In the Matter of the Applicotion )

of CCUNTY OF RIVERSIDE for the in-

stallation of o grade crossing on

the main county 2igoway from Mecca Application No. 5073.
T0 Blythe of tune main track of +ue

Southern Pacific Company at Necca,

Californicz.

Loyad C. Kelley, District Attorney
for Appilcans.

-

Tranx B. Avatin, for Southnern Daclific
Company.

37 THEZ COMMISSICX.

0P

y the above applicatioxn, thc Couzty of Riverside seeks
permission 40 ¢ross at grade sue tracks of 4he Soutiers Pueifl
syswem in connection with the straightening of ike main county
higaway frox Mecca to Blytne, extexnding aleng the north line of

!
Sectiong 17 and 18 and over First Street.in +ne town of Necca.
It proposes te¢ abendox the existing crozsing about 931 feet to
the nortuwest. ¢l tae prepossd crossing.
A publiic hearing upon the application was neld at
side by Zxaminer Testover. -

\)

The highway whiga the county desires t¢ stralighten is

part of a paveld highway to ve built from Blythe through NMecca o

t2e State Highwoy. connecting Loz Angeles, Riverside and Ywuma,

and lying about five miles 1o tiae weat of the railroad and par-

2llel with i%, 2 int atout 920 feet west of the railroad,
toe county highavway turns at right angles Yo the norii and exitends

aLong the west line of Section 8, crossing over <he railrozd




tracks which extend nertiwest and scutheast, and tures with a

sharp angle soutieasterly, paralleling the »gilroad.
The proposed crossing would cross ihe station grounds
of the Soutkern Pacific Company at en angle of zbout fifty cde-
grees, and exvend directly through the freight house’and two
buxk houses,, which, witk otzers, would have %o de zoved or
congvructed if the crossing is opened. The relocaticn of
Treight house would necessiiate 4he moving of the house track
and the crossover to the north of it, to place these facilities

in the same relative position %o the freight house which they row

oceuny. The new location for 4he freight house is about 425

feet west of thae present locztion. The railroad company esti-
Mmated the cost of these improvements ai $8,000.00," as follows:

Relocate freight house............ & 600.00
Relocate 0ne DUK=20USCeecensensnn 75.00
Construct one new hunk-nouse,

16T X 40T, eireentencnncnccansnne ©25.00
Relocate 5 car-vody bunke

houses.'.QO....l...l....".l.... lzo.oo
Relocatt 400l OUGCiacecnseonoseas 30.00
Relocate five SWitChOSeeeveeoenon. 700.00
Relocate 1000 feet of £78CX....... * 1650.00
Constxuchy driveway to freight

house, 2400 2g. T4, ceeeennveae. 2000.00
IZPIoOve Cro86ingeecaraiecesceneess 13C0.00
Relocate. and remew Pell..ceen vuen. 600.00

$8000C.cC

The engineering department of thre Comzizsion has gone
over tae detailed estimates submitied by the railroad company and

«

estimates the cost a4t avousr $55700.00. The princiyal changes are
in the cost of 2400 square feet of 4" gravel drivewsy, the relo-
cation of four swiitches instead of five, and thue construction oF
a new bunk aouse.

A0 the imprevemenis are desired by the county for ihe
public convenience and as the ruilroad comvany wduld not venefit

in eny way by %tae moving of the crossing and itz facilities, it




would sppesr thet the costs shewld ve psid by the coumniy.

leztimony shows that the present crossing Is in open
country with ne obstructions o the view within two hundrei feet
of tho roadway. The view of the reilrosd +rack to the west is
exntirely urovsiructed for & long distence. the view to the esst
is somewhat obstructed by station owildings, trees end water cars
Zor the full width of the twe hundred foot ribnu ot way.

4 treflic creck Tor twenty-four hours, October 12, 1920,
showed 119 sutomobiles, 20 other vehicles, and 30 trains passing
ofer vhe crossing, the treins possing at an sversge speed of 25
mileg per hour. Of these, 17 stopped st lemca, 5 took the siding,
end one was cut for the crossing.

The proposed crossing is in s much more dangerouws 1o~
cation than the existing crossing. Whon svproscaing it from
The west, the view is obscured to the soutk dy a group of section
ouildings and water tanks surrounded by trees, and to the north
by & water loading rack, 2 long line of water cexrs, 8 line of
trees chading them, &nd 2130 by 2 second group of section build-
ings. Vhen approaching the crossing from the east, the view to
tho north would be somewhat obstructed by the freight house and
car body section houses end to the soutz oy a fruit packing house.
The existing crossing is much %o be preferred Trom the standpoint
of safety. |

Undexr all of the circumstences, we conclude that the

application skhould be denied.

Lz

County ¢of Riverside having avplied to the Commission

-3 -




for permission to comstmuct a crossing ot grade across the tracks
of ihe Soutkhiern Pacific Comran rorta line of section 17
T- 7 8., R. 9 E. at MNecca and vo ebandon the exisiing croseing
arout 93¢ feet to the noxthn, as showzn on the map accom Tpanying +ae
application; a »public hearing having been held upon thae adove a3~
plication, and it appearing from the evicdence submitted that the
application sikould be denied,

IT IS EZREEY ORDERED that the above degerided applica-

tion be and it is hereby denied, withou: prejudice.

f&*ed at San Frenciseco, Californiaz, +his Z/W
of -"ie-ru-—Tl‘Qzl
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Commissioners.




