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Ol?INION' --------
Sa~elle ~ater Cocpany, ap.plicSl~t herein. is ~ ~ublic utility 

water company e:lg8.ged ill the busi:Less of ~iehing -r.ater for do-

~st1c pur~oscs in tho City of Sa~el~e9 Los Angelos co~tYt Cnli-

fO:rnia. 

J.l):plicant alleges that it is opcra:ti:.\g at a loss; that the 

expenses o~ opera.ting the system c.e.nuot be ::'educed..; that a.n in-

crease in rates is necessary 1rJ. order :that t,ee cao.;pany may receive. 
a. proper return upon its capital invested: wheref ore applicant 

submi ts 0. suggested schedule 0:: ra::03 a.:ld asks that the same. or 

such other rates as the Com"'{ aaio=. deems ~a.ir and rcF:.S or:.a:ole 9 be 

e8~bli8hod'. • 

A ~~blic hearing was held in the ~re$ent proceeding at santa 

~onic~, of which all of ap,pl1cant f s c.onsucerz were duly notified 

F.:Jld given a:c. opport'Ql1 ty ~ 0 a:ppesr a.:l.d be heard. 

APplicant presented ~ appreisel showiDg a rcprod~ction eost 
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O:e $93,l50.90, out waived e.ny olaim !or rate fixing "cased. UpOll this . 
valuation, and aocepted the !indings of tAe Co~ss1o~'s engineers 

as e. 1'0. te bese .. 

]!r. D. E .. Earro'tUl. O:le of t:i:.e Con::::1ssi'J!l.' s engi~eers. pre-

sen~e~ a report covering the re~lts of a field investigation, ~ 

appraisa.l of the propert.y and. e. study 0 f the ':0 st 0 f maintenance a.:r:.d 

operatio:l. Ris appra.isal shows a.n esti::ls:teo. original cost 0 f the 

system of ~57.ge4 and $l,l16 as a. proper replaee~&~t annuity computed 

by the 6 per oent sinking fun~ ~ethod. ~nis.report a.lso recomcends 

the su: of ~14,129 as a. fair an~ reasonable estimeto of the future 

annual cost of maintaining and operating t:i:.1s, syr;tem. Theze estimat.es 

were not questioned at tAe l:.ee.ring or subsequently end appear !e.ir. 

The followi:lg is a. snm~nry of tAe annual oharges as in-
dica.'t.~d. e.Oovel 

Roturn 0;0. ~57, 984 e:t 8% • .. • • •• .. :;; 4.039 
1.116 

14,129 
?epla.ee~ent annuity .............. . 
Maintenanoe and opera.tion cost. .. .. .. • • 

Total estimated annual cha.rges •••• ~19,e84 

The to~l revenue fro~ this ssstem !or the ~ear 1920 was 

~12.0S5. an~ averaged $11.182 !or tAe three prace~ng years. It 

does not appear that there is reason to expect any notable increase 

in buSiness in t.b.e near future. It would appear tJlere:f'ore ths;t 

authority to increase tb.e rates s~ould be grantea. 

This utility owns no water storage facilities, 'but an ag::ee-

~ent is in force be~~een J~e City of Santa ~onica and ~he Sawtelle 

~atGr ~o~ans under which the Sawtelle Water Company is given the 

right to utilize the Olivette reservoir. property of the santn Moniea 

Water Company. for storage. water delivered by the applioant to this 

reservoir is meae~~ed. an~ wa.ter returned to 1~ fro~ santa Monica 

water Coopany is also measured. 

The Santa. Monica Wa.ter Company is in a position to dispos.e 
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:-:a.ter Co::.:pany s.t 7.0. co::.ts po:, 100 c:cl>ic. feet., which priee "im-

d.oub'te dl..y retur:oz eo !Jl'oti t to "t:ce Santa. Momea ~ater Compe.:y. ~le 

cos'(; to the 3e:ntelle Viator CO!.':!:9c.::.y of P'llCping ws:ter ~OIll its or,n 

~~ells :f O.'r' t.n.e yeFJ,X ~920, T.'~Z 8.44 cents :par 100 cubic t'eot. 

Daring t.h.('s ~ea:r 1920,. 1:),209,02.8 cubic feet of :pumped water, 

or 7:Sj~ of a:pplic~t T s SUPl'ly,. and 2,. 748, 700 cubic :feet of purchased. 

vlate!r, or .~~~ of its supply, was delivexed. into 'the distribution 

system, aad 5, ·r4'I:.,~C cubic: teet o~ 71'e.tor vms doll.vere-c:l to con-

S1l:Clors.. Zoj s represen1's a. 103& of 5.2iS,.400 cubic feet, or 47i1', 
for all. of wl11c1', the 0. oo.su::er siloulCi. not 10 re Ci:ro.re 0. ."t 0 pa:y. m 
i:l.vestiga:tion, 'i;~~~ o"ojec"t of w~'lich is to locate and obvia.'t:.& '('!lis 

i:l. this ::sys.tec.. Rt.l..t.d.~ing ':'roo ~r bY' tlli.s ::tG't:c.od is 1nafi1eient o,nd 

or turo1:::le pu~s.. . 
... t t.b.e lleari:cg a~m;ocr of c ons~",ers were present and eOXl-

s.'l.der.iole evic.."",,c "".,3 presen".ed.. purrrt1J:lS .0 show thAt t.e.e 

utU1ty iJ.s.~ not !urAis':'ed ""o.eq_.e SG1"Viee to all its eO!lS1l:leZ's. 

~ttlr:t:lg tho ~T1llllDl0r .::::O.n.tJlS o~ t~ YOl:U'S 1919 SJ:.d. 1920. This utility 

h~,s sub~1itted. a ;prog:r8J:::l. 'tiO '~he Cmm:=.:ts~on for tl:.e increase o:f' its 

prcIg:rmn is It077 oeillg (~lr.Cied out. by tl:e utility, and li:>h.ould obns.te-

a. e.t.\o:t.~~\ ot Vlrate:: 'for 'the ~:'I:.lt::ler :C:lontll$ of 1921. 

·tion to 'f.·he !?os;;)i'olll ru."Jl$xa~liion of 1;ho territory ze.:r:ved .by it 'to 

t:w City of Los .~.l301e$.. So::e· 'tiD'le ~:i:c.I:.e, a:l elect1'on was held 

.~t w.llic.h 1 t was cJ.e.1mI'3.ci.. ':;:12.'1; t.o.o me.:f/):r1.ty of the 1:lh.a.bitants o:! 

't.b.i.l~ district voted fo·r a..:mclxa.tio.n. A e onten'tion as to the 1egal-



tel:' is now pe:::tding before tile SU,]?rcme COi.1.rt of t.ois state. Shou.ld , , 
it be ho ld. tAat. t.Lli 3 t.erri tOIj J:Ja.;;; 'De an legally anne:ec! to t.l::.e C1 ty 

0::: r,o~, Angeles, it. would ~oll.ow that tAe City of !,¢S lJlgelea would 

1ll.1i1ma1iely provide applicant's p,ress:c.t CO:l::,:um~rs with water. III 

'View 0 f tb.eze pecu1is.r circ-:.:.msta.:~cos, 1 t doez n':lt c.:ppe.a.r 'C 0 't>-& 

:fair a.t tAis 'time to b'tU'd.oll s.pp~cant. with 'the tlX,PellS:o. :lacessa:ry 

~:o 1ns't8.ll such ae.ctitio'ns ~d be.'t:itermonts as w0111d eXlAb1e it to 

rend.ekr ado qua te service ttnder all. c\:X:ldi t ions an,: at e.ll times. 

lSrov:evor, 1 t appears th<~t with 'the $.tiditions ~d. bettements now 

bei~ 1nl;:-\;.s.l~eci, ip:t?lic,a.nt '8 \~onS'llmO'r3 S.houl,,1i be adeq,,1lB.te17 served, 
I 

although at So great~r <:03'\. ·co the u.t11it.1' th\UJ. uPl~\~ia.rS to "be noc-

tll!:ssry .\ 
\, 

The: 1ne.fficie'lcy of t,b.;ts '~t1:.1 ty" s pumping ~~~rstem, is flllOt'nl 

by the 'fa.ct 'iib.a:1i in ~:c.t.I yeri:1: 1920, Olle fourth of t:i:lt9 water put 

:tt~to its ci.ist.:rlbut1o::., 's~rstelm w.s~ ~rc:rch.s.sed w.8..ter~, ,a.t a less cost 

:per C"'.:to1c foot tAan it cost the ~z:plieant to :P1ll:ll.I~\ wa.ter :t"rolll its. 

own w.e1ls.. t7:tth the 1nstal:to.t!.:>n of a l?rOperly e.qui:ppect :po:~i:lg 

pl,;ant, opere.:;;i:lg azpenseu si.loulcl '04;): reduc.ed.. 

Rates based on '(JJ.o esti::w.:i.ed unnual charges of $29,8&1., as 

3l:J.O'ml a.bove, woc.ld. appca.;c to '00 igr'I8."'lier "thar.l. th.& se.rvice :1s %'ea,s-

t:be ine:tfi..cie=.ectes of operati,o:c. clf t:o.is a:9:PlieaJ:,t So') 1::I.dica:tea: 

above, the. r.etes herein e:a:ts."b,liisb.ed are C\&eme<i fs.::.r and. reaso:c.ablp., 

rates ;i.;or the service ren<iueli. ~:td I submit the :Coll,olvi.ng fo:rm ,yf 
order: 

Sawtelle Water Compa:lY ha'~ng' EJpp11ed t c t:b.e '~lro~~d~ f.;om:nis-

sion for authority to inC%'c;s.s'E) the ra:~es for water ser'71ce by it 

1n tAt' C1.ty vi. Sal"ttelle, Los ,AngelEIS crounty. Cal.if',)rni:~, a l)ublic 

he~1ng having been held, a.:.d. ~he l:~:l;liter ha:l7"i:lg bc<\rIl. sur.adtt,ed, 



t:a.e Sawte.ll& We.tel· COI!1l>a.ny, in so :ear c.s they diff'er 'from the rates 

hereiI:. ostablishod, are ':trJ.just and 1ll:I.reas ons.ble. and. tha.t t:b.o re:tea 

and. c:.harge s her,ein ests.b11shed: are just and. proper ra.~s to be 

charged ior the se.rvice rend:t)red; 

And baslJl,e; i"ts order on tho !oxego 1:o.g finding of ±'nct 1;I.l'Jd on 

the :ftt%'th6r s~L.tements of fec": contained in tho opinion w.'b.ich pre-

cedes this order, 

IT IS 0 k!fGiSY ORDE?ZD by tlle RD.ilroad. Commiss.10n of the stat.& 

of Ca.lifOl"nia tha.t S8.v:'tol1e. t"s.ter Company be. anc. it is hereby 

authorized to filo Wi tA this Comr::ission wi't:cin 't7lenty C 20} days of 

tho date of this oreter tho followirr.g rates ~or 'Water: 

1. For 'Cene!llonts occu:pied. by a siZlgle :~amily . 
of not more tban f~~ persons ...... ' $1.00 per month 

2 .. Fo:!:' tenemonts occupied by a single :fa::lily 
of more than four persons, ~or ea~h 
add.1t1onal person ................. .. 

z. For hotels, taverns and. oos.:dil:.g hou~,es, 
for oach 'board.er. i:l add1 ti 0::. to ti.:.e 
family ra.~e • • .. • • .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. 

4. For lodging ho~es. i!:. s.ddit10:c. to t:c.,l 
fs.m1ly rate, for each 10d.ger, • • ... ,.. • 

5 .. For bUSiness blocks, for ~~S.eA otiice :i.:l 
al1di tion to the base ra.:te of $1.00 •• 

&. 3'0:: p'tt'b1ic bath tubs, each tub . . . . .. 
7. l?cr watGr clotte:ts 1::. :priva.te· resideneen 

and 'ba. th 't'::t.c·$ • • • • • • • • • • • .. • , 

. . . . . . 
9. ~Ior ea.ch ba.r~e~· ShOP9 two chs.j.rs ,~r .les,,>, 

l!'or e.3ch additional che\.1r • • • ..... 

10. For 'bakery 9 :L:l, addi tiOll t 0 t~;E~ fS!lily 
ro.:ce I' ~or ~l.ach "os.:."7Ell of tlcur ~\o:c.su:o.-i 
eJ1i, 5 een'~'~:' but in no case shall the' 
rl3,.'t& f or b~lkurie s "oe lEI S s tJ:lan •• • • 

11. For b·oarding schools, il:. add5.tion to ::l:.1Pt 
f:rlJ:'Jily ra.te. eac.h P\l;pU • .. .. • .. .. . • 

12. For each scll,ool, eac:b. :PU1~1! If)s't1;Qated on 
t~ie a.verag(~ of atte:::da.:lce " • .. • • .. .. 
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lZ. :s'o:r eac:b. soda, fo"lt:ltain4O • • • • • • . . .. .. $CI t 75 per I:lonth 
14. ~o;r building p'XI:'p,osea: r a) ]'Ior e:a.c.b. 100 yards lo,f pla.fJte~~ .. .. ... •• 40 

('b-} For ce.J:t1ant 7lS.!lcs:, f,or ascl! li)O sq. ft. .,,20 
(c) For I~e~~nt c.'ttrb-s, each 101~ l.i.:leal feat .40 
{d) For t~a.ch 1000 'brick la15" 1ncllld1nl~ 

wet~:ing oi br:tc:: and ~slacki~lg o:r line .15 

FoJ:' water usecl for tOE! :pro~ection. (,f' t:c.e 
City and tlw 1l:l.b.a.'b1tants t1lereo~!t froIl! 
:!i:r:e" fOJ~ eac:h fi!',e llyd.ran~ co,a::weted.. 
~t1 til. So f (~ur-inc h :nain or OVUI" .. •• • ,. • • .25· per month 

16 .. For st.ores~ wru:e:c.oilses, bu.tcher :3.!lOl'S, 
halls, photogrs;,ph. galleries" p=1nting 
offices, lIlarket,E:, book bindEIri.es. black-
s:1ith shops, e,a,I::A • • • .. .. • .. .. • • • • 1.00 " 

17.For restaur~t~ ,~d aat1ng ho~ses,from 1.00 to 2.00 

18. :b'or cprinkli::.g erounds ~ gardens, p~~rks 0:-
squs.res. :reX' 50 feet frontage and 150 
feet or less in ~epth .. • .. • .. • .. .. .. • 

19.. ]'or pri va. o!;e horse s , inc l'l!diDg w.a'ter for 
washi=.g ca=riages. for each ilorse •• 

20. For stables for Omnibus, stage, s~ablo, 
'trrl.<:k. ~ e.:::ld. sada.l.e horses, tor ~O 
horses or leas •• • • • • • • .. .. • 
For each additional horse over 10 • • 
~lch p~ents Will include water ter 
~hin$ vehicles. 

• • 

• • · .. 

21. For each \"lS.ter1I:.g trough ill public street • 

22. For eacil cow. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

23. For w~shing or sprinkling of str&ets, for 

.25 

1.50 
.15 

2.00 " 

.15 

I't 

eac1l cart use <1 • • • • • • • • • • .. • • .50 I't dA7 

METER RA~ 

For use :froe. 0 to 1000 cubi:: feet, per 100 cU.ft.$O.2S per mont~ 
?rom 1000 to 4000 cubic ~eGt, per 100 cubic teet, ,.20" " 
.All :in excess of 4000 cubic feet, per 100 cu.ft.. .l2." " 

l..I!"()N!r'ELY Mrll:n.'Ul: C5.f.RGES 

For S!.S-inch 1:7 Z/4-,-1!lch Ilaters • • . • • .$1,.00 
POl' 3!4-izlch :ne".;.e.rs • .. • • • • .. • • • • • • 1,.25 
For l-ineh :c.e·~e.rs • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. l, .. 50 
For 1i-1nch mnte.rs. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 .• 7S 
For '2-inM me.~rs • • • • • • • • .. • .. .. • • 2 .• 00 

I~ IS:aEP3.BY F~ 0ED1:BED that tl:e above estabJ.:lshed 

ra.tes shall apply to :3.11 service rendered Oll ruld after- llay 1, 1921. 

5. 



IT IS E:E?33Y YG:?..Tb~~ O:?'!)E...~ that Sawtelle Wa.ter COl:lpany 

file with this Co~ssio~ for its approval. ~thin thirty (30) 

dass fro~ the ~~te o~ this order rules and regulatio~e to govern 
its relatio~ with its con~er~. 

The foregoing opiniori an~ order ere hereby approved scd 

or~ered !ile~ as the opinion ~d order of the Railroad Comcission 
of tho State of California. 

", I') /"-Dated at San Fr~Cisco, California, this 0</ 

----~~----.------
dey of J.pri1, 1921. 

Comtlissioners. 


