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:BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISS!ON OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the APplication 
ot CC~:E: ll.ADER.A. WAXER CO!:!P.AJn to 
increase ra.tes. 

TOw:N' OF CORrE MADERA, 

Cot:.IJ1ai:cant, 

VS. 

) 
~ APplication No. 4401. 

F. A. WILSON, doing business under case No. 1309. 
the fi xm name and style of COmE 
MADERA WATER COMP.AlI"Y, DOHERL'Y COM-
P.AIr!, a cOr:Porat1on, and BRADEORY 
];STATE INVESTMENT COYPAlr.!, 

Defendant s. 

BY THE COMMISSION. 

J ollll, J. :Mazza: for comJ)la.1 nant. 

E. I,. DOherty for ,Al)plicant a.nd 
Defendants. 

SUPPLEMENTAL OPImON 

"BY its order dated A".lgU.6t 16, 1919, in Dec ision No. 6577 ~ 

the CO:mni3sion fixed :rates for water served in corte Madera, Marin 

County, upon the condition that the u~ility install certain re-

pairs and betterments designed to ~prove its service, and s~rve 
only water obtained !rom its springs or tro~ ~e Marin Yuniei~al 

Wa.ter District. petition for rehearing was tiled and denied. 

Later. E. L. Doherty, co Md meanwhile aCQ.uired the entire O'W'lle:r-

ship ot the system under authority ot Decision No. 7017 or Janu-

a.ry 9, 1920 t filed written report on December 28, 1920, to the 



e:t:f:oct. that. o.:!:tor opero.t1ng :eor over eo :Toar Ullder t·he re.~e :e:txod 

b~ tho CO~B8~on ~a unaor ~ho ~~t&t~on o~ w~ter SU~~~~ a1rea~y 

referred to. he found i~ im~ossible to continue without a consider-
able defiCit; that ho, therefore. secured the use o£ a we~l 1~ 

Larkspur; that AO hAa c~u$ed the well water to bo analyzed by the 

Sta.te Boa.ra. of Health, winch hsd. repo:r.ted favora.bly.. He, therefore. 
asked a modification of the original order which would :perm! t him 

to supply water fro~ said we~l. and elso to.make special rates to 

consumers of large amOtUlts of water for irrigation :purposes. 

Meanwhile. a ll.unloer of' 1l:lfo:rI:la.l comple1nts concerning 

service from this syste~ ~e.ving been received, the COmmission,by 

its order of January 19, 1921. reopened the entire metter for 

tnrther invest1gat1on and hearing. 

Purther puolic hear~gs in bo~h matters were held by 

Co~ssion Brundige, and later by Exa:dner Westover. of which all 

con~ers were notifie~. BotA matters were suomitted and are now 

rea~y for deciSion. At the he~~g two reports of the State Board 

of Re~lth were submitted in eVidence, to the eftect that the water 

is sa~e for drinking and Q.Otlsst1c purposes. and is in 'no tlal:lller 

injurious or detrimental to ~eal~. Several consumers testified, 

complc,1ni:c.g of a motallic taste in the well water under certain ccn .. 

dit1ons. if taken from the ~ipes. but one or two commented upon the 

absellee of such taste. when 'taken directly from the well. 

W~ter from Marin MuniCipal Water District is now purchased 

by applicant at its regular retail rates. and. distributea through 

applice.nt f S sys'te:o. much of it being pu:nped to higher levels. To 

maintain high-class 8ervice UDder such co~d1t1o~s would naturally 

result in increasing rates to a pOint. ourdenso~e to many ot appli-

cant's consumers. 

Since the hearing. applicant has filed a written report. 

sub::l1tt1ng copy of fore letter sent to each consumer. describing 
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the situation and enclosing to eaci:L two forms of reply,- one in: 

favor of allowing the use of well water, with the understanding 

that it would ~e discontinued if not satistactor.1. and expressing 

opposition to a raise in rates; the other e~res8ing oppo8ition 

to So raise in rates sufficient to provide Marin water only. Of 
, 

23 replies 8U'b:n1 tted., 18 favor a trial of the well water, 4 are 

againet it, and 1 favors sale of the sY8tem to tne Mari~unici~al 

Water Diatrict and operation by it. While theee exp:rea81ona were 

not placedin evidence and while, unfortunately. the ro~ letter and 

:t:or.m replies refer to one alternatiTe &S the use or uarin water 

only, we :reel that the expre8sions o~ the consumers fairly show 

a desire to try the well water on which the State :Soard of Health 

~ reported favorably rather tAan pay an 1~c~a8ed rate and re-
ceive part of the supply from the Marin Municipal Water D1strict. 

At the hearing no evidence was pxesented. concerning an 

increase in rates, except a tenta.tive rate based upon continuing 

the use of the Marin water and excluding the use of water from the 

well. Under the circumetancee. we ~ve not given con8ideration 

to & proposed. modification in the sChedule submit~ed ~ter the 

hearing, which would result in increasing the rate for small con-

sumption, while red~cing the rate ~or large con~t1on. 

St1PPL.~ AI. ORDER 

A public hearing having been held in the above entitled 

case and application, pursuant to tbe Commi83ion'& order o£ Janu-

ary 19. 1921, instituting further inve8tigat10n, t~e Commission 

being now tully advised in the p~ise8, and the matter being sub-

mitted and rea~ for deciSion, 

IT IS HEREm; ORDE:a!:D that the order contained in Deci-

sion No. 6577 or August 16, 1919, be and it is hereby amended by 
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mod.ifying the fifth paragraph. of said. order 80 that it shall read. 

as follows: 

IT IS ~y FORI'KeR OBDEBED that unt 11 the turthe r 
order o'f the COmmission, the water hereafter ee rved through 
Gaia system be li~ted to that obtained fro~ ~~e eo-c~lled 
:Bra.dbury well "in Block 4, Su"cd1v1sio:c. No. l, Ea.ltimoxe Park, 
La.rksp'llr, Ma.rin County; from the sp:ri:cgs 0: applicante; oX' 
from·Marin Municipal Water District. 

In all other particulars, including the rate sChedule set 

forth therein, sQ.~d orc:.er o! August 16, 1919, al:lc.ll remain in full 

'force and effect. 

]ated at San Francisco, California, tnis 
14-

IlL day of 

~l921. 

coilil'ii 881 oners. 


