Decision No. ¥92(.
REFORE TE2 RAIIRO COMIISSION OF TES
..oOo-.

City of La Vernme, =z
Nunicivel corporatioxn,
Complainsnt,
VSe Case Noe 1519
The Atchison, Toreke and
Sents I 2silway Coxmpany,
a corporation, and Pscific
Slectric Railwey Company, 8
corporation,
Defendants.

LI N g R L e e

Joseph A. Allard, Jr., for complainant.

e We Reed, for Atcrison,Topeks & Sante Fe
Railway uomnany Gofendante.

Robert C. Gocer, for Pacific Zlectric Railw&y
COmnany, defendante.

EUNDIGE, Commissioner:

PINIODXN

This i3 a complaint by the City of ILe Verre =slleging the
dengeronus coxndition of the grade crossing of Lincoln Avenue, also
known a8 B Street, ILe Verne, and the tracks of'Atdhison, Topeka
and Santa Fe Reilway Convany and Pecific Elec¢tric Railwsy Companye
It 18 alleged that seversl persons have veen killed or injured at
these ¢rossings; thet trains of both of the defendcats cross Zincoln
Averue 8t & high rate of speed end tret public convenlence and
interest reguire the installetion end operation of getes or the
separastion of grades of the street =zund tracks. It is asked trat
defexdants be ordered to install end operate crossing gates for
24 pours each day, or thal taey be recuired tc oliminste the grade

erogsings by the separation of gradesas
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In its answer the Pecific Zlectric azlleges that since iis
ltrackslare distant 116 feet from the Sante Fe trecis <he crossing
of Lineoln Avexzue by these two railrosds vroperly counstitute two
sepérate crossings instead of one, as mentioned and treetod in the
conplainte It dexies tkrat its crossing is dengerouvs and alleges
that aay casuaities that may have occurred were avoideble by the
oxercise of ordirary care end caution; tzret its trains do not cross
Iincoln Avenue at o sveod in excess of 25 miles an hour; that for
one traveling on the Lhighway there is absolutely xno obstruction
of view of approaching treinms and thet the traffic et the crossing
i3 not of sufficient density to justify elither the instellation
of crossing gates or the sersration of gredess

The Sante Fe slso denies the dsngerous caaracter of its
ceroscing;: that its <reins cross Lircoln Ayenue'ét g high rate of
speed and the further allegation that public convenlence esnd in=-
terest require the installation of crossing gates or the el tion
of thia crossing as a gradé ¢rocsinge

A pudlic hearing was neld in La Verne on ifarch 23, 192l1.

Zincoln Averue, ILeo Verne,‘is the principal atreet used by
automobiles beiween Pomone 2nd eithor Le Verne or the Foot Hill
Zoulevards Tae Senta Fe has one main lipne treck crossing this strecte

The Pacific Electric 2lco has ore mein line track end e spur track

located approximetely 16 feet north of i%s main line track, which

is 116 feet south of the Sante Fe tracke

Iincolr Avenune i3 80 feet wide betweexn property lines and
5049 feot wide between curd liness It is paved from curb to curﬁ
with an a&nellent pavemexnt in very goocl conditione The Santa PFe
crossing is now protected by o stzudard crossing eign on the east
side of Lincoln Avenue and norta of tiae treck end by an zatomatic

flagman on the west 3ido of Iincoln Avenue and south of the tracke




There is also & 3tardarc warning sigz on the weut side of tae
streot aporoximately 110 foot roerth of the tracke The Pacific
2loctric croszing is pretected by & standard crossiné sigﬁ end &n
eutomstic flagmen both on the east side of Iincolr Lvente amd south
of the tracke Thaere 15 also a warning sigh on the came side oX
the cireet about 25C feet from the crossinge

t & point 50 feot south of the Santa Fe track the view is

unobécured for ghout e mile to the west snd one half mile to the

085t and frox & point 50 feet north of the 4rack foxr 1200 feet to

t20 west and 2000 feet to the eactas

Witnesaes for the City of Lo Varne all teatified ac TOo the
dangerors condition of the erossing and severel told of sceidents
and near accildents that had occurreds. In sddition 1t was brought
out that there had been certain failures of the Paciific Eloectric's
sutomatic flsgmen and that the proximity of the two crossings created
a certain amount of confusion te itravelers on Lincoln Avenue which
greatly ircreased the hazard of veniculear travel. It was also
gtated that treins ol both the Pecific Electric and Senta Fe cross
Linoolr Avenue ot & very aigh rate of speed,but there were no re-—
éults 0f actual tes3ts of the swmwed of traims Zatroducede

Apother fact tending to imerease the dengexr was silated in
that the Sgnts Fe freight trains stood on the track in such 2 way
that the éutomatic flegmen opcruoted, although no train was coning,
and that this comditicn resulted in a loss of confidence by travelers
in the flagmene

The City Bngineer and Superintendext of Streets of La Verne
made e count of the traffic om Sundey, Mexch 26, 1921, from § AdMe
to 8 PuMe., the weether that day being ¢ool and cloudy, with a little

rain in the evening, and zcnother count or Wedresday, lMerch 16, 1521,




Prom 7:30 AdMe t0 7:30 2.M., the weather this dsy being bdright and

cloar. Tho results of these two comnts are s& follows:

Xumbeo2
Traval Marez ota Maxren Joth

Antomobiles, 1326 | - 1016
Horse-drawn vehicles, 5 g
Bicycles, 39
Xotoreycles, 18
Sants Fe treius, 8
Pacific Elactric treins, ;6

He commented further that in his opinion the resl danger
wa3 & possible confusion due to the two'tracks, et elso admitted
thet this was sbout the same condition s for zny double tracte

Taree mombers oL the Board of Trustces were esked 1f tho
City of Lo Verre was propared to assume part of the expense of the
separatibn of grades and while all stated thet they wore unable to
speak for the Boerd of Trustees, they were of the cpinion that tne
City wae not in position to ussume this expenditures

Alve J. Mockner, & member of the Board ¢f Trusteas, silated
thet the Sante Fe was by ordinance limited to & speed of 25 miles
POr AOUYe

The Signal Zngireer of tke Sente Pe, ir. 2. Winauns, testi-
f£ied thet in his judgment sutomatic flegmen were zs effective &s
getese This corclusion was cupported by Lis reasons thet gates
‘were subject to = more variety of fellures than the flagmen, such
failﬁres being due to human errors, breaxage of gates by velicles
and, less important, mechanicsl feilures irn the gates themselves

and that there were more accidents where gates were located « He

elso testified that gates would cost approximately $2200 and that

their operation for 24 hours & dey would cost $3,648424 pexr yeare
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The Santa Fe glsc introduced the foct that the number of
trains ﬁh&t”crosse& Lincoln Avenue were 1l passenger trains and
8 froight trains;thaf Lu Verne iz & regular stor for only one train
axd taet the aversge speed eastbound was 2446 niles per hour and
wostbornd 32.6 miles por houre

The Signsl Supervisor for the Pacific Electric testified,
in generel, the same as the Sagnte Fe signel eongineer, but also
steted that on his road the meintainer insrpected flagmen every

two or three days snd that the average failure per month oer 3ignal

¥e3 0,685 for the 265 odd wig wags 64 the Pacific Eleetried (n
crosa examination he admitted some possidbility of confuslon be-
cause of two tracke snd that the wost-bound speed of the Pacific
Electric trains was probebly forty-five miles an hour. The
Pacific Zlectric also introduced evidence to skcw that sarprise
tosts indicated no speed in excessc of 25 mlles an houxr over the
Crossinge

The Pecific Eloctric asked the priviloge of roferring the

eccidents mentioned to its cleir departmexnt and of filing such re-

cord a8 it might have of these casualtless This hes since been
done zand I hoelieve I may sum up the oviderce as t0 accidexnts by
seying thet those réferred to were apparently avoidsable b7 -the use
of sufficient caution in that no suit was broughkt and claim Liled in
but one case egainst the vartys It snould be noted, howover, that
there is always erother side to the story amnd taat I meke n0o attempt
to adjudicate the guestion of resporsibility Lfor these accidentss
Tae Pgeific Electric also mede g cheek of trevel over

Lincola Lvenmc on Setuxday Mexreh 15, 1921, from 8 AMe to 6:30 2.M.,
tals count resulting as follows:

AntonobilesS ceieeccancencesasd003

Horse~drawn Vehicles «..c... 12

otoreyecles cveeveees cemeens 43
Ledestrians ......

Se




The traffic over the crossing is rot perticulerly heavy,
thero is uncontradicted evideance that the view at both of these
crossings is good Ir oll directions end further sireo investigatiam
by our engineering departwent at amd subsequoert to the hearing
irdicetes that the sutematic flegmen ring for & sufficiently long .
pexriod of time for even the higher rates of aspeed of both the Santa
Fo znd Pucific ZElectric trains, I am convinced tkhat the public -
interest does not reguire eifher the instellatior of crossing getes
or the separation of grades et this crossinges

I rocommend therefore *hat %his cese be dicmissede

The City of Lan Verze zeving compleined of the dangerous
condition of the crossings of Lincoln iveaue, Le Verne, and the
tracke of the Atchison, Topeks ard Senta Fe Railway Company and
Paeific Eloctric Reilway Compeny and asked thet the Commission
order the instelliction and operation of crossing gates or the
Jeraration of grades, a public zZearing heving been held znd the
Comission being fully apprised in the premises znd of the opinion
thet the comnlaint should be dismisced,

IT IS ZEREBY ORDERED, +that this action be and the same
i3 herebhy dismisseds

The foregoing opinion exd order are heredy epproved and
ordered Ziled as the cpirnion and order of the Railroa& Comniseion
of the State of Celifornice

%k . Doted at Sen Francisco, Californie, this :z’( ey of
Lot
|

-z?t:u, 1921e
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Commissioners.




