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BEFORE TET RATIROAD COMAITSSION OF TEE STATE OF CAIIFORNTA
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L. Q. ST.GIORGE,
Complainant,
' CLSE NO. 1468.

-vs-

GEQRGZ E. WOOQDRUFE and
ZERT RALLINGER,

Deofendants.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

A. Q. St.George, ctmplainent,
iz propris persons.

George E. Wood.mff and Bert 3Ballinger,
defendents, in proprie persone.

BY THE COMMISSION.

Tre. above ontitled metter is & coxmplaint against the
service rendered and the rates charged for service by George E.
Woodruff and Bert Ballinger, slleged operators of & pumping plent
supplyirg water to plointifs and other conmsumers for irrigetion
and domestic use near Amerello Stetiom in Los ingeles County.

L pudblic heering wes keld in this matier before Exaxiner

Gordoxn at Los Argeles, of which all interested parties were dwly
rotified and given. en opportunity to appesr and be heard.

The evidence shows that defendent, Bert Bellinger, &c-
quiréc‘z. the sole ownership of tre pumping plant roferred %o iz
June, 1920, and therefore this complaint in so fexr as it relates

Yo George Z. Woodruff msy be dismissed.




The water which supplies this system is delivered to
consumers at the pump. Tho pumping plont serves only six con-
swers, oL wiich two teke water for irxrigemtion purposes only, the
weter £0x thelr use beirng troxnsported tiroungh an open diteh. Thre
ovhor Zour coxnsumers mutually own and operate the pipe line through
walckh their smpply i3 delivered to itz varions points of use. The
domestic supply for these four consumers is stored in & tank-
locgted on compleinant's lexnd, whick tank is filled by means of
this mutnally owned pipe line.

The comvleinant in this matter is one of the mutual
owners of the »ipe line, exd in this proceeding cites instances
0f poor service &nd slleges thaet the pumping plant and system are
in such & condition of disrepair that Tne full capacity of the
pump is rot delivered a&s pald for, and furtker alleges that the
charge of y2.00 per hour is excessive Zor tie amount of weter the
pumping plemt delivers.

Tke evidence shows that tie pump and engine of this
utility rave reéently boen ovorhauled and they now appear to be
in fair overeting condition. OfTke discharge pive, Lhowever, leeks
considerably snd ie in need of immediate repair. There oppears o
e no muwillingnoss on the pert of deferdant to make £ll necessary
repairs to put the pump into conditvion to deliver its fwll capacity.
The tostimony. however, developed the fact trnat one of the prin-

cipal causes of tmesatisfactory service, and the reason given by de-

fondant for his obJectior To meking expenditures Lor repalr work on

the pump wae the existence of & stop velve in the rmtually owned
vipe line, installed therein by complainant for his omn beneflit in
drawing water from the domestic wator tank.

There sppeexrs to be 1o reasor wry thls valve should not

be located &t & noint near the pump to the adventage of all com-
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sumers and in suck & way that the defendant wouwld not in;ure his
pumping plexnt by attempiing to force tho wator through the line
woen the valve was vartislly or entirely closed. The Commission
hes no Jurisdiction over this pive line, as 1% is not a portion

of the proverty opersted by the mitility. It is recommended,
however, in the interest of fairress and more setisfactory service
corditionz, thet this velve be removed, or, at ieast. relocated 2T
g poirt where Cefendent cen easily determine whether or not it is
properly oponed during operations of the pump.

L careful analysis of vhe operating conditions of this
gystem by Mr. F. E. Van Eoesen, ore of the Commission’'s hydrawlic
engineers, showe that the preseat rate 18 no%t excessive. It has
8lso veer fouxnd +that by making certaein repairs, the pumping plant
caen be put in condition whereby it will deliver wabter to its full
cepacity, axnd tre order nerein will contemplate thev such rqpairé
e made. In the future, nowever, it 1s spparent that defendant
should be given some sssurance that the stop valve referred to will
e wnder his control during the operation of the pump, or, &t least,
“hat £t will not be interfered witk in & way likely to cause in-
Juwry to the pumping plaxt. Tkis is a melter which the Commission

velioves cen ve setiled emicedly between the perties, and no formal

conditions or regulations on service will be imposed at this time

for the accomplisiment of that purpoce.

Complaint having beexn made 1o the Rellrosd Commission as
extitled above, o pudlic hesring kaving been held and the matter
suomitted,

IT IS ZERE3Y FOUID A4S A PACT:

1. That Bert Ballinger is, for the purpose of this
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proceeding, ihe s0le owner and operetor of the
public wiility water system comcerning whick
this complaint i3 24led.

2. That vhe pumping plant of defexndent ie
not in a proper coxdition of repair to deliver
water to0 the consumers av full cepscity.

3. That the service herein complained of
car be materially improved by making prover re-
Peirs 0 the puuping plant of defendant an@ by
the removal, on the part of plaintiff and the
0%hexr concutmers, o exigting obstructions in the

mtually owned yipe line controlled by said con-

suners and over which this Cormission has no

Juxrisdiction.
And basing its order upon the foregoing findings of fact
and the further statements of fact which precede thig order,

IT IS EERERY ORDZRED thet tze above entitled complaint

-

e and the seme is dismissed 2g to the defendant, George E. Woodruff;
That vhe defendant, Bert Ballingexr, &3 the prosent sole

owner and operator oL the pumping plart in guestion be and he is.

hereby directed to put seid pumping »lent in such condition of re-

pair that it will deliver %o his coxnsumers its full capacity; thet

s8ld repasirs shall be comploted within twexty (20) days Trom the

date of this order, ard that uwpon completion, said defendant shall

file with the Rellrozd Commission a certified statement showing

wkat repeirs have been mede and indicating the capacity of the pump.
That defendant, 3ert 3ellinger, be and he is herebdby direct-




ed to file with tke Railroad Cormiscior within *hirty (30) deys
| Zrom the dete of this order e sckedulo of rules and reguletvions
governing service o coxnsumers, seid rmnles eand reguletions %o
become effective mpon their approvel by tris Coxmission.
Thet in 2ll other respecte the sbove entitled complaint
e anf the samo is horoby diszmissed.
Dated =t San Prancisco, Californie, this

day of April, l921.
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Commissioners.




