Decision No.ﬁ 22.

BEFORE THE RATIIROAD COMMISSION OF TEHE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.:
0000000

In the Matter of the Application of the )

Comnty oL Sen Matso for a crossing right )

at the termination of Market Street on thn)Applica.tion No. 6322,
Southern Pacific Company®s right of way ; )

Colma, San Mateo County .

for
J. P. Davis,/County of San Mateo and Colma

Improvemsnt Cluba
H. W. Hobbs for Southern Pacific COmpany.

RY THE COQISSION:
OPINIOR

In this spplication the Coumnty of San Mateo ssks
permission to make an excavation or tunnel under the tracks o:f

Southern Pacific Company at Colma, such tunnel to permit

Market Street in the?fncox:porated city of Colma to be continued

by reason of a subway underneath the tracks of the Southern
Pasific Company, Market Street at the preseat time terminating
at 1ts intersectlion witnh the right of way of the Southera
Pacific Company.

 fhe Commission on Decomber 20, 1920, issued its order
to the Southerm Pacific Company to show ceuse , if any, it had,
why the application herein shomld not be grantéd and a public
hearing on the spplication and oxder to show cause WwasS col~ |
ducted by Examiner Hardford at Colma on January 24, 1921, at
which time the matter was duly subnitted and is now ::eé.d.y for
decisione




The tracks of the Southern Pacific Company, undex
which the crossing is proposed to be established at Market
Street, Colma, are those of the San Francisco=-San Bruno Branch
formerly constituting the main line of the coast division of the
Southern Pacific Company entering San Francisco. These tracks
are practically exclusively used for freight sexrvice but one
local passenger train being operated in eack direction daily.

At the point of the proposed undergrade crossing where Market
Street intersects tbe railroad xright of way, there are two
tracks located on the embankment some ten feet above the level
of Market Street.

At the hearing on this proceeding, attorney f£or the
Southern Pacific Company steted that the company was not in
position to make snswer to the order to ‘show cavee by reason of
the limited data contained in the gpplication that the necessity
for a subway at this point had not been shown, that no plans
or specifications had been presented to ensble the Southern
Pacitic Company to determine what character of structure was
contemplated or desired end that , in the abseance of such
detalled data, plans, or specifications, the Southern Pacifiec
Company had no method of determining the cost of the yproposed
congtruction aAd could not therefore answer the order to show
cavse because it had ne advice enabling even a.n.app:coxima.te
determination of tihe expeanses which the Southern Pacific Company

would be required to assume and in view of such position it was

decided thst applicant should present its testimony to supple-
ment and amplify the spplication heretofore filed in this pro-
ceeding. '

Attorney for gpplicant stated that what was desired
at the present time was the authority of the Railrosad Commission
to establish the propoged undergrade oro=eing; it being intended,
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should such right be granted, to proceed with the formation of
an assessment digtrict; suck diafriat to meet such expense as
wornld be apportionmed by the Commission as that to be borne by
the public in comnection with the establishment of the propomed
wndergrade crossing. It was the opinion of the attorney for
applicant that the railroad shomld be required: to pay one~half
.- the expense bdut that,‘if suck apportionment was not made by the
Commission, one~-guarter of the expense would be considered
satisfactory although even in the event thet the Commission
decided that the railrosd was not to be burdened with any of the
costy it was still the desire of the applicant to vproceed with
the proposed undergrade drosaing and that the order of tke Com-
rission was desired suthorizing the establishment of the crossing
by the proposed separation of grade. '

gs to the necessity for the proposed umdergrade _
crossing, applicent slleges tkat counsiderable congestion
exists at the Washington Street crossing located about 700 feet
soutk of the p&0posed Market Street crossing and also congestion
existed on San Pedro Street located some 900 feet south of the
Market Street crdssing; San Pedro Street being the main highway

leading toward the ocean. The nearest crossing to the nortk from

the proposed Mh:ket”Street crossing is at School Street, some
1300 feet from Market Street. wWitnesses for applicant stated
that, during the vegetable shippingvseason waich is some five or
gix montng in the yesr and divided sbout equally between the
early spring and late suzmer, Washington Street was subject to a
congestlion and blockage by teams and trains so that it is
impassable. It is steted that this congestion is caused by
vehicles walting their turn to discharge thelr loads at the
packing houses and by the switching of the Southern Pacific




treins across the street. These witnesses were of the belief
that the installation of s subway at Market Street would relieve
the congested conditions by offering an alternate route and it
is stated that there are spproximately 1,000 people living west
02 the Soutkern Pacific tracks that would be benefited dy the
establishment of the proposed undergrade crocsing.

Mr. T. L. Hickey, Supervisor of San Mateo County, in
whose district Colums, a.nu/i_nco:pore.ted town is located; stated
that the matter was a local ome and tkat ke, as supervisor,
could not gpprove of the county apportioning a part of its
general fund for the proposed subway ard thet his attitule re-
garding the expense was slgo that of the board of supervisors of
San lateo Countye.

Witnessea foxr the Southern Pacific Company deny
that congeetio;:l exists particulerly as regards the blocking of '
tne crossings at Washington and San Pedro Streets. aUr. W He “

Phelps, assistant division engineer of the coast division of

the Southern Pacific Company, testified that, while he was
unaware as to the details of the subway crossing contemplated
or desired by the County of San Mateo, he was of the opinion
that the proposed undergrade crossing wonld cost né't: less than
$30,000.00 and that the present method of egress and ingress
from the north to packing houses located on the east side of
ths Southern Pacific tracks would be eliminsted if the proposed
wndergrade crossing were to be installed.

After careful cozsideration of all the evidence and
gtatement of counsel offered at the nesring on this proceeding,
it appears that this is a matter which can not at the present
time be f£inally determined aa the County of San Mateo,; applie
cant in this proceeding, ia on record through thae supexrvisor

in the district including Colms, to the effect that it is
sl




uawilling t0 use the county funds Lfoxr the construction of a
subway, teking the position that the matter is a local one
which is not of genersl interast or benefit to the county of
San Mateo. Taue Southern Pecific Compary contends that it can
ot satisfactorily azswer the matter until it has definite
Imowledge of what was proposed by the county of San Mateo and
as to what will be the cost ¢f the proposed Improvement; that
no plans, spécificaxiona or estimates of cost have been filed
and no opportunity is thexefore present for any interested
party to present objections or specific approval of what may
be proposed. There is, however, a very genersl deuand for
the eataﬁlishment of the proposed undergrade crossing and as
the comnsel for gpplicant, who also represented the Colma Im-
provement Club, definitely stated that it is intended to form
an assessuent district to provide the necessary funds to meet
the expense of the proposed uadergrade crossing it may be
possible fLor the parties in interest to work out a solution
whica will be satisfactory vo all concerned.

In view of the situnation in its preseat condition,
the Commisgsion is of the opinion that it should not graat the
application herein sought and aunthorize an excavation under
the tracks of the Southerzn chifié Company when the applicant
in this proceeding, through a supervisor representing the
county o2 San Mateo, i€ on record for itself and the board of
supervisors that the cownty does not wish to Dbe subject to

assessment for any wportion of the cost. In our opinion,

based on all the circumstancecs a3z developed frbm the evidanoe

at the rearing on the application in this proceeding, we feel
that the application should at this tixze be dismissed without

prejudice to renewsl when YiCE




* the plang proposed by applicant in the formation of the
acgegament district to care for the portions of expense which
nay be fomnd shouwld properly be borne by such assessment

may be presented.
district{ The matter msy then be preseanted to the Commission

in a new application.

Connty of San Msteo having applied to this Com-
mission for the xight to excavate or tumnel under the tracks
of the Southers Pacific Compsny at the termination of Market
Street, Colma, San Mateo County, for the puxpose of establish-
ing an undergrade crossing at such point, a public hearing
heving been held, the matter being duly subnitted zand the Com~-.

mission beirng fully advised,
IT IS FEREBY ORDERED, That for the reasons sget forth

in the foregoing opinion thisz spplication be end the same here-

by is dismissed witchouwt vrejudice.
Dated at Sazn Fraacisco, California, this é ~
day of laxrch, 192l.

2 .

Commigsioners.




