Decision No. ;f‘_’_]_ff

HEFORE THEE RAIIROAD CQUISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of )

PAUL GATTO for cexrtificate of public

convenience and necessity to operate Application No., 6423,
freight service between Scott Valley

and Little shasta Valley.

Paul Gatte in propria persora.

R. H. De Witt and F. A. Reigexr for
Yreksa Railroad Company.

G. A. Reichman for Etna-Fort Jones-Yreka
Stage Line, :

BY TEE COMNISSION,
OPINION

By the above application, Paul Gatto seeks authority
to cperate s freight truck service between Montague and Etna
¥ills, serving Fort Jomes and Greenview as intermediate points;
and between Gazelle and Etns ¥ills, serving Callahan as an inter-
mediate point; also beiween Montague and Eilt via Xlamath River
Eighway. '

A public kearing uwpon the application was held by Ex~
aminer Westover at Montague.

It arpears from portions of the application and from
the testimény of applicant at the hearing tkat he does not wish
t0 serve between poirnts served by the Scuthern Pacific Company
or by the Yreka Railroad Coxmpany, extexnding between Montague
and Yreka, but that as to rail poirts he wishes only to operate




trucks between.rail stations and rsnches or other points not

reached by rail, and to operate only upon special trips as or-
dered from time 1o time and not regularly ror upon published
tariff. As this irregular, occasional service does zﬁot contem-
plate operation between fixed texrmini or over a regular route, it
ie & matter over waich the Commission has no jurisdiction.

The only testimony offered by applicant relied upon by
him to show any need for service between Montague and Ftna Mills
is the fact tha.t.laat Fall during two dsys he haunled steel from
Montague for a new bridge being constructed rear Greenview, and
brought back grain and hogs from ranches near Etna Mills and Fort
Jones, under private contract. This falls far short of showing
that there is any pubiic convenience or necessity to be served by
applicant and only indicates a cdesire on his part to enter the
busiress.,

It appears from the testimony that G. A. Reichman oper-
ates between Yreka an&. Btrg Mills, serving Fort Jones and Green-
view aB a cormon carrier of freight and passengers, undex the
fictitious name of Etna-Fort Jones-Yreka Stage Line, operating in
connection with the Yreka Roilrcad, and also carxying the United
States' mall; that this line has been operated coxntinuously for
about 18 years by Mr, Reichman and his predecessors in interest,
and ‘for a long time he has opersted one round trip daily regard-
less of road and weather conditions, At present ard during the
winter season, the egsterly 10 miles of the route, :lnclud.ing the
grade over Forest House Nourtain, is operated with € horse teams
and the remaining 20 miles with automotive trucks; the trucks being
uged for the entire 30 miles during the suxmer and whern the roads
are suitable, It is apparent that an elaborate equipment has been
provided to maintairn the daily service, and the testimony all ghows
without conflict that the present service is satisfactory.




Applicent testified that he would not attempt to serve
regularly cduring the winter,

It appears from the testimony that Carl lLewis is serving
between Gazelle and Etna Nills via Csllghan, by proper suthority.
No testimony waz offered tending to show that his service is une
satisfactory or inadequate or that ;pu'blic.'convenience and necessity
in the locality are not adequately served by him. XNo testimony
was cffered concexning any need for service between Montague and
Eilt via XKlemath River Highway.

Prior to ‘tne hearing the Southern Pacific Company and
American Railway Express Company advised the Cormission by mail
that, in view of applicani's assurance that he did not seek to
serve between points served by rail, they were not irterested and
wonld offer no protest,

It appeaxrirg frox the testimony that the territory in
question is now adequately served exd that public convenience and
necessity do not require additioral service, the gpplicatior must
be denied.

ORDSE

A public hearing having been held upon the sbove entitled

application, and it appearirg from the testirony offered by appli-
cant and others tkat public convenience and recessity do not require
the proposed service, )

IT IS EEREBY ORIERED that the application be and it is
hereby denied,

Dated a2t San Fraxcisco, Califcrxnia, this

March, 1921.

Cormissioners, 519




