Decision No. 24 1\

EEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
SAN JOAJUIN COUNTY for pemmission %0
eross the tracks and right of way of )
the Central Pacific Railroad Compaxny )
Yy a public highway betweerz Wesvon )
and Ripon. )

Application No. 5783.

M. A. Sanborn foxr Countly of San Joaguin.
F. B. Austiz for Southern Pacific Company.

BY-THE. COMCMLSSION:.

OPINION ON REEEARING

San Joaquiz County applied for authority to counstruct
a ecrossing at grade over the tracks of the Southernm Pacific Com-
pany on tke north and south center line of Sectioz 13, Townskip
2 Souta, Range 7 Eaat, between Weston and Ripon.

A pudblic nearizg was set at Stockton, September 7, 1920,
before Exaniner Westover. Yo one appeared on bekalf of zppli-
cant at the time fixed, and the matier was continued itwice until
a representative of the County could be found %o present the mat-
ter. Testimony was then takexn on behalfl of the County and of
the railrozd and the motiter sutmitted, and the Commzission made
its order, Decision Fo. 3171, dated Octover 1, 1920, denying the
application on the grouznd that it appeared that public conveni-
ence and necessity dld not require the proposed crossing. It
subsequently developed that certain interested parties living

ip the vicinity of sald proposed crossing, but not parties <o




the proceeding, through no neglect of thelr own, did not have
opoortunity to then appear. Thercfore, tnre Coun*y pesitioned
for o rehearing, waich the Commission granted, and ordercd a

further investigation.

Accordingly o second public hearing was held by Ixaminer

Westover at Stocxkton.
The provosed crossing would extend Highland Avenue across
+he Southern Pacific right of way to the State Highway. In
the vicinity in question, the State Highway and Southern Pacific
right of way are parallel and adjoining, and exitend norihwest
and southeast. Jack Tone Roazd is an imporitant through north
and south thoroughfare crossing the railroad 1647 feet southe
Tom the propozed crossing. There is also & crossing at
Olive Avenue, avout 2 : rtawesiterly Irom the nroposed
cromssing., The West Ripon Road extends west Troz Ripon, aand lles
southerly from the State nwe a nile on
Jack Tonme Road, one mile on Highlaad Avenue and 14 miles on
Olive Avenue. The three latter roads are parallel and extend
north from the West Ripon Road.
Train movements over ithe nromoscd ¢roazsing consist of
12 regular passenger <rains dailly, trovelling avt an authorized
speed of 50 miles per hour, and 4 : ‘ trains at an
autaorizecd speed of 35 miles 3 Lt ra freights dur-
ing the fruit season especicll
There are approxinately o
Highland Avenue about midway beitween tze Vest Ripon Road and
the State Highway. One or two, however, live near the railway
n Highland Avenue., Trhe »rincipal products of these farms are
milk, cantzloupes, alfalfa and fruit., The milk is handled by
trucks omerated by the Uilx Producers Assoclation over regular

routes. Tnae farmers on Highland Avenue are reguired to toke




their milk' about a azlf mile to tae Jjunction of Highland Avenue
with the Wes poa Road, where it is picked up by the trucks,

v is clai 1ot tney are put o tais inconvenience and expense.
both bhecause of the fact ithat trucks can not operate through Hig@-
land Avenue to tze IHi - znd vecause of the poor condition of |
Highland Aveaue it

Ripon is the %rading center ¢f thic communily and is

located adout 1+ miles southeast of the proposed crossing.

the vizinity in gquestion, i3 reached via the West Ripon R

wiaich becomes Main Sexeet in Ripon. The use of the proposcd
crossing in travel %0 or from Ripon would involve crossing the
roilroad twice; once 2t Ripon. tockion, the county seat, is
abvout 18 miles norihwess r;y, and may e rezciied via the Qlive
Avenue crozsi ing and thae Stote Higaway. There it an objection to
Olive Avenuc becouce it is ¢laimed %o he more sandy than Eignland
Averue, wrnich is an unimproved dirt road,

The division engineer of <the Southern Pacl c Cozmpany
cstimates the cost of the proposed crossing al
counsy exngineer estimaites the cost ai 3750.00, Any expense in-
volved in a new crogsing, uwnder the circumsiances shown lere
should be worne wholly by the ¢county.

The principal element of the problem is o find the bvest
way 40 relieve the farmers of o 7zl f mile houl with their nmilk
products, and adeguately sefeguard +he “4ravelling public. There
zpnear L0 vYe three methods to be considered:
ment of Hignland Avenue for a‘ha
vhe milx trucks can call at *he ranches
chout oze mile farther; second, opening
at an expence 49 the county of 1750.0C to 5900.00; or,

plan proposed by A. C. lLott, one of the Commission's engincers




of opening a road parallel witkh the railroad and near it, to
connect Eighland Avenue with Jack Tome Road ond its crossing.
The cost of grading this rozd is estimated by the engineers at
$150.00 to $300.00. The cost of the land is not Znown, but it
is estimgted that the totdl ¢coat of the new road would be about
the sgme as the proposed crossing. Waile there 1s objection
that irrigation water would interfere with the use of suck a new
road, it would apparently affect it only irn =2bout the sgme de-
gree that Highlond Avenuve iz row affected by it.

Iz view of the hazard to the safety of the travelling
public, the near proximity of present crossings, the expense, and
the relatively few people to be accommodated by the proposed
crossing, the application should be denied.

-

I submit the followirng form of order;

ORTER ON PETITION TOR REREARING
A public hearing having beer keld upon above petition
for rehearing and the matier deing réady for cecision,
IT IS FEREBY ORIERED that tae petition for rehearing be
dismissed and the ordexr of Qctober 1, 1920, in Decision No. 8171,
denying the application for crossing be ard it is heredhy confimed.
Dated at San Francisco, California, this Z'uk' day of

Jurne, 1921,
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