
In the Y.atte~ o~ the ~pl~c~tion 
0'1: CCU1"TY OP R!YERS!DE f: 0= ~hc !::.-
st~lation of ~ grcde crossine on 
th.o :r.a.i:l county ~isilwQ.Y fr~ !I~eccD. 
to Blythe ~f the ~in track of ~h.e 
So~t~crn Pacific Compar~ at Yecc~, 
Cs.lifornh: ... 

Applicatio:l No. 5073. 

Loyal C. Kclle/. Diotrict At~o:ney 
for .AJ)plic~nt. 

Frank B. A~ati~. for Southe~ P~cific 
Co:npo.ny • 

BY TEE CO~I SS! ON. 

o p o N 

By the aoove applic~tion, the County of ?~veraide seeks 

per.:ission to cross at grade t~e tracks of: the Sout~er= Pacific 

systoc i~ connection ~ith thc ~~=aighteni~e of the ~in·county 

highway fro: Mecca to Blythe, extending alo~ the nor~h line of 

Sections 17 and 18 ~~~ ovcr First Street.in the town of Mecca. 

It ,roposes to ~bendon ~e existing crossing about 9~1 feet to 

A p~blio hearing upon the a~plicat10n was held at River-

3io.e by :E:xa:nincr ~estover. 

The high~~y w: .. ic:i t::c.e county desi res to st=a.ighten is 

part of a pave~ higzway to be built !ro~ Elyt~e t~rough Mecca to 

and lying abo1.:.t :to!' ve =iles ~o tbe ... rc3t of the ro.ilroa,d anc!. ~ar-

sllel ':Vith « ... ... .... At a ~oint about 920 teet west 0: the railroad. 

.llong the west line 0: Section 8 t 0:'060 i:::J.g o'ror t.he railroa.d 



track3 which extend north~est and $o~theast. ~~ tu~s with a 

sh.<lrp az:gle sO"J.-;:b.~G.stcrl.::, paro.llclir.g tb.e :-cil::-oac.. 

The propoced crossing ~ould cross the ct~tion grounds 

of the Southern P~cific Co~pa~ at an ar~lc of ~bout f1ft7 de-

grecs, and extend directly thro~ the frei~t houce ~~d two 

bunk housee~,~hich, ~it~ ot~e~3. would nave to be moved or re-

constructed if the crossi~g is o~ened. The relocation of the 

~reiznt house would nece03i~ate the ~ovine ot the house track 

and the crossover to the north of itt to place these f~cilitie8 

in the s~~c relative position to the freight ho~se whioh the,y now 
occu,y. The new locatio~ for t~e freight house is about 425 

feet west of t~e present lo~tion. The :-ailroad cocp~~ esti-

:nated the cost of these irnprove:tel:ts at $8,000.00,' 3.$ tollows: 

Relocate freight house ..••••••..•• ~ 
Reloc~te one b~-~ouse •••••.••.•• 
Const :"Uct One ne"G ":r.:.nk-ho"..lse, 

16' X 40' ....... 4 •••••••••••••••• 

600.00 
75.00 

Relocs.te ;S ca.r-'oo~' bur.k .. 
~ouse3 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

:\elocatc ~oo::' llouse ............... '. 
Relocate five $wi~c~os •••••••••••• 
Relocate 1000 feet 0: t~a~< ..••..• 
Con$t~ct dr:veway to !reight 

house, 2400 eo. ft. • ............ . 
I~prove c~03sir.i •••••••••••••••••• 
?eloc~te.and re~e~ bell ........... . 

92:5.00 

120.00 
30.00 

700.00 
• 1650.00 

2000.00 
1300.00 

600.00 

$8000.00 

T~a ensi~eerine depa~tment ot the qO~13$ion has gone 

o~er t~e ~etailed estL~~tes sub~itted by the railroad co~pany ~d 

estimatec the cost at aoout $5700.00. ':he ~rinci:?al changes are 
in the cost of 2400 s~~~re feet o~ 4" gravel drivew~y, the relo-

cation of four switches inste.;::.d 0: !'ive, and the con8trJ.ct~.o::. of 

a new bur~ house. 

As the i~p~cv~ent$ are ~eGired by the co~ty for the 

puolic convenience and as the r~ilroad company wo~d not benefit 
. b·" of:' ""\.0 _... -~ ",," ~ t .. ., .... i it III s:nyway y .. !le mOVlne; 0... .. .. e c.o.;,I) ... n$ 3.!:.a. ... ::3 • aCl.l ... ea, 

-2-



oountry with ~o obet~~otion3 to the view within two hundre~ teet 

of tho roe.d.way. :=.h.e view of t.he ra~lro~·,a. traok to the west 1s 

entirely ~ob8t:ruoted for 8 long dist~~oe. the v10w to the east 

~or the full wi~th o~ th~ t~c ~undrea ~oot right ot way_ 

A tr~f:ic c~eck ~or twenty-fou: hours, Ootober 12, 1920~ 

showe~ 119 automobiles? 20 othor vehioles. and 30 ~rains passing 

o1'er th~' orossing? tb.~ t=t.ins :passing at :>.n average speed o':!:' 25 
/. 

milec per hour. O£ thes~, 17 etopped at ~e»oa, 5 took the S1ding~ 
~d one was out for the orossing. 

=he pro~osed crossi~g is in es muoh ~ore dangerous 10-

c~tion th~~ the existing crossing. ~on appro~ching it from 

the west, tAe view is obsoured to the sou~h by a group of seotion 

Ouildings and water tanks e~=ounded by trees, and to the north 

by e water loading rack, a long line of ~.ter cars, a line ot 

trees shaaing them, ~~ elso by s second group of section bUild-

ings. When $.~proachine the orossing !roc the east, the view to 

tho north would be somewhat obstructed by th~ freight house snd 

car boa~ seotion houses ena to the south oy a f=ui~ packing house. 

~he existing orossing is much to be preferred i'rom the standpOint 
of safety. 

Unae:' a.ll of the ci:'cumstenoes, we conolude that the 
~pplication Should be ae~ied. 

County of Riversiie having ~~plied to the CO~1ssion 
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for permission to cO~3t:uct a c~ossine ~t sra~e across the tracks 

of -:.he So'.:.'~her::. Pa.ci:'ic Co~?an~r on t21e north line of section 17 

'1'. 7 S. t R. 9 E. Olt UCcca :l-~' to e.oandon th.e ~xizt1:lg crossing 

~bo~t 930 feet to the nortri, as eho~ on t~e ~p acco~panying tAe 

application; ~ ~~blic ~ea~i~ having been held ~pon ~e aoove a~-

plication, Me!. it appea.rine frol:l the e'":id.encc sUbmitted. that the 

applic~tion should be denied, 

IT IS HEREBY O~~~ t~t the above deecribed app1ica-

tion be and it is hereby denied. without prejudice. 

Com=issioners. . 


