
Docizio:o, 

In the ~ttcr of the ~pplication ) 
of ELECT3IC W~ER CO~l1~. a cor- } 
porat1on, for an order revising ) 
its rates and cAarges for water ) 
zo"1co. ) 

A~plication ~o. 608l. 

EY TAB CO~SSIO~. 

~cCutchon. Willar~. ~O::l & Groan 
oy ~.?kathew and ~.Crawtord Greone, 
for Applicant. 

J. A. Einman. ~ayor. and W.?Grijalva. 
City Atto~ey. for the Cit~ of 3akersfield. 

OPINION --------
m·~c~p.IC W~ER CO;.:pA.~, applicant in the a.bove anti tled 

matter, is a p~bl1C utility water company engaged in the business 

of solling and distri"outing wat~r tor dOt),estic PUl'l'oses to con

z~ars in and in the vicinity of 3akersfield, California. 

In tcis proceeding a~licant asks ~or authority to in-

crease its rates for servico, alleging in effect th~t t:c.e present 

rates do not prod.uce i!lComa sufficient to eq,u::l.l ::lai:1te::l.aJlce and. 

oporation expenses, re~lacement ~d, ~d an adeq,uate return on 

the in'V'ostc.ent. .... 

?Uo11c ~eerings wore held in this ~tter beforo EXaminer 

wore du1~ notitiea and given an opportunity to appear end be hea.rd. 

~he rates i:o. ef!eet at t~e present time are flat ra.tes 

Wi t'h a. minitm:l of 75 cents por month.. and have been ill e:f'fect since 



J'anc.e.ry 1, 1909. Thore sro appro:d.:lS:~ely ~OO consumers supplied. 

"oy this system. 

!t appears frOl:l the ovid.ence tAa.t the orig1nal plant 

from which tho present systec wes aevelopod. was installed. in 1897 

as a part of a real estate project. On April 28, l898, this plant 

was purchased by the present Electric water Company :f:::om the 

Bakersfield Water Co~a:y. ~d since tAat dcte it has continued to 

distribute wat~r to that portio~ of Bakersfield west of Union 

Avenue. 

There are ~ifteen wells located in various parts of the 

ment, directly into the aistri'bution ~ins, w~ch vary in di~ter 

from one inch to ten inches. 

Mr. ~. Emerson Eoar. consulting engineer for a:p:p11c~t, 

suo::i t"~ed. ~ appraisa.l of this syste: sho~...ng en estimated ong1ne.l 

cost of $673,020. This inclu~es the s~ of $195,356 for develop-

ment expense, and. $600 for non-operative real ostate. Mr. Eoar 

also submitted an osti~tod. reproduetion cost of this system, 

totalling $799,305. ~.~. E. ?eady. one o~ the Comciss1on's 

AyCl.raulic engineors, suomi tted. an appraisa.l showing an estim<l:~ed. 

orig".nal cost of $387.578. The evidence. however, develope~ cor-

tain facts which i:dicate tn~t this figure s~oUld be increased to 

~02,SZ7 ~o covor ~d.~it1on~1 ~ovelopce~t o~enso. building costs. 

end an allor.a:c.ce for pe.ving over :sins. which were not 1:ocl't:.o.eo. in 

~. Eoax suomitted an estice.to o~ $lS.2oZ.S3 as the 

proper SUtl to be 1ncluc.ed i:::l. t:l:.o :"n"'l::l&.l charges !or t~e e.eprecia.-

t10n of tAis ~la:t. ~his esti~te is based upon t~estraight line 

method of depreciation. ~. Roe~y's osti=e.te. corrocted ~or tAe 
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added ~igures =entio~ed above. is $3,094, computed by the sinking 

ftmd ::lethoc.. 

~~e evi~e~ce r~lat1ng to ap,p11eant's operating expend-

itures shows teat, 0xclusi~e of ~e~recietion, the S~ of $51,oSZ.2S 

was expene.ee. G.urbg 1918, end. $48,186 duril:.g 1919. Rowever. tb.ere 

is included in the 1919 charges the ~ of $5.313.52, whiCh was paid 

cl'tU'ing ti:.e.t yO$:: '10= 1915 taxez, a:l.o. certain other i teI:lS c.re incl't:d.ed. 

whiCh do not occur snnually wAich should be a:ortized over ~ series 

of ye~s o~al in lo~gth to their probable recu.-renco. 

~. Eoar estimates that the proba.blo ttl:ture e%pondi ture 

for opere.tion will "oe $76,724 a:c.n1ls.l.1y. Deducting ti:.e SU'I!l of 

the annual depreciation, we arrive at the SUQ oi $61,460 for t~ig 

iteo as a comparable sum to tAe esti~te by Mr. Ready. corrected. for 

certe.in items suomi tted during tho hearing, whic:b. tote.J.s $52, 750 .. 

~ cereful consideration of the evidonce leads us to the 

conclusion that this company should have ~ rate schedule estebliShed 

whicL will yield to it slightly in excess oi ~~l,OOO annually. This 

~ includes a ~air interest ret~, rel'lace:ent annuity, a~ main-

tenance and operction expendit~ee. The operative income of this 

ut111t1 for 1919 was $70.405. aDd for the ~irst ten months of 1920, 

$57,S89. It is thereiore $p~arent that applicant's present rate 

schedule doez not yiel~ to it a fair revenue, and the schedule 

establizhed i~ the following order is deei~ed to re~ to appli

cs.nt an e.mount eq,ua.l to the totel ~~l charges i::d.ica.ted. a.bove .. 

ORDER - -- --
Et~CT3!C WAT~ co~~;r having applied to the Eailroad 

Co~ission for authority to incre~se its rates for w~ter, ~ublic 

hearings having been hol~ and t~ COmmission oeing fully apprised 
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in the :premise~; 

IT IS 1;1 ~~3Y ]'Qmm AS -A F.a.CT, that the rates and. charges 

of ~ectric wator C0l:lPe.ny. in so far as tAey differ froc the rates 

herein ostabliShe~, are ~just. unreasonable and ~emunerative. 

a:ld that the rates and charges herein eztaollsl:.od arc just &nd 

reasonable rates. 

A::.d ~oa.sing its order upon the :f'orego1=:.g f.1nd.iJ:g of fact 

and upon tho turther state:e:::.ts of fa.ct contained. in the opinion 

which prece~es this order; 

IT IS 8 <~~BY O?DE.?ZD bv the Railroad COmI:1ssio::,:, of the ... 

stato of California. that Electric Water Co~p~y be and 1t is Aereby 

authorizo~ to file ~~th the 3ailroed. Co~ss10n Within twenty (20) 

days froI:l the date of this or~er. the folloWing schedule ~f rates, 

sa.ii rates to be cAarged. for all service rendered su~se~ent to 

April 1, 1921: 

~or every dwelling house, teneI:lent flat or 
apartcont of three rooms or less and beth 

• (1'. room ............................................. ., 
POl' every d.welling Aouse. tenement. fiat or 
apartment over three roo~s. for each addi-
tional room •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

~or water closets or bath tubs ~ private 
raSiden~~s~ ~A~h ......................•......•. 
~or public bath tubs uso~ in b~thi~g esteblish
mente. bo~~ng hou~ee. an~ ~arber shop3.e~ch •• 

For :puOlic water closets or urina.ls, each ••••••• 
For roomc i~ second or third. stories oeou~iod 
as offices. e~ch rooc With water, •••••••••••••• 

For restaurants an~ eating houses .•••..•• $2.00 to 
For $ot~ drink parlors ......••................•• 
Por ~hotograph galleries ...•..•......•..... _ •••• 
~r bakeries ••.....•...•...••.••.•••.••••. 3.00 to 
?or ~gstores ..••... _____ . ______ .• _____ ._z.OO to 
?or blacksmi~h shops of one forge ••••••••••••••• 

Each additio~sl forge •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~or meat markets ••.•.•.....•••••••••••• _._2.00 to 
For p~blic halls or lodge rooms ••••••••••••••••• 
3'or churcil buildings ................ ' ...........• 
?or ean~~ kitehens •••••••••••••••••••••••• 2.90 ~o 
For stores--general ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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1.00 

.15 

.20 
J...OO 
1.00 

.so-
S.OO 
3.00 
3.00 
6.00 
5.00 
2.00 
. ... 60 
5.00 
2.00 
2.00 
6.00 
1.50 



?or news-os;oer and. "Ore~s rooms •.••.•.••••.•••••• 3: 
~ • • T 

For pool halls ...................•.......••..••• 
For u~dertaking esteolis~onts •••••••••••••••••• 
For ~entists' of~icos. ~er c~air •••.•••••••••••• 
For shooting g~lleries •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
~or ~ub11¢ drinking fountains ••••••••••••••••••• 
~r ~ublic water ~roughs ••••••.••••••••••••••••• 
~o~, ~e~o~ses ••••••.•••....•••••••.•••..••..••• 
?or barber s~ops per chair used ••••••••••••••••• 
M1L~ per month .....•.•••••.•.•......•.•.•••.• 
~or vegetable stand s:pre.1s.· ....................... . 
Fo~ each p~olic garage or service statio~ ••••••. 
Por eech ~utomobilo ............................. . 
]'or p::'i.vate stables :for one horse or cow •••••••• 
For e~ch ~~~itio:al horse or cow •••••••••••••••• 
For livery, boar~. ~eed. sales a~d hack stables, 

including water to wash vehicles, per horse; ..... 
~ini%~ per mont~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
]'lor watering lawns a:le. grounds p1c.:lted. to sllro."c-
bery, including wat~r !o= trees and Shrubbery 
in frO:lt thereof, per !ront foot ••••••••••••••• 

?or use of hose in ~ront of stores and shops 
for washillg Windows and S?ri:lk:~iIlg sidewaJ.k 
per front foot ••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••• 
~r stesm engines not working over ten horse
power per day for each horsepower so used •••••• 

?or all 3tcem engines working over ten horse
power per day. for e~cA horsepower so uzed •.••• 

Por first five barrels of lime or ce~ent, 
~er osrrel ...•..•........••..•.•.•.•.••........ 

Por over !ive barrels of li:e or ce~ent. 
p~r barrel .••..........•.••........•..•••...... 
~or water usea to miX ~ortar ~d da=pen bricks, 
per t~ousnnd bricks ..•••.••.•.•••..•.••.••••••• 

For cement walks end floors. p~r 100 sq~ft., •••• 
For cecent curbs, per 100 lineal teet •• , •••••••• 
For fire hydrants, per hydrant ••••••••••••••••• 
~11 othor use to be pai~ for at mea~~od r~tos. 

First 500 cubic :feet, !lor 100 cubic feet .••.•••• 
::\ext 1500 cubic foet, ~G= 100 cu'oic feet .•...•.• 
Over 2000 cu"o1c feet. Fer 100 cubic feet ........ 

llIXD..'U"''': ::01J~:a:r.Y C";"/IRGES 

S!.S-inch ~etGr •••••..•.•••••.••••• ~ ••• * 
~!4~inch·ceter ••.•.••••••.••••...•••••• 
1 -inc~ :eter ........................ . 

- • III .... 

l~ -~neA ~ewor ••••..•••••••.••••••••.•• 

1.25 
1.25 
3.00 
1.25 
1.25 
1.50 
1.50 
2.50 

.60 
2.00 

.50 
3.00 

.25 

.50 

.20 

.30 
2.00 

.015 

.015 

.60 

.50 

.25 

.15 

.25 

.25 

.35 
2.25 

.20 

.l5 

.09 

1.00 
1.25 
1.'75 
2.50 
4.00 

Por each 
:E'or eactl. 
Por each 
Por each 
]lor each 
:E'or each 

2 -~nc~ me~er .••••..•..••••....•..•••• 
4 -inch =eter •..• _ ••••••••.••........• 10.00 



'00 and it is hereby ~irocte~ to fil0 ~ith the Railroad Commission, 

within thirty (30) days ~ro~ the date of t~is order, for its a1'-

1'rovs1, :-o.les e.::.d rOgtlle.t10:lS govel'!li:lg the d.istribution 0 f water 

to its consuoers, sai~ rules~d regule~ions to become effective 

upon their aecopta.nee for iilillg and 8.l'proveJ. by the Com!ss1on. 

Datecl at Ss.n ?rancisco, California. t:c.iS ___ .o-.,;./_".:!...;.. __ 

clay of March, 1921. 

r 
0M,~ OM NiMX 

Coc:dssioners • 

• 
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