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of the City o:f Sooth :?s.sadene.. ~ 1 
liIllll1e1:pal Cor,orat1on of the Sta.te ) 
of California. tc~ permission t~ ) 
inate.l,l s. grade.\ cross1:og OOY(I;: the ) 
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By ~e Co~ss1on: 

OJ?INIOlI -- - ~ ,- --- - -

~his is an application by the City ot Sooth ?asadena 

fo,? permis:::ion to co:c.atroet Spruce Street at grade across tAc 

tr~eks of SOQt~e=n Pa.cific Co~psny. 

A 1'00110 hearing on the ~:pplieation was held by Rx4~1~er 

W111i~s a~ Soct~ P&~~dena. 

S:proce Street is :lOW open on each·sic.e ot the Socthern 
, 

J?$.c1f1e tracks and. oxtend.s f::-om ~he Sooti:e::-n Paeific right o'fwe.j 

to Mil~ Ave~ao. ~~prox1matel'3' 1000 f~et to the oest an~ trom t~ 

Socther:1 Po.cific right o~ vw:y to Ji're:nont Avenge. a.p~roxi:..:ttoly 

1500 feet to the we,st. 
, 

es.~t a=.d WISst Boaleverd located. e.pprox1m$:~ely 400 toet to t:a.e , 

sooth. 

~o Soathern l>a.eific rena t:l.roogh Sooth .?e.sad.eUl. i:l $. 

northerly and soctherly direction. and at its intersee~~on\T.Lth 

Sproce Street is allproxit:.e.toly 800 feot ca.st of Fair Oaks AVcntlt>', 



the principal north~dsoath thorooghfaro of the city. end ie 
• 

approXimately 250 feet west of Msrc~o AvenQe. an 1m~or~t North 

and Sooth residential streo_t. East and West streets are approx

imately 400 feet &~ert in the vicinity of the proposed creaSing and, 

with th~ execJ?tion of ~rcce ~tr:eet. are a.J.l open 8.01'"08$ the 

Southern Pac~~1e. S~r~o6 Street ~tee~. is a re21dentia~ ~treet 

and normally woald be e~ceted to csrr.1 only traffic incident to 

e:tlY of the res.1de:l::is.l s.treets. ~e intersection of the two ms.1n 

tho::oughfe.res. Fair Oaks A,V'3:l1le and. Rant1ll8.t.on Dri:ve; is cotlplicated 

b:r the fact that it is an imports:c.t janct10n of' the Pacific Elee

tricRa.11vlS.Y which operates e foar-track ra!lroed 0%1. ;private right 

of wa1 along 'the center.of Xcnt1ngton Drive and a two-track rail

roed on private right of we;s along the center ~ Fair Oa.ks Avena.o. 

With donble ·treck: VIYfJ connections at t:bia ~anet10n,· COW%!. as Oneox:.tn 

Ja:.etion. 

Eoeaase the north side of R~tington Drive does not e~-

·tinue ecross this WY& cO:a:lection" traffic on this important artery 

to a.nd from Los .Il.::l8eles. is reqtlired to tarn north on. Fair Oaks Avo=e 

and proceed ae fa.r as Sproce Street in or~er to cross th~ Pasadena 

line of tho :i?ac1:t1c.Elec'tr1e. A:tter c:ossil'lg a.t thiS pOint.. the 

traffic :from Los .bgoloe boand ~or Paoaci.e:o.a. tame to tho north. s.:ld 
", '; 

.. ":it' 

th& trc.!fie d.esiring to eontinae Oll Eant1ngton Dr1ve't:lllst tarn b~ek 

to the: sooth to sgain reCl.ch EWltington Drive,. resa,lt1ng in maldng 

tra:ffic conditiOns. at the intersection of S:praee streot and Fa.1:r 

Oaks Aventl& eo~plicated an~ co~e$ted. 

~e Soothern Pae1!ic; thrOtlgh Sooth Pllsadons. is So bre.::.ch 

line With vory·11ttle traffio. ~er& is operetod at presant only 

one train a day 1n each direction in addition to occasional special 
, 

~ovements. ~ose tra1ne are operated at a sp~od of leas than 

fifteen miles ~cr hour. ~h$ railroad does not oppose this· applica

tion.. 

·~/·' '-' 
';"'Q 



~e ~resent grsde of Sprace Stroot to the wast of the . 
railroad is sane eight ~eet noove the grade o! tn& Soathe=n ~ae~1c 

s.nd tho c1 t;y proposes to ~e S .. cat on eo grade of six per cent in 
./ 

order to roach the. grs.de of the railroad 9 wi til the rosa l-t; ti:IB.t 

tho stroot woald oove.in add1 tion to. an obatrcctod view. eo sharp 

erede of a.;pproach, ·and were the tra.:f'f1c on the r.!l.1l1.'~ad of FJ.1J.Y 
- ,/ , '. 

reaJ. 1l:I::portance. :l. ha.zadooa condition woald res.elt. Rowever,. 

1%La.smllch ss tho opera.tion of tra,i:rl.3 on this r&.ilroscl 13 so iXlb'e

qcont, the actllal hazard. \:If the crossing will be rels.ti'V'al,- s.light~ 

psrt1colarly if the grade of approach we~e redcced. to foar per cent. 

Althoagh the present local necessity by the residonta of Sprcco . ' 
• ~ • I 

Street :eor . the opening of this eros-,2ing, even when consid.ering . '. . 

the ase which woald be given ~~t ~y children a.t:tendine, the Ms.re~o 

School, loaa.ted :0 t1:le northeaat of the c:.ross1ng.m1ght notoe sof

f1cient jastification for creatine socA ~azard as Will te inoident 

to ita inStallation. it a~pecrs thntb~ havins. S~rQee Streot e~end 

thrOIlgh. :from. Fnir 08.ks Avc::.a" to Mile.:o. A"vonoe the congestion s.nd 
, '. 

reealt1ng hazsrdoos condition at tAo Spr~ce Street crossing oval' the 

~ac1f1c Electric traoks ~t I-~r asks Avenoe will be materially ~e-

dllcea.. 
," 

/, 

It ~oold be clearly~derstood that the a~vantage to 

be obtained by tae re-roct1ne of a portion. of tho tbrocgh oast 

boan~ traffic on S~rcce street is really de~endont apon tho ¢o~ 

dition of the infre~a~nt tra~ oporations on the Socthern ~cifie 

and sho~ld the Soothern ~~eit1¢ et $~e f~tcre t~ materially in-

creaso the trains on th1 e line" StJ.y to a.s many c.z tt!n a il.:l.y" tho 

conditions wocld. ltrobe.'bly be so eltered. aa to jost1:f'y the dis

eontinaance of the S~roce Street crossing. 

Ine.emtloA as the jostif1eat1on for this eross~ is to: . . 
rolieve throogh-traffie conditions. ro~te siS~s shocld:be ostab-

~1ehed at tho intersection of F~ O~ Aven~e ~nd'S~ruce Streot 

d1roet1J:lg e8.stwe.rd trtl.~:f'1e a.long ~rae$ Street ~o W-leJl A:venae f.l;C.d 



• 

V!i tl:. this SI:.ocnt o! highway traffic over a. crossil:.g with on ob

structed view, an automatic flagmen shoeld.be inStalled. 

~AO City oi'Sooth ?~3~dena having ap~11ed for per.miss1on to 

construct Sproce Street at grado across tho tracks of Southern ~aci~i¢ 

Co~pany.~a pcblie hearing having been held ~d the mattor be~ne 

onder scbmission an~ re~dy for deci3ion~ 

IT IS ~y O:J):::RE:D, that per.:niss1onbo aDd it is heroby 

eranted'the City of Socth?~s~de~ to constrcct S~rQce Street ~t 

':gr3.<ie across the tracks, o:t Soo"tJ:.ern ?acifie Cc:lpany' at "~ho loea.ti~n 

d.es.c:-1bod ~8 :f'ollows: 

Bog1nn~~g ~t tho intersection o~ th& soathwosterly 
right of wey li~e oi the Soothern P~ci~ic Rai~o~~ 
with the south line of S;pruco St:l:'ect~t21e:o.co north
weste=!y along sa.id right o~ line to u. ;point i::. . 
the north line of said street; thence et;Lst alo~ 
said north line of street to a point ~n the north
e~sterly right of "Ne.y line of Socthem Pa.cific 
M.ilr,03.d;t:lle:c.c& socthe:).sterly along said. right 
o:f"ws,,:/ line to a point in said sooth :'ine ot'S:9ro{;e 
Street; thence west along said sooth line: of st:-eet 
to the :point o'! beginning".:.:'" 

all of volh.ich is shown on the print attached to ~e a.:p:pl:i.cs.tion~ 

said crossing to be constroctea. so:}:\ject to ~:C:e ~()lloWine cond.it10XlZ. 
I • 

Viz: 
.~~;"!'" , ... ;; 

(1) ~he entire ~~n$e of co~s~~eting the cro3si:e shall b& 

bor.c.eby. tho applicant. ~l:.e c¢'~t of its :u1:c.tell:lllce oJ;) to e. liJ:'J.& 
i 

tw'O (2) feet oClts1de tho. r8!;~s shall be borne by the o.:pp11ce.nt • 
. ~' ~ .. 

~he ma.::'nteIUlJlce' of <that:portion of the crossing oetweox:. th~ r&1ls 

and two (2) feot oo~sido thereof shal:' be borne by Soo'tAern ?ac1fic 

Cocpa.:c.Y. 

(2) Thcz crossing shall eonform in vt1dth to the ros/J.v/s,'Y" adjacent 
'thereto~ ,'shall be const:r1.lc<4;ed at en a:lgle of fi!tY'-e1ght (58) degrees. 

to the railro~d and with grade of approacA not greater than foar (4) 

~er c~nt; ahall be protected 01 a ecitable crossing sign and shall 
• I 



"/' 

"". ' .. "'.~ ~" "!'.~,j!~ •• ".--,.. ... .-...,.. .. -. _ .... --

in6ve~ wa:r be mado ~fo for tae passage thereon of, vehioles and 

o~er road tr~tfic. 

(3) ~ er03$i:o.g 34all be ;protected b,. Col:. a.c"'tomatie fis.gn:.s.n ot' 

type e.:p:proved'by·t;he ,Com:nission. The cost of 1nsta:Lla.tion of- the 
" .•• '.,. ,1'1-

", .. 

~atomat1c :f'lagm,c.n'shall be b:o:rne b:r the applicant. The cost ~_, 

ma.1:::.teining tb.e sc:tomatic :n'a.gm.e.n shall be borne b:r Soothern ~c.c1!ic 

Co=;p~. 

(4) Roate . sign's shall pe installed. at the interseetion ot 

Fair Oaks Avenc~:, and Sprcee street direct1n,g ~6.Stw.a.rd. traffic 8J.ong 

Sprace Street And rocte signs shall be installed on M1~ Avenoe 

at Sont~ton Drive end Sproce Street directing westward traf~1c to 

S;Pl"oee Street • 

. : (5) APplicant sAall. within thirty (30) d.a.ys theroa:fter.not1f,. 

th1a Cot:rCl1ssion. in writillg. of the eomp1et1~n oj!' the inetsllet10n 

of said croasing. 
,'-

(&) ~he 8cthor1ze.tion herein granted !or the installAtion of 

said cross1ng shalll8.:pec and 'become'void one Yf!!Ja:r from tAO ,d.a.to 

o:f this order. Ql'lUSS !crtAer time is granted by sa'bseqoon.t order. 
,~ .. 

(7} ~hG· CoCf.ll!;~sio:c. reserves tb.e, ,right to :na.ke each farther 

orders relative to theloeati.on, eom~trtiction, oporation. ma.in

teno.neo and p:rot~ct1on o~ said. cro$~i%J.g Ss' i t- mal" S(teIn right and 

. proper end to revoke its permission 1~. in ita jadgment, the pcb

lio convenience- and necessity de~and eoCh action. 

Dated. e:t San Fr~c1sC'o, cal1~ornitl, this /¥.~1 of 

October, 1921. 

, 
~ 

-' 
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