
In the =at'ter o:! the 8.i?p11cation o~ ) 
t1:e- Empire nateX' .. Compa.n:r., :l. eo:z:o:I:ore.- ) 

~(tio:. .• , '!or an order authorizing issue ) 
of'bo:c.dB. and in the . matter· 0:( th.e ) 
a:ppl1ea:t1on o-! bpire ~tlter c.om:Ps.~ J 
for. permission to' eo::str:::.et a h:rdro- ) 
Gloetne ·plant ,neu Coyote Creek,. J 
Sen' Diego C.O'tlnt:v. Cali:!orn!a.. ) 

o PIN I 0 ~, 
-~-- .... ~-

A~p11eati~ No. 170 

This is an s.pp11ea"t1on by bpi%"" v.:a:ter Comp~. 

s· corpora.tion. :Zor an or'or e:uthorizing the iS3>le of 

$200 ,.000 f~ee' ve.lu~. 0'£ bonds" in de:c.ominati one ot· $100 

~::.ch ~ . pe.y:t.ble- tv:~Ilt:v :vee1:3 after dJl.te Slld to bear interest . 

. a.t.:the r::l:tc o! five per cent pel:" all.'tl'llm.,intere:St J?a:7a'b:t.e'~ 

sem~-SJlll'tlS.lly • 

Applicant i3 So corpo:re.tion with 3.Xl 3:c.thorizee. 

capital's.t¢ok o'!' $50,000. ':::vided uto 1000 SilDZes of the 

par VD.lu& o~ $50 ea.ch. ot '7I.b.1eil there Jw.s htn"eto:f'ore- been 

ieS'tl~d 742-1/2' sheree. or s. pe.:r v3lueo=! $37 ~lZS. 1'Jl0' 

onl:v see-ate of the, eompani 'ue stated to be w~ .. ter righ.tS,. 

3.n~, ellgmee:riXlg ~- plat't,1:lg and surveying .. but no :::tate:cent. 

is'mde- e:ts to the monoy ex:9ended for the:::e variO'l:t itc:cl$. 

nor: 1e D.n"3' spocific v31't:.c pls.ee<!. upon thcm'''c:y- c,pplleant. 

~1s project cOIltemplate$ the building 0-£ Do sub

=ergcd ~ ae%OS$a XIa--row gorge on Coyote Creek in Ssn 

Diego County.' 

rook,. but s.e no borings have been ma.c.e it 1$ :lot ;:nown a.t 

Wlul.t d!stance beiowthe surface thob.odroek 11es'~ The dam. 

; 13 to 'be a'bout 100 :!eot long end. is s-uppose,d to' catch and 
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ill1pou:ad, all the V13tn yielded. ='::om the wlJ,te-rehod tri"but~ 'to 

Coyoto Croek" a.nd. T.hioh yield it 1$ c!a.,ilted b:v w1tne-SS03 ~or 

ap!)l1cant.. percolates 'tUldergro'Q'ld s.nd is wQ.Stetl:. zro borings 

or other adcqua.te tests hs.vc 'beOD 2de to dete:r:n1ne the ox

istence or am~'tUlt O'! thie undergrocd flow', and tbe eoneluzion 

of s,l'l':tieant' s witnesses ae to th& proos.'b!.e- yield is ba.eed 

Vlholl~ upon surfaoe :1nc!1cl):t1ons. 

J:pp11oent"e w~tnessn o-stimated 8. consts:c.t yield 0'£, 

'" Vl:l.ter at the dam of 20 cub1e feet :per second, 'but $ll e7..em~

tion 07 the' c~neers ot this Commission o! all the d&t& npon 

. which this eotim:te 1e'be.se-d .. indicates an outSide eafo ,-16ld 

o~ 10 cubic t'eet pc%' seco:z::d., a.nd this ,~tter Gst:Ur1ate is bs.eed 

upon the s,ez'CZ:ptiol: thllt the theone,s ot applicant I's' witlleszes 

as to the-pOSZi1:lil:tt,-of storing and drawiIlgof'!" t'his. water 'll£ 
" t. , ." ,,. 

plann&dsre' eottnd. 

tho d.o.:ot1te' a.nd the greateS'treporte-d run ot:!,. Which occurred 

in Febra.a.r:v, 1910 p "lIa.a 8 cubic :!eet per seeo:c.d., s.:ld the/ trlld:er

!lor., in the' erossscetiOll area to be ~d,. as describe-dby 

s.:p:pl:tesnt?s 'W1t:r.e-esee. wO'tlld not p'!"ob:Lbly yield, Z cubic ~~et 

per second. 

It ie, proposed to CtJ.r".1:y -:he water a.bout 7-1!Zmile-s 

fro:lthe cto.m' in a :fl.ume or ditch snd. ~C!!! it ~bout SOO feet 

through c. power house, the wa,~er thereatter to 'be ,tak~ by .a. 

n'ttl:le Or diteh t<> 30rego 'Valle-:¥" for ir.::tga.tion p=:poses. ~e 

p.ov:O'r dovelo:pe-d at tee POVle% house is to be conveyed. by Wire 

a,bout ZS miles to the Coe.ehe-lla and Indio Valleys.. there to be 

soldfo%', light1llg and. power 'purposes. 

NO~~ic1c.nt eat$ has' be~ turnished upon ~eh a 

res.sone.oly sat'e conclusion CaD be urived as to the 21leees3~ul 

.. 

devoi~e:o.t o.nd impO'alld.i:c.g ¢.!, n su!~1e1ent a.mount o~ water tIllde:~':, 
the pls.n p:roposed'to 1nsurc the suceee:$ o't this enterprise,,, and 

~" t, 

While I do not ¢oncoive' it to 1>0' t:he dt:t:r o~ this CommieZ!OXl to 

1neie:t u:.?on COmplete proof" o'! the fillS.1' ~eeees: o~ a:l entero:.d.se ... 

Z 



b~:!oro :port.:lisSio:l v/ill bo given to the le.unchi::lg of tha 28::n<> .. 

still I thiDl: 'Where the whole enterprise is to be ':f'1ns:eod 

upon the- sale of bondS tJls.t this Co:rc.miszio:c. should. be- p't%t 

upon information Showing tile ~ea.s1bility of tho' ente%1?rise. 

Aa,1tforent s1tuat1o%lwo'ttld ~ cre::tce. if the :pro:Iot~s 

p~oposed to e%pend their own,mon&yto finsnc&-this ent~r

~:l:'~se. bees:tlse ,?eing, on full' i~orma.tion peop-J.e should not 

be rest~ned from investing' their mone,. in e:c.'terpnse'e 

calculated to de-velop the country'. even lf~ere considera.ble 

risk rr.s:; be ent.a1le-d on mak:1ng s':lca 1nvest:ne:c.ts. 

arc asked to'nuthor1ze tbe issU3Jlce of conda which will 

be sold t,o the pt(olie. to some exte:c.ton the ta.ith o~ 

the Comciss1on Fs'author:1z8tio:. 

~e engineer of a.pp!.1cant Who tes-ti:!1ed 3.1:' the 

hear:t:og. and. who produce-eo estimates of t:!lc cost of in-

stalling the, h:ydro-elee'tr1e feature of tllis ent,expr1se-. 

is not in AgrOetlCnt With the engineers of this C'om-

rower plant with switchboerd .~ ..... . 
l?1pc- l1lle ·from rosepo1r to· 

power plal'lt 7-l/2miles .......... . 

Porty miles of ma.in trs.:c.smissiOXl 
11l:lo' •••••• : .••• _,_ •• __ ,_ •• _ ••••• *' •••• 

Lo.tors:ls- 20 mles· ........................... . 

"J:)a::n' •••.••.•••••. ~ •••• , •••••• _ •••• _ ...... . 

Contingeneies .................. ' ........ . 

!ots.l ........ 

Zilo cet1-

$50.000.00' 

4O~OOO.OO 

50.000.00 

l& ,.000 •. 00 

2S?OOO.OO 

20,000.00 

~"20o..000 .00 

CE!rts.1n conditi0l:2 of work the tt'bove estimatos. C7xcept 

that -!or tl:.o pipe line trom the o:a.m to tb.e pOVle'r h¢usc~ 

J,.s to this line, tlloy hold· that it would 



eo~ ':f'o-ur tl:nos the ostl:cs.t&d amoct if, sta:n6.B.rd. practice 

r.cre to be used. or $160,000 in2te~d o~ ~9000. ~is 

1iould. increase tho total e!ttims.to~ cost b:,r $l20 ,000 ~ or 

$320,,000. 

A$ the total o:t:lount of bOIlde a.eked to be 

s:o.thorlze,e. is $200,000. :l.:1~ tlle highest price: sug

gest.ed 8,3 obta.1nable !or these bondS wa.s 85 per cent 

o~ f'ace, there would be a considerable :lal'gil:' between 

tho $U~ obts1ned on the t31e o! these bonds ~d the 

a::lount neeos&a.%7 to c-o:cr>lete this pro:eet, 8nd. no 

definite' :plan has been suggested, b:,r s,l'plieent' for 

moetingthis·de:!ieiency. 

It should not be concluded: that'thi3 project 

13 not i"ca.e1ble, b,:t it is evident th::?.t su!f1e1ent 1n

fOX'lllatior. . has not been fu:rx:.iehed this Commis3ion" nor 

has an adequat& fir .. o:ac.iel plan bee: provided to finance 

tho same. to .warrantth1s Comtliesion·in gra:l.ti::.gtil1s 

=:"plie&tion at this time,. therefore. I raeol:::ll%lelld 

that' this' application be denied. cr:3J;l1ng attention .. . 

to tbe fe.et thst a:ppl1esnt '!N!.7 at· tJ.r.y' t1::l& renew- this 

n:ppliea:tion and aup;port the' SSl:C r.ith ~e prod't:etio::c. 

~ ,more complete evidence and t:b.e :presents.tion o~ a 

%:lore' s.a:eq'lla.te fins:o.c:!.a.~ p~. 

I su'b:l1t i:ere'V1ith the folloWing ~orm o'f 

order: 

OR!)Z~ 
-' ............. .., 

Appliec::ion having 'been :z:ade to the Ra.ilro3.d 

CO:::oiseion ot the Sta.te- ot Cel:!.fo:rnia. for an order 

,authoriz1:::t.g the iesue' by Empire W3.ter C02:1pe.ny o'£. $200.000 
.' 

face vsJ.1lf: of 'bonds. and So public hea.r1ng M:ving be,eli 

held:. thereon. sd it. a;ppe~:1ng ~o the c.ommezion ,tha-t 



public co:ven1ence and necessity do not at this ~ime 

re(luire that sa.!d s.p~l!eation be gro.nted~ 

I~ IS E.?:E.~Y OR:DSl'C!!D th&t the 3.l'Plioa.tion o~ 

the Empire Wa.ter CompSllY :!'or 3.uthorization to 1$S'Il~ 

$200 ,.000 fa.e~ vo.lue, O'! bonde 'be s,nd tho e.amc is bo:r:&b~ 

dOnied .. 

Zbe ~oreso1ng opfn1o~ and. order~r~ bcre'b7 

s,jlproved :m~ ordo:rcd :!iled. a.s tbo op1n!on 3lle. or<1er 

of tl:.e ~ilrotl.d Comt:iez10n o-t the State o! Csli'!ornia. 

:Dated a.t Se.:a ~rs.nc ieeo,. CIl11t'orn1a,. thie- .l.wL. .. 

~'3' of Oct ober. 1913. 

c~lJi.~ 
. COl:m:::t~S1o:c.ers;" 
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