
Decision No. f f--7'1 . 

3E:E'ORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE 0]' CALIFOENU 

In the Matter of the Appliection o~ ) 
} 

~~~ WATZR COM?A1~ tor authority to) 
) 

establish metered rates tor water ) 
) 

service and ror increase in rates. ) 

~pplication No. 6459. 

BY TEE CO~SSION. 

Henry K. Elder. for Applicant. 

A. R. Bleck, in propria persona. 

o PIN I" 0 N ----.----

~or~ Water Comp~y. applicant in the above entitled 
" 

cstter. is engage~ in ~elling end distributing domestiC and irriga

tion wator to twenty con~ers in the La Fresa Tract. Los Angeles 

Courrcy. Applicant asks tor authority to increase rates for water 

service, and to establish meter rates, alleging in effect that the 

present rate d.oe::: not pro~uce :m income suifieient to pey ctrrrent 

operating expenses, and that there is an excessive waste of water 

due to the flat rates now in effect. 

A hearing in the ebove entitled proceeding was held at 

Los ~elos beiore Examiner Wostovor, of which hearing applicant's 

consttmers were duly notified and given an opportUnity to appear and 

"0 e h ear<l. 

APplicant ac~U1red the water system from the ~ora'Water 

Company (incorpor.ate~), a mutual company. in ~pr11, 1920, by author-

1ty of the Commission grante~ in Decision No. 7351, in Application 



No. 5399 entitled, In the Matter of the Application of the Flora 

~ater Company. inco~orated. to sell, an~ Elro1~. Johnson to pur-
chase, the wa.ter system of the Flora Watl9r Company located at 

Redondo Beach, California. At that time the present flat rate of 

~1.25 per month for domestic service and 2 cents per inch per hour 

for irrigation service was agreed upon by applicant and the con

sumers. all of whom were stockhol~crs in the mutual co~any. 

wcter is obtaine~ from a l2-inch well about 300 feet deep 

and is ~umped into a 10,OOO-gallon tank on a 3D-foot tower. trom which 

it is distributed to the consnmers through 4-inch and 6-inch mains. 

~ field investigation and a~praisal of the used and useful 

p~ope~t1es was made by ~. E. Van Roasen, one of the Cocmission's hy-

dreUlic engineers. The appraisal submitted shows the estimated 

original cost of the syste~ to be $6,512, and $135 as the annuity for 

and opor~t1ng oxpense tor 1921 waz eetimete~ at ~1,183. It appears that 

~owo~ b1112 bav& inoreased matoris~y bocauso o~ the heretofore faUlty 

registration of the eleotric meter and ~ possible oxcossive us~ o~ 

water. 

Applioant h~~ no rocords ot ravoDuos, and because of dis~ 

~~~es over bills has ~ade no collections excopt those voluntarily 

ofiere~. However, it is apparent that it would re~ire a prohibitive 

rate to yield the sbove estimated annual charges from twenty consumers. 

Teere are no records of water use by consumers of th~e sys

tem available u~on wbich to osee a SChedule of meter rates for this 

utility. but it is believed tha~ the rates set out in the follow~1ng 

order, which are comparable to thoee of similar utilities similarly 

opera'~ed, will produce a reasonable income for the sorvice rendered .. 

The Commission has repeatedly urged utilities operating 

under flat rates to install ~eters and deliver water on a measured 

baSis. ~Ae benefits derived from a metored system ere a conservation 
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of water, a distribution of charges according to use, end a saving 

in oper~tior. charges. wb-icn in this c~se v:ould be pumping co st. 

ORD:SR 

PLOP~ ~TER COMPA1rY having made application to the Railroad 

Co~ission as entitled aoove, a public hearing having beon held thore-" 

on ~d the Co~ission being fully informe~ in the matter, 

IT IS BERBEY ~ou~~ AS A ~ACT that the rates now charged by 

Flora water Company for water delivered to its consumers are unjust 

end unreasonable in so fer as ~hey differ from the rates herein es-

tablished, an~ that the rates herein established are just and reason-

able rates to be charged for such service; 

~d basing its order u~on tho foregoing finding of fact, and 

u~o~ the stetements of fact contained in the opinion preceding this 

order, 

IT IS EEP.EBY ORDERED that Flora We.ter Company be and it is 

hereby authorized and directed to file with tho Railroad Commission 

0: the State of California Within twenty (20) days from the date of 

tbis order, the fOllov~ng schedule of rates. said rates to be chargea 

for all water delivered to consumers on and after May 1, 1921. and 

superseding all rete schedules theretofore in effect, 

Por o/8-inch meter ................................. . ~ij 1.00 
?or 3/4-inch meter .•••••••••.•.•.••••••••••••••••• 1.25 
?or 1 -1nch meter.. ........................ ....... l.75 
:or It -inch meter ...........................•...• 2.50 
~or 2 -inch ~eter .......•..............•.•••••••• 3.00 
~r S -incn meter .•...••.•......•.............••• 5.00 

Fro~ 0 to 500 cubic feet, por 100 cubic feet...... .25 
~~om 500 to 1000 cubio feet,per 100 cubic feet.... .20 
?~om 1000 to 2000 cubic feet,per 100 cubic ieet... .15 
Over 2000 cubic feet, per 100 cubic feet.......... .05 
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IT IS HEREBY FURTEE? ORDERED that the ?lora water Company 

ce an~ it is hereby ~i~ectea to file with the ?ailro~d Commission for 

its cpproval. rUles an~ reo~lstions governiDg the ~istribution of 

wa~er to its consumers. said rules and regulations to be filed with 

t~e Coomission within tAirty (SO) ~ays of the date of this or~er and 

to '00 and. become effective within :Eive (5) clays of the c.a:te of their 

approval '0';/ this Commission. 
"f __ 1 ~ 

Dated. at San PrDncisco. CalifOrnia, this_-...::/-"';.,._v ____ _ 

day of April, 1921. 

Commissioners • 

• 
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