Decision Xo. J2 23 .

SEFORE TEE RAIXROAD COLMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

o~ hard
AN TENT S T AT T
£ BT U

\Lf O S SO SUO U Ui w?
In the Matter of the Application )
of MOKELUMNE RIVER POWER AID WATER )
COMZANY, & corporstion, for estab- )
lishment of a schedule of rates to )  Applicatiorn No. 4943.
be crarged for water farzmiszhed by )
it in Calaveras Couwnty. )

F. J. Solinsky, for epplicaxnt.
F. G. Mitchell, for comsumers at Ilokelumme TL1l.

R. A. Fox, for comsumers at Valley Springs.

3Y EE COLZIISSION:

SUPPLEMENTAT OPINION ON FURTEER EERARING
AND IXVESTIGATION

Heretofore, on April 8, 1920, this Commission remdered its
opixnion arnd order in above extitled vroceeding - Decision No.7394.
Subsequent thereto a nmmber of the consumers filed informal com=
Pladats, alleging in effect that the rates ectedblished therein
covering irrigation sexvice from the domestic pire system of the
Lokelumne River Power and Tater Compeny are uuressonsble end re-
sul?t In undwly higk charges. Several conferences were held boe
treex representatives of the consmars,' the company, and members
of tke Commission's hydraulic engireexizg division in a.n endeavor
to adJust these complsints informally. A48 & result applicant
agreed to accept a reduced rate for such irrigation service and
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rlaced on file a rate whick became effective on Octover 13, 1920.
Discatisfaction amozng the cozsumers contigning, this Commission
ingtituted oz its own motion an investigatiorn and held & further
kearing in the matter on larch 8, 1921, at Valley Springs before
Examiner Satterwhite. |

As evidenced ir the above xmontioned decision, this utility
operates an extensive ditch system, origircally constructed and
used for aydrsulic mining purposes, which use cessed zome years
ago. 3y reason of the present operating comditions and the diff-
erent use t0 which the water ig now puit, the system as it exists
today is largely overvuilt for its present purposes., Therefore
it was very spprarent that should a rate schedrle be established
sufficiently nigh to yield a full return of the znnual expenses
of this utility, including interest on the investment, the few
consumers at present receiving service would be burdered with
charges urduly aigh and greater than the service is reasonably
worth. Accordingly, the rate schedule established in the said
decision was designed 1o yield only & partisl return to spplicant,
commensurate with the conditions obtaining but considered fair
both to the wtility and its consumers. '

Toe eviderce snows that tze maintenence ard operation expenses

for the past three years have averasged about $7,250 annmally, not
izcluding texes, which for 1920 amounted to $3,106.2L. The reverme
from water seles during the year 1920 wes as follows:
Mining use (guartz mills) . « o « « « o . o $2,061.47
Domestic use, inclrding ga:den irrigation . 2,405.26
Irrigation directly from the ditch. . . . . 341 .50
T0tale o ¢ o . . . $4,808.23
The record shows that the income from gquartz miring is not
dependable because of the irregularity of operation. During 1917

seven mines were operating, yielding a revemue to the utility of
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$5,151.33. At the time of the hearing in this motter only oxe
nine supprlled with water by thls wtility was ixn operation.

Lpplicant filed a tabulated survey oL the r»remises of tkre
domestic users, including the area irrigated and showing the
monthly cbargéa by applying the established flat rate schedule.
It iz noted that tho area 0f gardens and orckards irrigated in
connection with the domestic sexrvices is large as compared with
such use in othexr localitles.

4t present there are ebout 85 aciive domestic consumers on
the systex. Recently meters were installed oz 22 of t&:ese sexrve
Ices ond the record of metered use for the period October, 1920,
to Pebrusry, 1921, when tkere was little or no irrlgstion, shows
that the monthly consumption 62 practically all came well within
the egtablished minfamuum of approxirately 400 cubic feet monthly
for & 5/8™ metex.

The testimony of protestants at the hearing was mminly con-
fined to complaints to the effect trat the established rates for

Irrigation In commectior with domestic sexrvice result in wnrease

onable and prohibitive ckarges. It was contended that the rates

for this service should be comperedle witk the mirer's inch rate
as established for irrigation use directly Lrom the diteh.

Puxrther, protests were entered regaxding the water shortage
¢f the pagt few years and counseguent total cessation of service
durirzg the late summer months in the district served below Mokel~
umne ELll and perticularly st Velley Springa;

The evidence siaows that this ditch system was constructed to
delivar the large volume of water required for mining vurposes
in the eaxrly days, whick use was largely during the winter and
spring months, while the presexnt meximum demand Ffor domestic and
Iirrigation purposes is during the summer months, when the zatural

stream flow ig at & minimum, feking into consideration the large
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seepage and evaporation loases from the ditch it is evident that
uge for irrigation purpoéses camnot be largely extended without the
construction of storage facilitles.

Applicant adnits the condition of disrepair of ditches and
flumes and consequent seepage losses, but contends that the possi-
ble return from the present or prospective future uses of water
is mnremunerative cnd will not warrant the expense necescary for
extonsive repalrs or rexsemsals.

Certainly the situation presented is ar extremely uwusatis~
factory one. Eere we have & wabter systen consisting oL approxi-
mately 40 miles of ditches ard flumes originally cmstructed to
supply an industry requiring great volumes of weter. This re-
guirement no longer exists. The utility is now depeadent Lor 1its
income wpor & small domestic snd irrigation use, except for such
revorue received for suprlying quartz mires., The revermme it re-
ceives from these sources is rardly adeguate To support tle gystem

TopeTriy. The result ic a situvation that mst ne met by esteblish-
ing & schedule o2 rates that will as equitably es possible distrib-
te among the avellable consuﬁgggzzig cost of opersting tkis system.
s we gee it, the most promisingAsolution to this prevlienm is tre
fnclusion of er additional acreage wader this uwtility's system to
Justify the installation of storage facilitiez sufficiently large

to insgure & comtinuous supply throughnout the irrigation seasen,

oxd to take care 0L snortage in the everT ¢of years of scarcity of

water supply.

It appears that the situwation, slresdy masatisfactory, is

aggraveted by lack of cooperation between the utility snd its con-
gumers. Both the comsumers and the utility should do all in their
power to relieve thic condition, and should in evexry way facilitate

the operatior of the system. We canxot urge too strongly the fLact




vhat savlisfactory service can only be obtained through cooperation,
and we velieve that axy personal grievarce which sny of the con-
sumers have should be laid aside to Purther tho welfare of the
extire coxmunity.

The difficulties wadoer which this company operated during
the past season were further sccentusted by the failure of the
naturel water supply. 4s o result of four successive seacons of
& scaxcity of rainfall, the natursl water supply in Colifornia be=-
come well-nigh exhausted. Suck drought conditions affected mear-
1y every water utility irx the sitate. The sexvice of the Mokelume
River Power and Uater Company suffersd to o marked degree., as the
supply was irsufficlernt to overcome seepsage znd other 2L0sse8. AS
& result a great ruxber of the comsumers withheld the paymont of
their billé. The drought conditions Zeve spparently passed, snd
the consumers of tais system seex gssured of s plertiful water sup-
Ply for the present season. We urge that trese consumers cettle
thoir sccounts with the compeny immedistely becsuse, obviously,

the compery camnot contizme to operste with seriously impedred

revenuo. In casSes wWiere certedin consumers feel that they zave beex

improperly charged, and sr amicatle egroenent carmnot be reached
Witk the wTility, such consumers may deposit with thic Commission
the emount claimed by tze utility to be due in accordarce with the
general rule of tkis Commission regarding the secitlement o2 dis-
putod bills.
Toe order herein will cmtain s schedule of rates which tekes
to conslderation the neceseities of the situation and 4z intend-

ed t0 overcome as rearly as possible tae difficulties both o2 the
WELLLEY ang IT8 aonavmiass.

SUZDIRANDAL ORDER
This commissior havizg heretofore, om April 8§, 1920 (Decision

50.7394) issuwed 1ts order in the above ontitled Proceeding, auvthor-
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izing axd directing the Mokelumme River Power and Tater Compary,

a corporation, to file and charge & certain schedule of rates, and
romerous consumers having recuested a modification of sald retes
covering irrigation service fxrom this utility's domestic pivpe
systex, and thereupon a further investigation having deer insti-
teted by this Commission on its own Initiative, & public Learing
having been held exd the matter khaving been submitted:

It Is Horeby Fourd gs g Fact thet tke rete schedule at pres-

ont in effect iz 80 fer es it differs frozm the xate scheodule here~
iz set out, is wxmjust and unressoneble, anéd that the rates herein
established are Jjusit and regsozadble rates to ve charged its cone-
stners for water;

And basing ite order upon the foregoing fizéing o2 fact and
the further gtetemonts of fact which are comtalned inm the opinion

which precedes this order and in the opinion irn Decision No.7394,

IT IS HEREBY QRDERED thet liokelumne River Power and Tater Com-
pary, & corporstion, De and it ic hereby authorized and directed
to file with this Commiscion within twenty (20) deys of the date
of this order the followirng schedunle of rates Ffor water delivere&
to its coxsumers, sald rate: o be charged for all service ren-

dered subsequent to June 15,1921.

RATE SCEEIUIE
Monthly Flat Rates Lor Tomestic Tse

l. Residences and terxements of four roomz or
less, occupied by a sirzgle femily. . « . .
mor each additionsl ro0m « . . . . .
Additional for eack flush toilet or bazh *ub
Additional for private barn - not more than
2 R0TS63 OF COWS v ¢ v o o o = o o« o o » o
For esach additionsl Lorse O COW « v o o « o

Irrigation of lawns, shrubbery, trees, gar-
ders, etc., per 200 cguare foet of gurface
actually watered,

Tor 3000 squaxre feet or 2688 ¢ o . . . .
From 3000 to 10000 square feet . . . . .

Z11 over 10000 squere €6t « o o o o -
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Frivete boerding houses, each roomer or
boarder, in addition to the family rate.

Iivery stables and stock yards per average
mueber ¢f stock fed, each. . + o . . . .
Winimuy ChaTBE o « o o o o o o ¢ o o «

Blacksmith, wagon aznd repalr skops . . . .

Public gereages, average 4 amtos or less. .
Tor eaca edditional auto . « ¢« ¢ ¢ & .+ .

Barber skops, for single chair . . . . . .
Por eackh additional ckhelir. . . . . . . .

Scda fountains, soft drink places, aond fce
cream or lunck parlors, either alonme or in
conrection with other busiress . . . . . .

Cresmeries, slaughter houses, bottling works
&nd la’mmasl - - - - . L] LJ - L] - L] - 2.00 to

Butcher shops, bskeries, drug stores, under-
takting parlors and dentists' offices . . . .

Billiard parlors, freternsl nhalls, clubd
rooms, plunbirg shops, churckes, storee and
skops not otherwice listed « v « « o « . . .

Baxuns in connection with stores, shops, etc.,
not moxe than tWo 2OTSES v v v v v o o o «
For each additional horS8. « v v« o o o » o

Additional for each betkh tub, flush toilet or
urirsl In 4 to 11 inclusive. . . o . . . . .

Por ¢old storage machines in sddition o store
mte's-o-.---a.oo.-c-ooolosoto

Living rooms In comnection with storee or
shops, additionel to store rate. . . . . . .

For wse of hose in Lront of stores or shops
for washing wirdows ené sprinklirg side-
walks and roedway, according 10 use. . 0.25 %o

Zovels ard lodging rouses:
TOr dining rooM. « ¢ 4 ¢ o o o o .
Por bedrooms without rumnirg water
For bedrooms with rwanizng water. .
E‘Or QaCh b&th m.b'- - 3 - - - - - -
For each flusn toilet or wrinel. .

Water motors, depending oz size. . . . . 0.75.%o

Tor eack hydrant especislly instelled for
fire protection or for the individual use
0L persome, firms or corporstions for fire
Service @XCluSivOlT. o« + ¢ o o o o o ¢ o o o 75




20. Weter for e&ll purposesc or estadlichmenvs not
gpecified in 2bove sczedule, caorged fox
at messurea rates.

eter Retes

1. Uindimum montaly payments: .
5/8~inch zeters. $L.75
%/4-inch metexrs. 2.00

1l ~inch meters. . 2.25
l#-incn meters. . 2.75
2 -inck meters. . : 3.00

2. Quentity rates rer 100 cublc Zcet:
From O “o 1000 czbic feet per month. . . + . . .25
rorn 1000 to 3000 cuvic feet per montk . . . . .10
A1) over 5000 cubic foet per moava « o o + . . 04

Metere mey be installed ot tho oplion of the consumer or the
compeny. Waez & moter ic insvelled at the roguest of &
consuzer, & aepoo;* zey be regulred, suck & deposiv to De
rotrrned to the corsumer &3 & crodit on montkly weter Dills
et the rate of one=-third of the montzly bills Zor water
usod.

Irrization, Liinings snd Indusvriel Usos~-
Opez Diteck Service:

Pexr nminer's
Tor Irrigetiorn Season ineh per day

24-nour seorvice, comntinuous flow . . $0.3%5
li~kour service, contizuwous Llow . . 0.20
24=-hour cervico, nox~cozitinmous flow Q.45

Tor Caloxnder Vesar

24&=-rour service. contizvous flow . « . . .+ . 0.39
l12«hour sexrvice, continuvons f1owW . « « .« . . Q.15

Kinimum saruel peymeat will de “ho equivalent of 1/4
of & miner's ixck continuouns flow for irrigation sescson.
Uiner's inch oguals 1/40 of & cubic £oot per second.

/
Dated 2t Sen Trenciced, Cslifornic, this ;l&f ~ day

%\m , 1921.
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Lepectin

Commissioners.




