In the Matter of the Application of

L. N. WOOD, owrzer Capay Telephone Applicetion Neo, 5972.
Line, for permissior to increase tele-

phone rates.,

L. ¥. Weod in propria persoxna.
BY 7THE CCMMISSION.

CPIXION

Applicent asks for ax increase ir rates charged for
telephone service in the Capay Valley, betweern Capay &nd Rumsey,

Yolo Courty.

'A.public hearing upor the application was held by Ex-

amicer VWestover at Capay,

The telephore system owned by applicent corsists of
a cent;al office at Capay, witk oze lire running to Guirda, a
distance of 14 m=iles, and one to Rumsey, a distance of 19 niles,
both on the same poles as far as Guinds, and one or two short
lines off of these two. Long distance correction is made with
The Pacific Telepkore and Telegraph Company at Capay. There
are forty-two subscribvers.

Applicart'’s present rate is $1.00 per morth for all
subscribers. The telephone instruments are owned b& applicant,,
but subscribers repleriskh their batteries themselves.

Arplicant asks that this rate ve rzised to $2,00 per
month. Ee also proposes, in tkhe event an increase is granted,

10 improve the service by increasirg the number of lines. This




iz t0 be zccomplished by moving the central office from Capay
t0 Guindza; purchasing a pole lire ard two wire circuits between
Capay ané Esparto, a cdistarnce of oxne and one-kalf miles; ard by
subdividing the existing lirnes. A toll line will be created
betwgen Guinda ard Esparte and applicant asks that a rate of

fifteen cents a nessage, unlimited as to lexgtk of time consumed

in corversation, be allowed for use of this line.

Tne amount of the apblicant'a investment is estirated
by him at $2700.,00, azéd the coet of making the proposed improve-
ments at $400,00. |

A2 engineer of the Commission kas rade an inventory
and appraisal of the plant as of January 1, 1921, and finds the
reproduction cost or az historical basis to be $2729.22, and the
reproduction cost less accrued depreciation to be $1621.09.

Frorx arn examinatiorn of applicart's recoxrds, the Com-
mission's engineer fournd the gross revenue collected last year
to have been the sum of $603.26, and expenses for operation and
taxes $385.69. The latter sum cdoes not include ary charge for
the time of owner devoteld to the mairtenance of the plant, A
fair allowance should te made for tuis. Tae Commission's en~
gineer estimates that during the coming year maintenance, oper-
ating expensep, taxes, axzd a falr allowznce to provide for de-
precistior will amount to $70L.69.

The rates contaired in the following oxder will, in
our opirion, provide tae above charges and, in addition, a fair
reture to tkre applicaﬁt vpon the value of his property plus tke
value of gdditions arncd bettermenis which will be required in
order to provide efficient service, The showing made does not
warrart the $2.0C rate reguested.

A toll rate of fifteen cents g message, unlimited as to

length of time consurmed and over a line of the lengtk of that




proposed, is deemed reszonable and will be allowed.

There was no opposition at the hearirg to a reesonable
inerease in rates 1f good service be rendered,

The lires are at éreoent oeverloaded, there being from
17 to0 22 subscrivers or a lire, These lines should be divided
in the manner outlined iy the applicant and, iz addition, a new
subscribers® circuit should be bullt between Capay and Esparto

t0 further relieve the overloading. st

O RDER
A public hearing having been held upor the above en-

titled applicatior, the¢ nmatter having been submitted and ready

for decision,

The Rallroad Cormissiorn rerebvy finds trat the rates
at presert in effect by.the above described utility are non-
compensatory and inadegquate, but that the rates con%ained in
tbis order are just ard reasonable,

Basing its decision upon the above finding of fact and
upor all of the stetements cf facis contained in the opinion pre-
ceding this oxder,

IT IS HEREZBY ORILERED that L. X. Wood, ownexr of the
Capay Telephone Line, be and ke is hereby authorized to estabd-
liskh ancé mske effective the follcowing rates:

Party line, exchange sexrvice,

business wall telephone, $1.75 per month.

Party line, exchange service,
residence wall telepnoxe

Desk set telcphones,

Toll service, beiween Guinda arnd |

Baparto, 15¢ per message, unlimited,

PROVITZED tkat trhe authority hereirn granted shall not

tecome effective until applicant gshall have uamitted to this




Commission satisfactory evidence that the present lires have
been subdivided and additioral lines acquired sufficient to
relieve present overlcaded lines, and that efficient and satis-
factory telephone service is being prﬁvﬁdzd; nor until tris Com-
mission shall have issuved its supplemential order hereiﬁ, getiing

forth that the improvemenis hereinabove specified have been pro-

vided, a

Dated at Sen Francisco, Califormia, this 3

of M 1921.

Cormissioners,




