
Decisioll No • .!d;< , 

BEFORE THE RAlLROAD COl!MISSION' OF :IKE: STA!E OF CALIFORNIA 

Il:. the Xatter of the ~p11cat:!.on ot l 
OPPEAEEIXER TROCK LINE for increase 
in r~tes. and additional rulea and 
resu1c.tions .. 

"~plication No. 65l3. 

Wa.rren E. Libby 

OPIl\ION 

Rush Oppennei~er. doing business under the tictitious 

~e of the Oppenheimer Truck Li:e, applies for authority to in­

crease rates for transporting ~erehandise between San Diego, Boe­

tonia and intemec!.ia.te points. 

A public heari~ u~on the matter wa.s held by Examiner 

Westover at San Diego. 

~e ground o~ the application i3 tAat the present rates 

have been in effect tor five years, ~1le operati~ costa have 

ereatly increased. It appears from t:J:.e testimony, however, ths.t 

app~ic~t has kept no books or records from ~i~ the Co~isB10n 

ca.n determine his revenue or operating expenses, nor how tAese 

would be affected 'by pl:l.ci:cg in effect the nelw "tariff, rules and 

regulations proposed. ;~ he cannot present any evidence 5how1~ 

the quanti ties of traffic of various classes l:lovi~ between van-

oua pOinte, nor how the proposed rates would have affected revenue 

if applied to freight movementc during a~ periOd in the pact. it 

is ma.n1feGt that the Co:r=issior. io without sufficient data. upon 

which to deter.cine the reasonable:eGs and effect of the propoced 

ra.tea. 



It is ouggeated that, although the evi~ence ~re3ente~ was insuffi­

cient, the Co~ission "allow six ~onths tentative increase". Dur­

ing tJ:li e ~er10d 3. ca ti $:f'a.c~o::j reco rc. will 'be kep~ .:.nc. aubmi tte~ 

to the Co=i 3si on. 

A nuc'ber of the r~te5 involve increases of 100% or ~ore, 

and :na:lY 0 thers :co re than 50%. It is very apparent that it would 

be unjust to the eh1ppi:c.g and co::.s'Um1ng public to allow increal3es 

without supporti~g testi:o~, especially in view of the recent de-

creases in operating costs, such az, tires and gasoline. 

Zhose oper~ting public utilities ~st realize that the 

only safe course is to maintain ade~te, detailed, exact records 

tro:c which sa.tisf~ctor.1 analyces of o~erating and traffic condi­

tions can be :ade and studied. Wi~out suCh date, the Co=cission 

often finds itself u=able to grant relief in instances where utili­

ties or ca.rriers l:.1ght be able to ~rove the need ot relief with the 

aid of ad.equa. te records. .A;pplicants for increases in rates must 

realize the. t the burden is e.lws.ys upon them to prove tlla. t they are 

entitled to increases, and just ~hat the effect of the proposed 

~ates will be upon ~e1~ ~evenue. 

Q R D E R 

A ~ublic hea.ring ha.vi:g been held u~on the above entitled 

application, the ~tter being 8ub:itted and rea~ tor decision, and 

the applicant having ~led to show acy justification for an increase 

in rates, 

IT IS BEREEY ORDERE:D t:cat the a.pplication be e.nc. it i8 

hereby denied. 

Ile.ted at San Francisco, ee,lifornia., this J r/t....a.a.y ot 

Uay, 19Z1. 

• 


