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Leo X. SUssman. for Contra. Costa. Gas. Compa~,. 
R. M. Wol:te" C1 t,. ..ltto:r:ney. for ?1 't't8b'llrg, 
A. F. <BraY', City Attorney,. tor li8.rt1nez, 
B. D. Marx Greene. 01 t,. Atto:rney,. for ~tioeh. 
JL ,S. Ormsby" :tor Croe.kett and V8J.OD&. 

~s is. So :to:rma.1 1nvastigs:tion o~ the :rates,. ~

Vice 8l1d operatiOns- of the Contra Costa. Gas' Com;ps.l1y 1llati-

tute4. bl" the'Commiss1ol1 upon. it.s own motion. 

!he COX1tr& Costa. Gas. ComP6:rJ3 is a u.t111 t,. 'enga.ge~ 
in the ma.nu:faeta:re, distribution and sale o-r s.rt1t1eW .gas 

1n ,tho. 111corpora. ted c1 ties. 8Jld tom:s of .Antioch, Coneor4. 

·1lsrtiuez' .and Pittsburg al:ld the towtt of Croek&tt and certs.1n 

contiguous terr.tto%'y' in Contra. Cos·ta. Count1'~ The pre~'t. 
. \ 

%'&"tas for gas" efi'eet1ve J.pr11 20, 1921,. 'Were eeta.'bl:18hedby 

l'>ee1s1oXl Ho. 8755. n.e: :price of :tt:.el oil to Contra. Cos'ts.' Ge.a 

Com:pa1l3" s. t tb.a. ~ 't1m& was' $2.24 per bo.rreJ.. ~s has been :re-



d.ueed 1;o-$l.64 per barrel. Such a. dee:::ea..se in the. cost. ~ 

011 eo1Zld roo3otlablJ" be expeeted to lOSS(tll th& oompe.rl3'Y s ex-

penses s~~1c1ent to make poaS1b~e a 1ower1ng in rat~. 

CerWn. 1rregu:J..a.n. ties. in. the Com~' S: ope:r&t:!.one 

ill the town of mt10ch llave caused complaints w"A1ch .a.ppe.rentl3" 

could not be adjusted. :tttto:rmal13'. Th& matter of both 8erv1~ 

e.nd re. tog. bave therefore been made the sub'j eet of eollSiders.~on 
. , 

~ th1s,proee~g. 

. :e:ea:rix:z8& Were held on September l2.. 1921. :tn Pitts-
, 

burg aD4 Ant1~ ~ese hear1X1g8 were ad.'OU'l18d "Imt11. October 
, 

15. ~92J., in San Franeiseo', a:t which time tho tak1ng of &V1-

denee was completed'and the matter submitted for deciSion. 
f :-J 

. ~e C~~ presented da:te. a.nd e~donee,:rela .. t1ve to its ser-

Vice. oper&t1ons and e~nse8. ~e Commission's enginoera . 
h8.ve'made reports upon their 1nvest1ga. t1o%:.s of 'the 8«rVi oe. 
and operations. 

~e capital invosta:.ent in 1'h3's1ea.l prope:r1;~o'! the 

Con'tX.'s. Coe"ta. Gas Com.:Pnll3' has been toade enti:Z:O&lz" dur1t1g an4. 

under the juriediction o! tha Commis$1on. Analysis o'! the 

investment llas. beenm.e.de e.nd it is tottnd to- be rt)&sonable. 

The 08;1'1 tel ·invested, together with s.ll.owanee fol:' ms. te.:rie.ls 

a.nd· euppl1·es a.nd., working cash es.p1 ta~ ~or the ~es:r ending 

June .30. 1922, is' a.s,~ollows:-

U~ BA.SZ 

Average Fixed Cs.p1taJ. for ~ea.r ending 
June SO, 1922. • • • • • • • , , , 

Ma:tel:'1a.le and SuPPl1~S (1ne~. oil). • .-
, -",'" , 

'Working Cash Ca.:p1 ts.l.. • • ..•.•••••. 

Aa. te. 'Ease • • • 

-2-

$343-_'100.00 

l07400•00 

8,400.00 

$ZoZ7500•OO 



~a . ost1mo. te,' o:! opera t1ne; expenses. Bubm1 tted 'bY' tb.& 

Com:pe.ny tor tJ:i:e., year encl1:o.g June 30. 1922,. has.. tor the purpose 

of !1x:tng ,ra. tee. 'boon. modified .in 8 tew. i ter:la. 

e.ett:.aJ:. expensee. of. the :past. .:raw years. A%ld. t:'c.El eVidence $ubm1 t.tod 

in thi3 'ease 1lld.icate 'thEI.t the following. e.st1ms.te. o~ ~nse8 

"CtUder l>l"Gsent eo~ts are :ea.1%' and. reasons.ble a:ppl1edto, the 

o:p&~t1on o:! the, Co1:l:P2JlY for tile year period ending June 30.', 
, ' , 

lS22.. 

Ol'ERA.1n'G ZIP.E:NSZS. 

:For YoarEnd1ng Juno, 30, ~922. 

hoduct1orz.: 

011 
Opera.tion: 
:e:e~:ra 

~smiss1on: 

Ocel'at1on 
Rf,:pe.ira 

Distribution: . 
OperAtion 
Reps.1l'8. 

Commere1al, Expense 

General & Ulse. ,Of.~C6 ~nse 

2.100 
1,,500 

&,,500 
Z,.Ooo 

~otal . Oper&ting kpense. • • • • 

$5&,.060 

9,.500 

J.Z,.OOO .. 

4',000 

!1!he 8St1ma.,tea. opera.t1ng coet of sorvic$ excl:u~Te 

of reta:rn on 1nveetm.ent. has been est1ma:ted 88 !ollowe: 

1'MAJj OPERA'ID!G COS~ OF sum:CE 

POl" Year ~:tng June 30, 192Z 

. Operating ~nse$ 

:Depr&e1ation 
Ts.xe:8, 

. 
Uncolleet1l>le "Aeeoun'te 

~ota.~ • 

-.3-

• • • • • • • 

$82:,.160 

·9,.OSO 

13,.900 

'1.000 

$J.06.ll0 



I:t is Xlot bel1eved thB.t tmder the ),)%'&80Xlt eOlld1't1one 

01: de;cr&e.B1.ug 8ales and 1ndustZ'1aJ. depression in 'some, of the 

oommun1"tie8. served b,. it th.e.t 'the Contra Costa Ga.$; Coc.:pe.Xl3' "ee.n 

expect to receive 8 full re~ upon its investment. ~dence' . . ~. 

,l," 

allows" a. tendencY" :.to curt8.11 use of gs,8 under present , '.' .. . 
rates. which are eone1dered~by tile eOXlS'tmlers as 9xces81ve. Contra 

Costa Gas, cOopany :bas 1Xlves'ted 1 te m02ley in the ert'terpl"1se aJld 

1e entitled to- a fair re'tt::rn 1~ it is pOSS1ble to es=n tbe same 

and still. sell.1ts. service at 8. reasonable rete. to its petrone. 

~& Com:PEUl:V' s profit:!: ha.ve n~'t been equal. to.8. !ttll return in' 

the :Past partl,y due to poor service.' eond.1 tiona. It 1$ a.pparent. 

however. th8.t 'W1der present conditions some reduction in rates 

ianeeessary 1n order tbs:t the service may be continued Without 

a. material loss. of business:. 

~e present rates ha.ve yieldad.. during the .short t1m& 

tha:t, they ll8.ve been e~fe.et1ve .. $2.32 per M cu'bic feet. sold. It 
.. 

is. probable ths.t this 13 sl1ghtl3' higher ths.n would be real1zed 

ae' an ave:r:ase: O'Ver an entire twel.ve mo:c.'th.s period. ~e 'r&tes are 

herein reduced to an averege of $2.18 per JMt eub1c :f'o.et which 

shOUld yield upon a.n estimated sale of .ol~OOO.OOO eu'b1e· !eet 

per atlZmm: tmder efficient. operatiOns and With: good service &' 

re-t"a%1:t of 8.ppro:z:tma tely 7.4% Oil th& ~'S: 1nvestm6ll.t. !h1a 

re-tcrn must. be accepted until' better eond.1 tiona e%ist. J.. form 

of :rate which ms.,. be- sdjusted by supl>lemonta.~ order of the C:om-

miS$1011 'tic cor~eet. ~or eha.ngas in the :price of o1~ wi ~1:.out 8. 

formal hearing., ll&s ~en adopted in me.t13 other proeeed:tngs and 

found s.~ViS&b16 1.n this es.sc. ;ator th1e purpose s. ~~on of 

3 cents per It o.ub1e. .. ~eet, of gas sold for e&eh ten ee.n;t va.r1&'t10ll 

in "the pr1C& of oil 18 fOUXld rea.eons.1>le. 



~e.. service :ca ttere which woro eo:cz1dered in thie 

proceeding· ha va been ll.djusted by the Company. Daring the 

:progre8ft of the .1nvG:stigs. t10n it was: recommended that. certa.1n 

retu:o.de be ms.de- in Antioch. where irregular meter readings hava 

been me.de. ~e Comparxy.h:J,$ made, these re~ds Toluntar1~. It . . 
wa.s aleo found. tb.8.t there still ensted severaJ. mnor v1ol&t1ona . . 

of the Comm1sa1on'a serv1c~ standards. ~ese.however9 we b&-

116'V'e. W1ll be. and are being corrected b,. the pr&8ent orgs.Diza-

tion. 

I reeor::meD4 the' ~ollow1ng torm o~ order: 

ORl>:E:~ -- ... _-
~s Cocm1ssion haVing 1nst1~ted an 1nve8~1sat1on 

on its own motion into, the gas ra:tee. Service and opera.t1one 

of Contra Costa. Ga.s Comps,ny. an 1nvest1ga tion ha.v1ng been ,ma4.$,. 

hesr1ngs h&'V1ng been held and thO' I:lS. tter submi t'ted, 

~e ~lroa.d·Comm1s31on hereby t1nds &s & tact that 

the :ra. tes heretofore. :e1xe4:. in Deei1310n 110. 8755 should be mod1-

fiea-. to contorm With. th& schedules here1l1 set. ':!O:r-th. and. the.t 
under preaent conditione 

the: rates herein set :forJ:l. a.r&/jUS't a.nd. rea$o:ce.'ble ra.tes to be. 

ehs:rged for gaa service b3' Contrs. Costa Gas Compe.%l.7. 

:Ba.s1ng its order on the forego:tng f1nd1ngs. of :fact . , 

and the findings of ~ct. contained in the Op1t11on w:b1eh procedes 

tb.1s Ordel:" 9 

I~ IS '8'f':Ri!:BY OXDE'RRD tb.a.t Contra. Costa. Ga...,. Compa~ 

eharge' and collect for gas. served 1>3' 1 t :tn the: Tar10tt8 ~

mun1 ties tor the service as sp&e1fie<l... the. follOWing schedulae 

o:t ra.t&s be.sed on 8J.l. regul.a.r' meter ro~ taken on and s.:t:ter 

the .fi:ft&&~th da,.. of. :December,,: 1921. 



SCEEDOLE NO.1 
, , 

GEImlUL roMESTIC SERVICE. 
" 

RATE: - ,', Gross. llot 

First 400 eu.ft., or"l.ees per' meter :per month '$l.:z5 
:Next 3600 - D per meter ;per montb... per l[ Cu.ft.~25 

D 4000' ,.. 'II' tf " 1t " ..." 'II' "1";90 
.. '1000 ~ ,," " w ... ,. .,,,,, 1r 

III overl5OOO ..." " ft " "~"".",,. .. 

-
$1.15 

2.15 
1.80' 
1.55 
1.30' 

, ~e net rate 1sefiect1ve '1:: the bill is :Pa14 a:t the 
office oj! the Compa~ on or b~ortl' the tenth 4.s:$ oi! the month 
ne:z%"8Uceeed1ng that. for which the bill ie: rendered. o-ther-
Wise the grose Charge ap.pl1e~. 

The' above rates s.re subject to incroose or decrease 
on tha resis o~ tb.re.e (3) cents. per thO't1e.8'Otl cubic feet ~or 
eadh ten cents per barrel. 1ncreas& or decrease :res~ct1ve17 
in the: ;price of Oil above. or below the pr1C8 of $i.6-l per 
bs.n'el upo:c. 8.:.9:pro'V&l. of the. :Rs.1l:z:'os.d Commiss1on of the Sts:te 
of Ca.l1:eor%l18.~ Change to 1>e to the nesres.t one cent. 

SCHED~ NO. z .. 
~~ :MB!CER SERVICE. 

. '. 

M1n1mtzm Chel:-ge $)..15 per me'ter- per mo:c.tl:t. 

SCBED'02 110. S 
.r .• 

ROms. RES!J!A'ORANre AND B4.X"F2IES 

Rt.!l!E:: 
Gross Net. -Bate pe~ l.ooo cu. ft. per meter per month. tl'!zo' ~zs 

lI.r:1ll1t1ram weekl3 charge per meter 8.00 '1.50 

~e net rate is effective 1~ the bill· is p&14, a.t 'tho .... 
ofiie& of the' Com~ny within :tOll%" (4,} days. after the·;preeenta.-
t10n cd the. weekls bilJ.. Otherwise the. gross. charge: applies. 

• fI, ~I' • 

'" ... 
, "~e &boTa ra.tes. are subject. tC> 1nerea.s& or d.ee:res.M 

on the b8.8ia ottl:l%ee'( z.L cents per tb.0'C.3a.nd cubic :!&&t' tor' 
each ten ·eents per ber.r:eJ. ~ere.a.se or decrease respeet1veJ.y in 
the. price o~ 011aoove or below the pr1ce of $1.64 per barre1 
upon approval. of the Ba1Jros.d. Cor:mt1es:1on O't the Ste.'te of Cali";;' 
forn.1&. Change to be .. to : the- :·neares.t one cent. 

-6-



el} in etlS'e ~ 

a reduction :tr.t the price of oil. a;t 1J."fJ:3' time, Contl'S. Costa. Gas 
. .. 

ComJlO.tI3' ohtl.ll. ~11o wi t1:L1.n ton (10) daY's tb.er~ter an a:ffidaV1 t 

sett1ng forth the new price 0:£ oil s.rt4. sbAll. ther~ter. upon 

supplemoc:ta.1 'ord~r of 'the Cocm1sS1011 in this. proceeding, eha.rge 

the reduced rates 8,S dete%min&d. under the sehed:al.es here1xt set 

forth; C 21 should a. t 8."IlY time all increase in the price o~ 011. 

occur 9 Contra Cos~ Gae Co:m~ TtJtJ.iI. &fter tiling ~fi4aV1 t· o:! 

such increase: aDA···· reeei V1ng a. aupplemon tal. order :from this Com-
. . 

, '. 

under the schedules herein set :forth, (3) Contra. Costa. Gas Com-
" , 

J6~ shall, W1:th.1ll. 't$n (10) de.,-s of' t'c.e de. te o:! this' order •. :t1l.o 

with the Comm1sz1on the schedules o:! rates here1n. se'tforth. 

'" and ordered :tiled a.s thtt. Op1n1ott 8.nd Order o:t the :ea:tll:'oad Com-

c1s$ion 0"1: the Sta.t8. of CeJ.i:!C%llie.. 

l)atecl at San hane1seo, Ce.l1:forn1a, this: _F_~_' __ 
- ,~. . 

da3' of llovember, 192:1.. 


