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EEFORE THE RATILROAD CCIDIISSION OF THE STATE O CALIFORNI%?

In the Matter of the Applicetion of )
VONTERTY-SAN FRANCISCO EXPHESS CCM- )
PANY, a copartnership, for ceriifi- §
é
)

cate of public convenience and ne-
ces3lity to operate auto express axd
freight service betweer San Francisco
and Pacific Grove and Xing City, Hol-
lister and Boulder Creck, Sania Cruz,
and other points south of San Jese.

Applicaiion No. 6636.

ve Sherman Woolf anéd Fred E. Treat
for Applicant.

J. K. Tockwood and Edward Stern for
Arerican Railway Express Company.

A. G. Nevz for Monterey Chaxber of Commerce.

L. N. Braudshaw for Southern Pacific Coxpany.
3Y THE COMMISSION,

OCPIXNION

——— —

Monterey-San Frg.ngisco Express Company applies for auta-
ority to operate freiaht/;?cpreaa service through betweer Sarn Fran-
cisco ond points soutk of San Jose as far as Xing City wizth a
branch to Watsonville aznd Sante Cruz, and one between Salinas and
Pacific Grove.

Public hearings on tkhe applicatior were held by Examiner
westover at San anci’sco anc Gilroy.

At the first hearing, apyonlicant withdre% request to
serve between Santa Cruz and Boulder Creek and between Gilroy axd

Hollister, and withdrew reguest to tranmspor®t freight. Proposed

tariff showed rateg graduated by weight and distance, generally




comewhat higher than current expresc rates. Before the last
hearing, these were revised to substantially the rates of the
Americar Rallway Express Company. Applicant proposes to operate

re “rip each nigkt irx eack direction, leaving Sax Francisco at
10:00.P,X., axnd arriving at Xoxterey at 7:3C AM. Meanwhile, the
prosert express gservice was improved by the addition of trains,
and particularly Yy arrarging <o carry fresh fish frox Xonterey

to San Francisco orn the Southerz Pacific train leaving Monterey
at 6:15 P.M. The principal reason for criginally proposing thé
gervice was o accommodate this traffic, and then developing =
back haul in comnectioxr with it. At the lect hearing, the oxnly
testimony relating to fresh fish movement shows that the new ex-
press service is satisfactory except that shippers are required
to propel the cxpress coxpany's loaded trucks from the packing
rouses on the municipal wharf to the express cepot at the laxd end
£ the wharf. Assurance was givez that this weuld probably be
correciecd by the express company.

Complaint ic made that ice cream movement frox San Jese

to Monterey arrives late and is delivered ir the afternoon rather

then in tkhe zornming, andéd that for the eastern and westerz suburbe

there is no afiernoor delivery, nccessitating o dreyage charge of

50 cents. At precen® such shipments coan leave San Jose at 9:40
P.Y., remain in the car several hours &t Watsonville Junction, axd
arrvive at Honterey at 7:05 A.X., snd be celivered trat morming by
the company's two wagons, free in town and the suburbs, The only
complaint of this service is thet in the hotiesi season the goods
might need repacking axnd re-lcing. It appcers, however, that the
express company provides ccke ice and salt a2t Sax Jose for the
purpoce, and will properly hendle all such chipments oz the night

train, now that it is advised of such desire; that no complaint




had been rade before, and sinlpments nove 2ot been offered for zove-
ment on the night train.

‘Several people testificd to 2 desire of the several com-
munitics to have the San Francisco morning newspapers delivered in
the morning rather thaxn the afterrnoon. It appears that the pro-
posed rates for this service are about Ifive times higher than those
of present carrier, and it is not clear that the papers can be
ready by 10 P.., nor that the busizess would move at the proposed
rates.

Another question discussed in the testimony relates %o
randling of automobile paris waen urgently needed, T™hese are
now usually oxdered Wy telephone for shipment by express or parcel
post. In sonme of +the coxmunities, this service is satisfactory,

but in others there appears to be needless delay in local deliver-

ies, as well as iz ice creax deliveries, Pick-up service in San

Francisco, of such skhipments, are made by *the express coxpany wp

to 5:0C P.N. Applicant proposes about the same service, except
that it ratber vaguely plaxrs to pick up to the close of business

of the wholcsale rouses. The present carrier, witk years of ex-
perierce in the busiress, we belicve can beliler improve its serv-
ice thexr applicant can ouwild and develop a new one with its unlore-
zeen problems.

t also appears that tkhe Soutkhern Pacific Company main-
teins a merchondise cervice under waich goods delivered at its
freight house by 4:00 P.M. iz ready for delivery next day through-
out the territory at Santa Cruz and points north early in the morn-
ing; and at King City by 1:00 P.IL. These hours are average time
for a 15 day check ¢f performance.

It clse mainteins a special berry service for the six-
months' seaszon, under whick berries leave Watsonville Junrction av

5:3C P.XM. ond reack bay poinis at 2:30 next morning, in time for




the ecarly morning markets. The rates are about ore~-third <{those
of applicant.

Believing that the cxpress company can improve its serve
lce in the particulars referred te, and should have opportunity to
Go so before authorizing the competition, we deny *he application
but witbout prejudice te appliconti's xight te renew it if pudlic

recescity and convenilence later seem to require the service it

offers,

ORDER

Public hearings having beern held uporn the gbove applica-
tion, the patier being submitted and ready for decision,

THE RAILROAD COMMISSION HEERERY TECIATES that public con-
venlence and necessity Co zot require the proposed cxpress gervice.
beoitweer San Francisco and points south of San Joase, to and includirg
Xing City, Pacific Grove aund Santa Cruz.

IT IS IZREZY ORIDEED that tke application be and it is
hereby denicd, dut without prejudice.

Dated 2t San Franclisco, Coli

Jure, 1921.
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