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BEEFORE TEE RAILROAD COIRISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFOREIA

In the Matter of the Application of )
ELAKE INDEPENDENT TELEPEOXE SYSTEN
to sbandon televnone service in the

cities of Arcatzn, Blue Lake and -} . Application No. 6263.
Fleldbrook, and surrounding terri-

tory, in the County of Eum‘ooldt
State of Cali“'ornia..

BY TEE COMMISSION.

OCPINITION

A public hearing was held by Exeminer Vestover at Arcata

upon the a,bdve applice.tibn to discontinue telephone zervice. Xo
a.p;peara.ﬁce was mede by or on 'beaa.li' of applicant.

It appears from the testimony of witpesses celled in by
E::a.miner Weztove* taat the sys‘tem. vfnd.ch was owned and operaved oy
J. H. .'Blax:e, se*ved a portion of Arca.te. e.nd vieinity, th very
,few stations in Fieldbroox and Blue Loke. Upoxz the d.ea.th of Mr.
Blake, a.bout a year a.nd o hal:‘ ago the pro;erty descended <o his
widow and d.e.ugnt»r. neit he:r of whom were adle to ope*-a.‘.'e the ¥z~
tem and both of vahozn b.s.ve since moved away. Before going, they
sold 't'.he in.,tment.,, materials on aand, and most of the irire to
2 locc.l electrical concern, wkxich recelved about ’70 in.,trments,
the mozt of waich were ound in attics and woodsaeds, not 1in serve
ice. |

It wppears rrom'coz-r'esponder;ce with the Comxission that
the greatest zmmber of subs cribers receiving service d4d not ex-
ceed 35, and that 14 of the:sc signed a release of the ow:xers of
the system from obligation to zerve, stating thal they were ag;rée-
able to the éiscontinunnce or the service. It further appears




from the testimony givern at Arcata that, for a long time, the serv-
ice had . been exceedingly poor and the system out of repair, owing
to .the poor health of Mr. Bloke.

The Pacific Teléjhone and Telegroph Company 2as, Lor meny

yeors, served in Arcate azd vicinity, is now furnishing service to
several subscribers who formerly were served by the Blake System,
and i3 ready to furnisk service 1o ¢ thers if and when desired. The
people in and about .aieldbromc can alzo get service in an emergency
over the linesof the Nortawesltern Pacific Railroad and Dalbeer &
Carson Logging Road. |
It a.ppea.rs from the testimony thet notice was given to
the subscri‘.bers of tae Bleke Systen that the service would be d.is-
continued c'cmze time ago on & definite date, but neitb.e* tuis fa.ct
nor the fa.ct of the prevailing poor service caused oxy complain’t
to the Commission. Isfo::e of the vpa.trons. appeered 5.1: the ﬁeé.ring,
although dfacl notice of the time and Place of hearing oppears td
 have been given..
| ORDER
- A :ﬁz‘n«lic- hearing having been held upon tae cbove ‘entitlcd.'
application, the matier 'beir:g submitted ard realy for decizion, and
% appesring from the tezbtimony that the application should be grant-

ed and thal p:_fiolic convenience and necessity in the motter of tele-
phone service in and a.boizt Arcata can be- met by utilities now serv-
1::3 in that vﬁ‘.cini |

1T IS FERZBY CRDERED that Blake Independent Telephons Sys-
tem be and it 13 hereby_ authorized and empowered to dizcontimue
telephoné service in and about Arcata, Eumboldt County. i

Dated at San Francisco, Califormnia, this

Novexber, 1921.

Commigsioners.




