
In the lI[e.tt.er of the Application. of tl::.e ) 
CI~Y.OF ~O At~O tor an or~er o~ tho } 
R8.ill-osd. Commission g:rant1ng a. pe::ms.:c.ent } 
permit to eo:c.strllct a gr8~O croas1ng at or ) Appllcat:1.on Xo .. 3708. 
nes.r the intersection o~ Palo ..uto ,Avenu.e ) 
snd. Al.ma. Street. ) 

:Norman: E. Ue.lcolm. ~or Applies.nt. 
c. :2... Cool&,",,. :for comty 0-: sante. CJ.ar(L. 
R .. R. Gogsrt,., .. for SOtl.t~rn Paei~ie COmpe.:c.:r. 
D. I. Roward. 1:0. propria pe:eons.. 

~IC~. Commissionor: 

.. 
In Dec1aicm. Bo. 54$4. dated JIlne :1.8 .. 19J..S.,. 1n the above . .., . . 

ent1 tled. proceeding,. tMs Ccm:m1ssion 8.llthor1zeCt the construction o'Z 

a tem:pol's-~ grade crossing at or near the intersection of lSl~ Alto ' 

Avenue and Alma street over the tra.cks of SOc.thern P8.ei~:1c Comp~ •• 

the crossing aetusJ'~ being locate~ ~ the Connt7 ~~ ~te Clara .. 

un1:c.eor~orate~ the a.~thor1za.t1on t~ere1n granted expiring twojears 

!:rom the da.te Of decision. 

In this present. proceed1ng the Cit,. o:t ?a.J.o -'l.toasks 

~O%" an order grsnt1ng the right to a. perm.anent grade el"oss1%lg at :th:1.8 

same location. 

~ Decision Xo. 806.. ds:ted.':ttJ.7 .23 .. 1913. 1n App:U eaU on:' .-
No. 352. permission w&s de:c.1ed. the COQltY' of Santa Clara to. construct 

a grade crossing at this ~o¢&tion .. the COmmiss1on'ho141ng thet if 8 

eross1xtg were here d.esirod 1 t shoo.ld 'be 'bY' xaeans o:! So subv:~ mlder 

the tracks. ~e ord.er a~so provid.ed for 8. d.1'Vis1on of the e:z:.pe:c.ee o~ 

constructing the sa.bway,.. which,. however. has not boon 1nstalled.. 
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A :91:2."/)l1c hosr1ng was hel4. at Palo Alto on J'ano 23. 

192J. e.:o.d. tl:.e matte=- was s.ubm1tte~. At 'tl:.1s hearing the Cou:c.t:r 

of santa Clara reprosente.~ that the temporar.r eross~ had proven 

to be a sa:f'e ono da:r:1l:lg the war wllen the m.e.uy soldiers V/hc> were 

stationed at camp Premont' used the crossing - a t:r~fic in excess 

of the present traffic - and argued. for the' permanent crossil:lg . 
a.t grade. 

W1t~esee$ for the City of ~~ Alto ~Gllcwed. this same 

l1n~ of sr~ent ~ the city's representativo brought out the 

fact that while the city ~s issued bond.s in tho smomt of $9500 

to p~ ita proportion of tho oxpense of constructing the subw81. 

because o~ tho increased cost of labor and materials the coat of 

the subw~ llad. risen :from approxima.tel3' ,$28-,,000 to $55.000" the 

eit1 was no longer in a position to sssame its proportion of tho 

cost" no: was it Willing to expend. a'boo.t twice as much.. o--..her 

evidence was 1ntrodllced des11ng with tho reloeat10n of roads a:04. 

opening tLp new tracts for home b'C.11~.1n the vicinit,.. 

~e southern ?ae1f1c COx::.:pa%lY sta.tee. that the or1g1nal 

estimato had. now increased. to aboc.t $55~OOO and suggested.. in 

view o~ the !sJl1ng market and so~ ~eerte~t7 in the f~tu:e'use 

of the crOSSing. dlle to the constrllction of roads ana homes in the 

vic1n1t1 .. that the tempora.'"7 CrosSing 1:>e conti:c:c.ed. ~or 'two :;ee:rs" 

at the expiration. of "::h1ch the matter might be f1nall7 determ:1.ned.. 

~e railroad.. also stated. tl:at two shifts o~ ~gmen. wero empl.o1ee. 

at t:!:.1s erose1n.g at an expense of $~94 each mo:c.tJ::.. 

!tI:. D .. I. Ro:wa:rd. sta.ted. that he had. purchased the 

property at the eor:ccr of ?alo ~ to Avenue and:. JJ:ma street .~ 
. 

wished. to be placed on reco~ as o:ppos1ng t~e subwaY' ~ea.uso O'! 

possible ~ges to his :propert:r beeattSc of the lowor1ng of the 

streets at, their intersoct1on. 
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Witnesses!o.r both tho cit:; and the ra1lro8~were 

asked; Vlhera~ in their ~ud.e;me~t~ a subway in :?alo .uto wot:.ld be 

of most "cenefi t to most people p and in reply stated. at or noar 

un1vers1ty Avonue. 

~o C~seio~ts, eng±:oer asked tor statist~es Show-

1ng Doth th~ veh1ct1lsr and. ra.1lroad. traffic over the C%oss1.ng. 

~ese da:ta. were to. be, and. hs.'Ve since, 'been ftzrn1shod. nto 

folloW1ng tabulation givos a cheek ot the trs.f~e at both Palo 

Alto. Aveno.e ~ 'O'n1ve:s1t:; ","vonc.e g;:s4e erossillgs;. 

Por 24-ho~ por.1od starting 
5:00 a.",m. J'O.lle 26th! S1Uld.sl 

Automo"oi.les '" '" • • '" '" 212 
MotorC7cles • • .. • · '" 0 
Zesms • '" • • • '" • • '" 18 
Pedes.trians '" '" · · · · so. 
Bicycles '" • .. • • • • 1.3 

'Zotal - ~ 

~or 24-hour period starting 
6:00 s.m. Jnne 26th! Sundar. 

Ac.t omob1103 • .. .. • .. • 4095 
l;totorcycl.ee .. • • • • '" 60 
Te£.mS. .. . . .. .. .. .. 8l 
PedestriSllS • • .. .. .. '" 1493 
31 c,-cl.cs • .. • .. .. .. .. 415 

Zote.l. - ;m 

Por 24-hoar period. stsrt1ng 
6:00 n.m", Jane 27th, Yondal. 

.A:a.tomob1~es • • '" • ,. '" 24Z 
Xotore:reles '" '" • · '" '" '1 
~eam.a '" • • • • • · ., • ZO 
J?edest%'1a.ns ,. .. • '" .. '" 85 
:B1ejcles • • • .. e· • • 7:5 

~otal. - ~ 

For 24-ho~ period start~ 
6:00 a.m. Jane 27th, Mondsz. 

Automobiles .. • • .. • '" 3840· . 
~oto.:reyeles .. • .. .. .. '" 10.3 
~ea.ms • .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. ZZ 
Ped.ost~ .. .. .. .. .. .. '10l. 

. :B1c:7cleo .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 35~ 
~o"ta.l - ~8'Z 

:he t:rllin movements are 24 reguJ,ar passoIlgor tra1ns ea.ch 

way each U hoars.., o.r s total of 48, .o.nd. 4 :!l-e:S.ght trains each 71&7 

pe:- day, or .s. total o.f S~ ms.k:1J:g tJ. grand toU!l 0:: .56 train move

ments per asy t~ongh ?slo. Alto. and across theso croESingS. 

I am improssod. both with ,the statement ct w1 tn()sses and 

tho tr8.!fic COtults tot1:.e e~:eeet tl:.at U:l!:ve:-si tj Ave:o.:.e· seems to 

be the location o~ a Stz.DW8.j T.h1eh wot:J.d. best suit pl1bl1c convenience 
. ~9 
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and neoeBeit~ and bel1eve that it m1ght poss1b17 b. u:w1se to ex

pend $55,000 at Palo Alto "men pos8ib~ this amount would do m:a.cb. 

more good if expended 1n 80me other loeation. The traffic counts 

a.t ~alo Alto Avenue ahow 8. light trs.:f'fio, a.bout eight (8) per 

cent of tb.&t of U1l1versit,. ATOll.ue. 

From the te8t~0D7 given concerning proposed road • . 
. in the Tic1n1t:v of the crOssi.:lg it a.ppea.rs q't'1j.te eerta.1.n th&t 

Withu 8. ·reaao.c.a.b~ short time the preS6.z1t 'CJ1Ce:rt&1.z:Lt,. ~s to- tile 

location of the proposed ~oad8 and the tr~1~ over them ~ be 

elttared.. 

Under these c1rc"QmStac.ces the log1cs.l 8) lut10n .. ems 

to permit ·tho 'Il8. o~ the present oro88i.D.g at . grade :for approx1-

ma.te~ two years. 

The following form of order, and & Similar order 1:1 

Applica.tion· .352. 18 reoommeDded.: 

Cit,' of ~alo Alto heV1Jlg aSked for 8J1 order ms)=tng 

perma.ne:c.t the &uthor:1t:r to e8tabl1sh 8. grMe cr088:1ng &01"088 th. 

tracks of Southern Pacific Comp8a1at or near their interseotion 

With Palo Alto AveJ:m.e and .Alma. Street. Pa.lo Alto .. &8 &Lown ol1.'the 

maps 8Jld exhibits, 8. public he&l'i.ag hav1tlg 'been held and the 

matter hav1cg beeD. submitted, 

r! IS BEllEBY OImEBED . th8.t Couc:ty o-r S8.r1ta. C;l.ara. be &D4 . , 

the same 13 here by. . authorized 'to ma1nt&.iJ:l. until :JUJ:.y 1. 1923. but 

Aot 'thereafter. that certain gr84e cro8siag authorized ~ Dee1s1oA 

5484 80r08S the 'tracks of Souta.e:rll :t>ae~1e CompAJ:l7 at or .nGU the 
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1nte::seet1on of Palo Alto Avontte anc. .llma street. .. Palo. .uto. 

~e ~orego1ng S~pplemc~tal Qp1nion ~ Order are hereby 

approved s.nd. orde=od. tiled. ~$ -:he Suppleme:c:tsJ. Op1n1on s:c.d Order 

ot the ~&ilroa.d. Commission. 
.,J~ 6ft.... 

Dated. at san Fra:J.c1sco,. Cal1~o=n18,. tll1s / day ------
of ~ .l92l.. 

· . 
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