Decision No.78 5%

EEFORE TEE R&IIROA.D COMSSION o= '.I.‘E STATE OF CAI:II‘ORIS’IA.

=000~

In the latter of the Application o2

Board of Supervisors of ierced County

Lor pernigsion to comstruct South Orckard) - : :
Drive in R0ad District Jo. 2, Merced } Application No. 7028.
County, at grade acxross the tracks of ) ‘

The Atehison, Topoka and Santa Fe Railway)

Company, neaxr Tuttle. )

M. Cuaxtis, <ZLor Applicant.
By the Commigsion:

orrx:oni

In this application the Comnty of Merceld reguests per-

mission to extend Sowta Orchard Drive northa over thd tracks of
The Atchison, '.Eopeka. a.n.d Santa Fe 2ailway Company to coxnect
wi'th the State Highway, located oz the north side of a.:nd para.ual
to the railroad.

4 public bearing was held é,"' Merced velore Mner
Satterwhite. No appearance was made by tke Atcnison opélca.
and Sa.nta Po Railway COmpa.n;,r '

Souta Orchard Drive is & north and south roa.d one quartor
0% a mile east of the weet line of Section 25, .;.ov:nsaip 7 Soutk,
Pange l4& Bagt, U.D.B-& ., waich extends sou’cheriy geveral miles
from the railroad. This road d.oea not extend no*th of the ::-a.z.l—
road. The proposed crossing over the main line a.nd 1 passing
" track, is loceted uaxee-fourthu oL a mile west of the Tuitle Roa.d
and taree-Lourths o2 a 'mile east of Calimyrna Avepﬁe, both o_fvwh‘ich
are north and south roa.ds nOW crowing the rdilrda.d. Tho m.*tla'

Road is g main thoroughlare aztending several miles north a.nd. sou.th

walle va.limy'*na Avenue is a more local road ex"'ending compara.tivoly .

& short distanmce soutk. " 15‘{11
1. -




There is a private crossing now located at the site

of the proposed crossing and this privete crossing is used by
the public. Childs Lvemue Is o graded and oiled rosd in Zair
condition paralleling the railrosd and Located one-kalf mile

t0 the souta. 'Qhehterritory served by South Orchard Drive is

a highly developod agricultursal territor&. reld in smsll tracts
devoted to s cqlture of grapes, ITigs, peaches, apricots and
similar products. These products ere hauled either to Tuttle,
loceteg three-fourtas of & wile %o the east, or lerced, located-
approximstely £ive miles to the west. At the goinz‘whe:e'this
road crosses the rallroad. the tracks are approximately three
Zoet above tho surronnding grouzd and therefore there-ié-e'cleai
view in 8ll directions, except that Zig trees partislly obscure
the viewm of the trains opprosching Zfrom the east. A%t present
this obstruction to view is not serious and the condition‘wiil
become more hezardous as the tvees becone 1erger and as treffic .
increases over the crossing.

The +testimony indicates trhat the South QOrchard Drive
crogsing would serve & greater pablic necessity and convenience '
than is serve& by “he Calimyrna Ayenne crossing(euvhorized in
Deecision No. 8687) and with the opening of this crossing. the
sraffic over the-éeiim&rna Avenue crossing would be so reduced
taat that crossing could be dispensed witn.

In view oI the highly developed and productive character
oz the territory se:ved oy Souvh Or¢caexd Drive, not so local in
character &s “alimyrne Avenne. it appear that public ﬁecessity
and convenience reguire that thiz road skould be oxtonded across
%he tracke to theu3¢ete Eighway, vrovided, the Calixyrna Avenue

crossing be closed and sbandoned to pwblic use and travel.




L public hearing having been neld snd tie matter
being wnder submission, ‘
| - ID IS EERZBY ORDERED that permissionlbo and it is
horedby granted the Board of Supervisors of thefCounzy of Merced,
State of Caiifornia, To construct & rallrosd crossiag in Road
District No. 2, Mbrced'Connzyg acroés tracks of The Atchison,
© Topoka and Santa Fe Ralilway cbmpany{ descrived ss follows:

: A strip o laxnd ~ Forty feet in widta

the cexnter line of whick 1z descrived as begin-
ning at the Nortawest cormexr of Lot Three (3)
Tuttle Colony, according to the official map.

oL said Colony of record in the office oL the
Connty Recorder of the Comnty oZ lierced:; thence
North 100.0 feet to the Soutk line of Califorania
State Highway imowzn as Merced-lariposa Lateral,
and being for & grade ¢rossing over the right of
way of the Atchison, Topeks. & Santa Pe Railroad.
The sald crossing being parallel with and one-
fourth mile east of the west line o2 Section :
Twenty-L£ive, Townenip Seven (7} South, Range Four-
teon (14) Ea3t, Mount Diablo Basze & MNeridlan. The
Nortkrerly end of said strip being aspproximately
30.0 feet South of the Bast and West half section
line In said sectlon, ' o '

sald crogeing to ve constructed subject to the following con~

~ QLtions, viz:

- (1) .The entire expense o2 constructing the c:oseiﬁg |
shall ﬁefﬁoine by the applicant. The cogt of ite maintensnce
wp %0 a line two (2) feet outside the railé shell Dbe borne by
tae applicant.l.mha‘mainxenance of that portion of the crossiﬁg
between the rails and +wo (2) feat outside thereof shail be
borne by The &tekison, Topeka and Sante Fe Railway Compaxy.

(2) The crossihg shell be constructed of a width not less
than twenty-four (24) feet snd at &n angle of ninety (90) degrees
to tre railroad dﬁd with grede of approach néf greatei than four
(4) per cemt; shall be protected by a suitable crossing sign szd
shell in every ﬁay e made safe for the passage thezeon 0= ve-
kicles and other road traffic.
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(3) The existing grade crossing of Calimyrma Avenue
over the tracku of The Atchison, Topekse sand Santa Fe Bailway
Company, sutbhorized im Decision 8687, de closed ana abandoned

t0 public use and travel, |

(Q} Applicent shall, witkin thirty (30) days therealter,
notify this Commission, ir writing, of the completion of the
1ngtallation of said crossing.

(5) The anxhorizafion heorein granted for tke installation
of said éros ing shall lapse and become void One year from +he
date of this order unless further tine 1s granted by subeequent
ordex.

(6) The Commission reserves the right to make'such furthoer
orders relative to the 1ocation. congtruction, operation. najin-
tensnce and protection 0% 3a1d crossing as to it may scem right
and proper, axd to rgvoke its perxission if, in its Judgment,
the public cozvenience and mecessity demand such action;

Dated st Sax Framcisco, California, this ’J-z""( day

/‘
of %'ézwlw 1921.

" Commissioners




