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EETCRE THE RUTIR0OAD CQMIIISSION OF TEE STALE QF CALIFORNIA.
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City of Claremont, 2
Xunicipal corporation,
Complairzant,
VSe Case XNoe 1516,
The Atchison, Toroka snd
Santa Fe Railwey Company,
& corporation, and Pecilic
Zlectric Rwoilwsay Coupany,

3 corporations
PDefendantse
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Joseyh A. Aliard, Jre, for complainant.

M. W. Reed, fox Atchison, Topeks & Sante
e Railwey Company, defendant.

Robexrt C. Gocker, for Pacific Electric
Ralilwey Company, defendante

BRCNDIGE, Commissioner:

In this rroceeding the City of Claremont alleges that <the
crossings of ilexender Avenue and the tracks of the Atchison, Topeks
and Sgnte Fe Reilwey Company ond Pacific Zlectric Rellway Compeny
are axtremely dengorous; thet seversl versons neve been killed or
injured therent; that trairs of both defendsnts cross the cerossing
at a aigh rute of speed ard tast public convenience znd interest
reguire the installetion of getes and their operstion throughout

24 hours each dey and asks thet the Cormission issue an order

directing the instelletion and opexration of croscing gatesSs

In ity enswer the Pacific Zlectric alleges 4hat becatse of
the distance betwecn them the Senta Fo and Pacific Electric ¢ross~
ings propexrly constitute two sevarate and distiact crosgssings rather

then one, &8s mentioned and treated in the applicetion end denies
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that its crossiﬁg is danperous, alleging that cssnelties that may
have occurred could have been avoided by the exerci se of oxdinery
¢care; denies “hat {%8 treins cross tke cfossing in excess of 20
miles por hour, elleges there is no necessity for the installation
and operation of gates and msks thst the comcleint be dismisseda

The Santa FPe denies thet its trains crosg the crossizg at &
high rate of speed and that pudlic convenience and intefest pof: 18
guire the installation sud operatlon of gatess.

L publie hearing wes held in Clezremont on March 23, 1921.

The Pacific Zlectric hes one track acrosa Alexander Avenue
txd the Santa Fe three tracks,=- one mair line snd two side tracks,
the main line being locuted betweer the slde tracks which are each
listant 14 and 15 feet, resyectively, from the main lires

Alexunder Avenue 13.60 feet widc between property lines
end is a macadamized Streets The Pecific Electric orossing ic pro-
tected by en automatic flazgman located north of the track on the
west 3lde of the street, by & suspended sign over the middle of the
street and by a standard crossing sign located =t the northeast
corner of Alexander Avenue‘and First Streete There is also a stan-
derd warning sign loceted oo “he east cide of Alexander Avenue about

150 fect from the crossinge The Santa Fe crossing is protected

' by a standard crossing sign north of the tracks on the west side

0f Alexander Avenue and an auntomatic flagman scuth of the tracks on
the east side of the streets Thore is also a standard warning éign
on the west side of Alexander Avenve sbout 150 feet Lfrom the ¢rosSow
inge

Mr. Geoxge Jenks, Layor of Claremont, testified that the
Southern Celifornie Bdison Coxpany's office on the northwest éor-
ner of Alexander Avenue and First Street and the orance grove to
the north and west of it comstitute on inportant obstruction to
the view of the Pucific Electric crossing and that the feed store

on the west side of Alexender Avenne end 30 feet south of the
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Pacific Blectric main .line obstructed the view of both the Pacific

Electric and Sante Fe crosaingse In his opinion, the eroecing
gates should be imstelled entirely at the expense of the railrosd
bot ke wag onable to state ir the CLity wus willing to teur part
of the cdst o2 the installatiorn of gatese
The City Engineer and Superintendent of Streets introduced

& traffic count, indicating novemernt of 355 vehicles across the'
Saxta Fe tracks and 367 across the Pacific BElectric tracks between
81X ofclock A«Me and six oTclock P.M.,8tating,however, thet in
the pacizing season there was & large use of the crossing at the
time of nis count on November 22ad emd 23rd, 1920, his estimate
being 50% in excess of the figures he submitted. He Stated that
Alexander Avenue was the main crossing to the souta of the City
of Claremont end was used by peodle going to Pomonss In his
Judgment, the 3eznta Fe croasscing i1s more dargerous than thst of
the Pacific Electric, perticularly becsuse of the trees on the
cast 8ide of Alexander Avenue and the fact that in his opinion
the Sante Fe trains exceed 60 miles en hour wher-wostbound and
with'preéailing winds from the west, a train whistle cannot well
be heard. He testifiecd further thet he obgerved that 10 secords
hed elapsed betwsen the time the sutomatic flagmen begen to overate
end the westbotnd Sarte Fe pessenger train reached the croscinge

Eere it mey be well to mention that the signal engineer of the
Sante Fe testified that epproximetely 1400 feet would be covered by
tae train in this ter cecondse This corresponds tq & sreed of
ayrproximately 95 mileg per hoUre

The City Exngineer also etated thet iz his Jjudgment there
was no denger at the Pacific Electric crossing for vehlicles coming
fron the north 2nd no danger for vehicles from the south from
westhound Pacific Electric trainse

Otaer witnesses for the city guve evidence o5 to accidentse

The Rucific Zlectric was granted the privilege of irvestigz-

ving the accidents referred to and of filing with the Commisalon any
3.




report of these accidents which its claim departzent might meXkes

A3 8 result, it reports on both of the Fatal accidents
gpecifically referred to,-one of which involves s man 92 years ¢ld
and evidertly the fault o decossed and the other ar accident the
cause of which is rot spparent. |

The Santa Fe Sigrel Engineer, Mr. E. Winans, stated tkat
the Sante Fe wig wag was insteliled about seven yeare o080 znd that
there had been only three falilures witkhirn the lest three years. He
clao steteld that croscing getes f£for one railroed onliy would cost
approxizetely $2200 gad the cost of cperuticn per year for 24 hours
8ervice Qould ve approxiretoly $5500« 48 to kis Judgment between
the relative effectiveness of gétes and autdmatic flagmen it wes
sleo stipunluted that evidenco submitted in Cases 1519 and 1521
would, where periinent, be considered as evidezncs in %kisg prdceeding,
and reference is 2ereby maie to the Commissionts decision in Case
15194 |

Trhe Pucific Blectric brought out tkhat there was & sSveed
restriction of 20 miles per hour at Alcxander Avecue and that thia
was lived up to. The number of pusserger trains on the Paclific
Electric was stated atl62, vert of which were the Pomona locul
traing, end the numbker of expresz and frolight traine lighte.

The 2acific Bleciric algzo mede o ckheck of the travel over
Aexandor Averue on Mondey March 21, 1921, ‘from 8 AJl. 1o 6:30 P.M.,
with the following result:

ARtomObileSencoececenaassd72
Horse-drewn vehicleSee... 33
KOO CYClOBencnencnncanse &%
Podostriot8ecceacccnccacs 83

The vehicular movement over the crossing is relatively light
and the view of approaching trairs, while not good, I cananct con-
sider badly obstructed and after cereful consideration ol the evi-
dence in this case and g rersonel ipspection 0f tne crossirg, I &am
convinced thet conditions as they exist do not warrant my recommexnding

the ixstallation of crossing gatece
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“he combinution of the evidence of the City EZngineer and
the Sisnal 2nginecr of the Sants Fe resuliing in & computed speed
in excess of 90 milcs an hour, I cenrot pass without mention. The
City Engineor uyon cross exacivation stated that while he felt quito
gsure of hic observation of the time, &8 noted sbove, he slso cimitted
that the watceh used for the purpose was not of the beste

A% the hesring, the Santa Fe signel ongineer was not able
to state the exect length of the track circnit to the eust of
Alexunder Avenue, which opeTutes tke sutomatic 2lagmen for westbound
trainse Subscquent to the hearing our engineering deparimers in-
vestigated this matter and reports thet it is too short to give
adequate warning for the high speed of Sants Te westbound trains
&8 they descend a grede of upproximately 0.8% through the easterly
rert of Claremont and I am ccavinced that this track circuit shounld
be rearranged cn the basis of 25 seconds werning for a specd of

60 miles rar houre

I recommend the following form of oxder:

The City of Claremont aevirg comploined of the dangerous
condition of the grade crosgings of Alaxander Avenve and Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe Reilway Conpeny and Pecific EBlectric Railwny
Comgeny in the City of Claremont =nd ssied that the Commission order
the installetlion of crossing zates and their operatior throsghout
2% hours euch day, o pudblic hesripng having beeuw neld and the Com-
wmission being fully apprised in the premises,

IT IS IZRZBY (RDERED, that thic cave be and the same is
heredby diSmissod, end
IT IS FURTHER QRDERED, that The Atchison, Towoks erd Santa
Fe Railwey Company crrenge, within 60 deys fxom the dete of this cxder,

‘that 1ts automatic flegmen at Alexander Avenze ring and operate Lox
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25 seconds tefore westbound treins moving st the rete of 60 miles

per hour reach Alexander Aventoe

Tae foregoing opinion end order are hereby ordered filed

ac the opinion and oxder of the Rsilroad Commissior of the State

of Californize
th Dated st San Francisco, Californis, this ﬁ’( day of
, 1921,

N raten.
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