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In the Matter of the Application of

D. A. IEWIS, doing Dusiness under the
fictitious neame ané style of LEWIS
LINB, for Cexrtificate of Public Cone-
voenience sni necesgity to operste =
passenger sud exyress service &8 &
transportation company between Merced
and Merced Falls vis Elerdale, Hopeton,
Snelling and other intermediate points.
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H. A. Encell for Aprlicant. '

We Jo Griffith foxr American Railway Express.

Je Jo Griffin for the Yosemite Valley '
Railrosd.Compary and Yosemite ILumber Coe

Terry W. Werd Zor lMerced-Merced Falls Stage Line

BY THE COMKISSION.
| ORIEIOX

Applicant seexs sauthority to operate :paésmg'u' and ex-
press service between Merced anl Msrced Fells vis monhlﬂ, Eopotbl,'
Snelling snd other intermediate points. ’L |

A publis hearing wes held upor the application at Merced
by Examiner Westovers | | ‘-

Al the points in question are serveld by tho‘ Yosemite
Valley Reilroad and American Railway Exyress Companye. The two tere
minals and Snelling are served by the passanger stages of Stavros .
Brothers, operating mder the tiotitious name of Morced-Xerced
Palls Stage Line. The primcipal traffis ocnsiste of employeos of
'Ioeémito Luxzber Compary, opersting lumber mills at Merced :?a‘JJ.l,-
employing sbout 400 men, and opersting logging a@pi in tha torri~
tory east of Merced Falle ani West of EL I’o:.'tni, exploying sbout au
equal number. The testimony shows that many of the men arrive from
‘the woods too late in the afternoon to catoh the lest treiz for




Morced 8%:3:30, and that the only west bomnd schelule of u@ stage
which 1s opmto&. from Merced Falls to ¥erced ani return is at
10:40 A.M. Thers wss also Bome testimony to the effeot That there
18 Bome demand for sdditional service at Edendale and Eopeton.
The occasion for the present application is the opening
0f & new county road about May 15th, serving all the ﬁoin:u in |
Juestion, At the heariyg it developed that opomtérn of tus pres-
ent stage line contemplated applying foT suthority to changs their
route to the new road and arranging to operste two schednles por
day from Nerced anl returm, the 1ast stage leaving Yorced Talls
8t 5:40 P.Mee It appeare that there 18 1o Dusiness Detween ﬁ.oro'od
and Snelling ani that this portion of the route could be sbsndomed
without incomvenience to the treveling yublic. They added to thetir
equiyment oarly in .Lpril_ & White bus, sesting eleven pauongo‘rl,
and pxbbpsé % use their 7-passenger Eulson ae an extrs car. Nearly
all the traffic to be served i on tne present route. XHopeton and
Blendals are smll commnities, the first ba¥ing about 25 f.a.ﬁiliu
in a8 circls with & fowr mile Jdiaxeter, and the latter community
consleting of some four or five families. |
¥o complaint of service was made to the Commiseion préor
to m_ hearing, nor any request dy the patrons to elither present
carrier to increase service or modify schedules, 80 far az the
testimony shows. ﬁ:ho present carriers appexr to de ab:!.o to prop-
erly care for the traffic and willing to arrange sckeldnles szd routes
to accamobate it. I2 the present stege operators xmake timely aypli-
cﬁtion'to change. their route to the new roald and d.ofn?blq theixr Bexr~
vice, xmak arrsnging scbedules to bettes serve the public, such an
‘applicatiom should be onsilered on its merite befors competition
is authorizeds It if & well established principle that a mtility
or carrier in tae £1eld shouwld be protected against competition o

long ag its sorvice iC slequate, or 1t is willing to make 1t so,
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sfter being given reasonsble opportunity 1o correct deficiencies
shown,

Carriers had ﬁot, wp to the time of heearing, Lileld ap-,
plication to operate via ;the new rotte. mha-'applicatién was Liled
long before the rosl was opened, 2ud if the evidence hal been
1imited to showing the public need, st the date of £iling, &8 in
court procedure, by such test the spplicsation would have been
considered premature. |

The application will ve denied, vut without prejudice
to applicant's right to renew it if the Presant operstors &o not
take steps within a reasonable time to meot tke situation. .It_
was etipulated at the hearing that all the evilense may be con-
sidereld in commection with suoh zotion if yromptly taken., -
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_ A public hearing heving been hold.‘n:pom"mo above entitled
application, the matter being submitted snd resdy for Seclsion,
I? IS EEREBY ORDERED, tha+t the spplication be: and 1t is
hereby, denied, but without prejudice. |

' Dated at San Franciseo, California, thiz 25./ day of
July, 1921e |
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