
Decision No. /~;t.3 .. 

EEFO?E ~ RAILROAD cmcr.!ISSIOlf OF ~ SU~ OF CALIFO?.NIA 

In the Matter of the APplication ) 
of MOKELUM:NE RIVER roWER .A.i."m VlA'j!zR ) 
COM?.A.i.U. a. C orpors. t1on. for ostao- ) 
lishment of a. sc.hed::l.le of ra.tes to ) 
be e~ged for water ~she~ by ) 
it in ca.la.ve.ra.s CO'llllty. ) 

F. J. for appliea:lt .. 

APp11eation ~o. 494Z. 

]I .. G. Mitchell, :for consumers at I:.:okel'tlmne ::rill. .. 

R. A. :E'ox. for consumers at Valley Springs. 

BY ~ COMUISSION: 

Eereto~ore. on APril 8, 1920, this Co~ssion rendered its 

op1:ion and order in above entitled ~roceed1ng - Decision Nooo7394oo 

SD.bs.equent thereto a. =001' o'! tlJ.e conSilDlars ~1led 1n!or.nal com

pl~ts, a11eg~ in e~fect that the rates e~tabliShe~ tharein 

covering irrigation service trom the domestic pipe system ·of the 

Uokelumne River ~ower ~d ~ater Comp~ are unreasonable and re

Stl.lt 1n -anduJJr high charges. Several conferences were held bo-

tween representatives of the consumers, the co~pany, and mecbers 

of the Com::ti:ss1on's hydraulic enginee....~g d.i'Vision in an endeavor 

to adjust these cocplaints i:l:f:o:'!:lallyoo As a result applicant 

agreed to accept a reduced rate tor ~ch irrigation service and 
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J;)la.c.ed. on file a. ra.te which be.ca.me effec,t1ve on October 13, 1920. 

Disoa.tisfaction ~ong the eons~&rs continnins. thi~ Cocm1ssion 

instituted on its o~ motion an investigation and held a further 

hearing in the matter on March 8, 192.1, a.t Valley S:prings before 

Examiner Sa tte.rnhi te • 

AS evl~enced in the above ~ont10ned decision, this utility 

oJ;)e.ra.tes an extensive ditch system, or1gi~y constructed and 

used :for hydraulic mfn12'Jg purposes, wll.1ch u.s.e ceased sOtle yeus 

ago. By reason of the prese:::l.t opera.ting conditions and the d.1ff

arent ";lS.e to which t.c.e wato.l' i8 no'l't put, the system. as it exists 

today is largely overbUilt for its p:re~ent purposes. Wherefore 

it was very appar~t that should a rate schedule be established 

s:u!ficiently high to Yield a fllll :return of the :!Il.ntta.l expenses 

of this utility, ~clud1ng interest on the 1nvestcent, the few 

consUlllers a.t J;)resent receivi!lg service would. be burdened. With 

charges 'llIlduly high and g=ea.ter than the service is :reasonably 

worth. Jlcc.ordi:lgly,. the re.te schedule esta.b11sJled in the said 

decision was designed to yield. only a. partial return to applicant, 

co~ensurate with the conditions obtajning but cons1dere~ fa1i 

both to the utility and ita con~ers. 

The erl::lence sllO'r.8 that the maintenance and operation expenses 

for tho :past three years: lla.vo averaged abou.t $7,250 amma.lly, not 

1:c1ud1ng texes, which for 1920 amounted. to ~;)3,lO6..21. The re.venue 

froe w.ater sales d.uri:g the year 1920 was as follows: 

M1ning use (quartz rdlls) • • • • • • • • • $2.061.47' 

Domestic use. including garden irriga.tion. 2,405.26, 

Irriga1:ion directly froe the d1 tell. • • •• 341.50:' 

Total. • • • • • • $4,808.23 

The record shows that the incotle from quartz. mining is not 

dependable because of the irregu.l.ar1 ty of oper,g,t10n. During 1917 

seven cines were operat1:z.g, j1eld1:g a re.venue to the utility of 
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$S.l5l.3.'3. At the time of tho hearing in this matter only one 

mine supplied ~1th water by tbis utility wa$ in operetion. 

APplicant filed ~ tabulatod survey of the premises o~ tho 

domestic users, 1nclud1.ng the area irrigated and showing the 

monthly ehe.rgea by applying the osta.blished. fla.t rate schedule. 

It is noted that tho area. ot gardens s.nd orchards irrigated in 

connection With thQ dOQest1e services is large as co~sred with 

such use in othe: localities. 

At present there are about as active do~estic consnmers on 

the syste~. Recently meters wera installed o~ 22 of these serv

iees and the recor~ o! metered use for the period Oetober~ 1920, 

to Febrnary, 1921, when there was little or no irrigation, shows 

that the montlly consumption o~ practically all came well Wi thin 

the astablished :ni'Oi:rrwn of appro::d.J:a.tely 400 cubic feet monthlJ" 

for a. s/Sw meter. 

~he test1:lony of protestants at the hearing was mainly eon

~ed to eomplaints to the effect that the establiShed rates ~or 

irrigation ~ connection With domestic serVice result ~ ttnX988-

onab1e and prohibitive charges. It was contended that the rates 

for this service should. be c oI.1psxable Wi. th the ::tiner f s inch rate 

as established for irrigation ~se directly from the ditch. 

Further, protests were entered regarding the water shortage 

of the :past few years and eonseq,uent tota.l eessa.tion o~ servieo 

during the late ~er months in the district served below Mokel

'WtIlle Hill and perti cularly s:t Vs.lley Sp:r1:lgS. 

The evidence s1:.ows tha.t this di tel:. sysUJm was construeted to 

deliver tho l~ge volume of water ra~red for ~ing purposes 

in the early days, which use ?las largely during the Winter and 

spring months, w~le the present 

1rrigtt.tio:c. p'l.lrPoses is during the S"O.lllIter montha, when tho ns:turaJ. 

stream now is a.t e. minirmm. Te.ki:lg into considera.tion the large 
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S$GP£LgC and ovapora.tion lossos trom the d.i teh 1 t is evident that 

UBO for irrigation P\U'I>osos cannot bo largely extended Withou.t the 

constnct1on of stcrage facilities • 

.A:Ppl1eant s.d.:l:.tts the condition of disrepair of ditches and 

flumes ~d consequent seepago losses. but contends that the possi

ble retu-~ froe the present or prospective ~ture uses of water 

is unremnnor~t1ve ~d will not ws.~ant the expense neceseary for 

extensive repairs or renewals. 

certainly the si~tion presented is an extremely ~S&t1s-

factory o~e. Eare we have a water sYstem consisting of ~pp:rox1-

mately 40 miles of: d1 tches a::.d il:ames originally c aa.s't::'t:cted. to 

supply an industry reqilil'1.ng great volu:nes of ws.ter. Zo.is re

~rement no longer exists. ~e ~til1ty is now dependent for its 

1ncome u:Pon a s:nall do::est1c and irriga:t1on use, except for suc:c. 

reveDnO received for ~pplying ~tz mines. ~e reveDne it re

ceives :from these sources is hsrUy adequate 'to suppo::t t~ ~stem 

properly.. ~e rezult is s. Situation that IllMst -oe met 1):7 establish

ing a schedule of: rates th&t Will as eq,u1tably as possible- dis'trib

ute amollg the availa.bla CO::l.su:ners the eost of operating this system. 
ul~i:ns.t& 

AS we see itp the most ~rocisi=s~~olution to t~s proble~ is the 

incl'llSion. of all add1tio:aa.l acreage tt:lder tins utility'S system tc 

justify the installa.tion of storago ~a.cili ties sufficie:ltly large' 

to 1ns-.;:.re a. c ontinuoua supply ~:hroughout the irrigation s-ee.eon. 

end. to take care of sAortage in the evell't of years of aea:rci ty o£ 

water supply. 

It appears tha.t the si tua.tion. already 'Ilnsat1siactory, is 

aggra.~ted oy lack of cooperation betwean the uti11ty nnd its con

S'Wners. Both the consumers and t2:1e 'tl.t1lit;r should do l:IJ.l ill their 

:power to relieve this c.ondition, and should in every way facilitate 

tho operation of the system. ~e c~ot urge too strongly the fact 
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that satisfa.ctory service can o:oJ.y ·00 obtained through cooperation, 

and ~e ~e11eve that ~ personal grievance which any of the con

~~erc have should be laid aZide to ~ther tho wel!are of the 

entire comcnnity. 

The di:f'ficu.l tios undor which tJlis c O:lPaDY ope.rated during 

the past season were fu.-ther a.ccen~usted by the failure of th& 

Zl:l.ture.l wa.ter supply. M c. rosult 0:: four successive seaSOll3 o:! 

a scarcity o:! ra1n:t=a.1l. the na.~.:.ral v:s.ter supply in california 00-

~c well-nigh exhausted.. SUch drought condi t10llS B.:ffoeted ::lear

J.y avery v.:a.'ter utility 1I:. the sta.te. The service of the Mokeltmme 

River POVlar and cra.ter Co:n:p~ suffered to a. marked degree. a.s the 

StlPply wag insufficient to ove:cot:e see.page ~cl OUCl:: l.osaeo. .A$. 

EJ. result So great =eer of the c onS'tl!:lers 'Vii thheld tAe :paymont of 

their bills. ~e drought cond.i tions have ~:?J?a.:::"ently passec:., and. 

the consumers of this systec scem ssSU%ed o! a plentiful water sup

ply for the present $'Cason. We urge that t~ese eon...COUI:lors settle 

thoir accounts with the comp~ lmced1a.tely bec~use, obViously, 

the co:zpeny c.annot co:c.ti::lue to ope:e.te with seriously .1mJ?aireC: 

revenue. In cases ';'lJ:.ere eezte.in c O:lCu.me.:;: feel th8.t they 1lavc ·aeen 

improperly charg&d, and an amic~ble cgre~ent ~ot be reache~ 

wit~ t~o utility, such CO~O:$ ~ depOSit With this Co~ss10n 

the atlount claimed. by tl::.e utility to '00 due in a.ecord.a.:c.ce. "Rith the 

genoral rule of this Co:mission regarding the settlement o~ ~s

:p1.O.toc! bills" 

Tile order hare1!=. V11l1 C a::ltc.in a scheclule o! ra.tes which takas 

~to co:c.si~era.tio:c. the :c.eceseities ot the si~t1on and is intend

ed to overcome as :c.ec.rly as pOSSible t:a.e clif:;ic'Ul ties both o~ the 

~wn;;r~~ O?DE!{ 
Z'b.1.s COlI:Il1.iss.1o:c. 1la.v1::g heretofore, on ,,1;:p:::-11 8, 1920 (:Dec1sion 

r.O.7S94) issued its order in the above ent~tled proc6e~, 4uthor-
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izing and directing the Mokelumne ?ive~ Po~er and uater CoCP~. 

a. corpora.tion, to file a:J.d cllaJ:ge a cortain schedule of ra.tes, and 

~erouo co~ers havi~ re~uested a ~odifiea.tion of sa1d rates 

covering i~r1gation service fro~ this utility's domestic ~ipe 

system, and thereupon a fUrthe~ investigation having 'ceen inst1-

~ted by this CO~~i3sion on its own initiative, a public hearing 

haVing been he ld. e::.d the matte: haVing be en :::ub:t t ted: : 

It Is Horeof Found as a Fact that ,t~e rete sehedule at pres

en.t in e:f'fect ill so far e.s it di:f'fe=s from. the rate. schodule here-

1:. oet out, is u::.just a:ld u:c.reasona.b1e, and that the rs.tes herein 

establiahed are ~ust and =easo~ble rates to oe ~ged its eon-

s~ers for water; 

And. basing its order upon the :Zoregoi:l.g f1:.d.i.n.g o~ fo.cot and 

the ftlxther statements of fact which are con.tained in the op1n1.0n 

which precodes this order ~d in the opinion ~ Decision No.7394, 

I~ IS HEREBY OP.DERED that UokelUIll:le Rivor Power and. Water Com-

pa:;.y, a corporation, 'oe and it is hereby authorized and.. d.irected: 

to file with this Co~is:ion within twenty (20) days of the date 

of this o:der the follo~g sched.ule of r~~es for water de~1vered 

to its cons'Wller:, said ra.tes to be charged for all service ren-

dered subsequent to JUne 15,1921. 

Monthly Flat Rates !or ~o~estic use 

1. Resid~nces and te~eme~t3 of four roo~s or 
1es&, occupied by a s~le family ...... . 

~or aach additional room • • • • • • • .. • • .. 
~dditional for eac~ flush toilet or bath tu~ • 
~ddit1ona1 for private barn - ~ot more t~ 

2 :c..orses or cows . • • • • • • • • • .. .. .. • 
For each additional horse or cow .......... . 

2. Irrigation of la~s, shrubbery, trees. gar
dens, etc., per 100 square feet of surface 
actually watered, 
~or ~OOO sqnsre feet or less .. .. • • .. .. .. 
From 3000 to 10000 square feet .. .. .. .. • • 
Allover 10000 s~uare ~eet • • • • • .. • • 

6. 

~l. 7.5 
.10 
.20 

.60 

.25 

.os 

.05 

.OS 



• 

z. ?:rivo.te boarding houses. each roomer or 
boarder" in addition to the family rate. • • $0.15 

4. Livery stables and stock yards POl' average 
nm:."oer c! stock fed teach. • • • • • • • •• .25 
1.:in1mtUn charge • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 2.50 

5. Blacks:::li th, wagon a:ld. repa.ir shops • · . . 2.00 

3.00 
.30 

&. 

7. 

Po.'blic garages, average 4 antos or less. • 
For each additional auto • • • • • • • • 

. . 
• • 

Barber shops. for single chair ••••• 
For each additional chair. • • . ••• 

· . . · . . 1.50 
.50 

8. Soda fountllins, soft drink :places" and. ice 
cream. or lunch parlors" 01 thor alone or in 
co:m::.ection with othe= business • • • • • •• 3 •. 00 

9. Creameries, slaughter houses, bottling works 
and laundries. • • • • • • • • • ••• 2.00 to 5.00 

10.. Butcher shops. bakeries, d.rc.g stores, u:c.der-
taking parlors and. dentists' offices • • •• 2.2.5 

11. Billiard parlors. 1'rete:rnal halls, club 
roo~" pl~bing shops, churches, stores and 
shops not otherwise listed • • • • • • • •• 2.00 

12. Earns in connection with atores. $hops" etc •• 
not more than tw 0 horse s • • • • • • • • •• .so 
For each additional horse. • • • • • • • •• .25 

13. Additional for each be::h tub" flush toilet or 
urinal in 4 to 11 inclusive. • • • • • • •• .50 

14. Por cold storage machines in addition to store 
rates. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • l.50 to 4.00 

l5. LiVing roOI:lS in cOmlection with s.tores or 
shops. additional to store rate. • • • • •• .75 

16. For use of hose in front of stores or shops 
for wazhing w~daws and sprinkling side-
walks and roe;dway. accol"'e.ing to use •• 0.25 to 1.00 

17. Eote1s ~d lodging houses: 
For dining room. • • • • • • • • • • • • •• Z.50 
For bedrooms without rnn=1rg water • • • •• .20 
For bedrooms with r~ng water. • • • • •• .30 
:E'or each bath tub,. • • • . . • • • • • • •• .50 
For each flush toilet or urinal. • • •• .30 

18. i/ater :r:l.otOl"'s. depending OIl size. • • 0.75. to ·S.OO 

19. ]'or each hydrant es:pecially insta.lled for 
fire protection or for the indiVidua.1 use 
of perso:2, firma or corporations for fire 
service exclusively. • • • • • • • ••••• 
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20. Water for ell ~urp02es or establis~onts not 
s~eCified in ccovc sc~e~ule. c~crged for 
at ~e&sure~ rates. 

1 .. ~inimum ~onthly payments: 
SIS-inch :ete=c •. 
Z!4-inch meters ........ .. 
1 -inch meters. 
Ii-incA meters .. .. 
2 -i:c~ meters ....... . 

. .. .. 

• $1.75 
2.00 
2.25 

• •• 2 .. 75 
.. .. • .... 3 .. 00 

., ..... Quantity rates ,er 100 cubic ~cet: 
~o~ 0 to 1000 c:01c feet ~er month. .. .. .. • .. 
From 1000 to 5000 cubic feet per month .. .. 
Allover 5000 cubic feet per month • .. 

.. 25 

.10 

.04 

~eters ~y be inst~llc~ at tho option of the consumer or the 
company.. YrAe:. So ::ote:, is installed a.t the roqo.est. of a 
consumer. c deposit =ey ce re~uire~. such e deposit to be 
rot~ne~ to the co~s~er cs c crodit on monthly ~ter bills 
~t tne ra.te of one-third of tAe monthly bills for w~t.or 
used.. 

Irri~a.tion. ~n1ng and In~ustrial Uscs-
Opon ~itch Servico: 

?or Irrig&tion Sesson 
Por miner's 
inch ;per day 

24-hour sorvico, continuous flow ........ .. 
l2-hour service, continuous flow ....... .. 
24-hour servico. non-continuous !lo~ ..... . 

~or Calender Year 

24-hour service. continuous flow ....... .. 
12-hour service. continuous flow ........ . 

E-nimU1:l a.n.Ilulll pc.ymo:ot will be tho equi",a.lent o! 1/4 

$0.35 
0.20 
0 .. 45' 

0.30 
0 .. 15 

of a miner's i~ch continuous flow for irrigation sea.son .. 
~n0rT:s inch 0Cl'C.8.1s 1/40 of a. cubiC foot per second.. 

~ r II....... 
D~t0d. at Ssn Francisco. Cali~ornic, tbis ~ day 

of ~~ ,1921-r 
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