy Avexzue at grads across the tracks
0f The Atchison, Topeks and Santa Fe. Reilway a3 showa on
the map atieched to the application, bus subject to the
following conditions, and not otherwise: .

1.- The dengerous crossing ot McXinley Avenue is
to be abandomed and closed to public trevel and MeXin-
ley Avenue is to ve connected with Blzckstone Avenue
by roads or sureets adjacem to and west of the right

oL way of the railroad.

2.- The en%tire expense 0Ff constructing the cross-

ing shall be borme by the applicent.

3.= The cost of meintaining the crossing there-
after in good amd first-class comdivion for the safe
and convenienmt use of *he public uwp to within two feet

of the reils of The Atchison, Topekn and Santa Fe Rail-
way Company shall be borne by +he anpliocant.

4.— The Atonison, Toveka and Santa Fe Railway

Company shall meintain said crossing across its trecks

and to = distamce of two foet oubside thereof.
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5.~ Said crossing shall be constructed of 2 width
not less than twenbty-Zfovxr feet, with grades of apyproach
not exceeding four ver cent; shall be protected by a
suitable crossing cign, and shall In every way be made
safe snd convenient for the passage thereover of venic~-

1es apd other road traffic.

6.- The Commission roserves the right to make
such'further orders rclative o the location, con-
struction, operation, maintemanco and vrotection of
said crossing as to it may seem right and propex, and
will revoke its permission if, in its judgment, the

public convenience and necessity demand such action.

7.- The inssallation of said crossing shall be
made within ome year from the date of this order un-
less further time is granted 0¥ subsequent order here-

jm, apd wnless so completed within the time specified

the authority nerein granted shall lapse and become

voids

S.- The Comniscion shall be notified in writing
02 the completion ol the installation of sald crossing

within thirty days thercafter.

Dated 2t Son Francisco, Colifornia, this 2/ L

day of Februery, 1921.




