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BEFORE TES RATLROAD SOMIISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Matter of the Application

of ANTOX J. RONSEEDMER for author- Application
ity to incresse rates for water at Xoe 7304,
2enngrove, Ca.lii’ornia. '

Pa Ao Meyer.,':for A:ppiicant. '

BY TEE COMMISSION:

oprxzIox
A public hea.ring wes held. 'oy Ebw.miner Testoverx at
Penngrove, Sonoma COunty. upon above a.pplicat.uon fex a.uthor-
ity to increase rates for domestic watex servad in and sbout
l’enngrove, 02 which hearing a.ll of applicant’'s consumera were
notified and & pumber of whom appoered and teutﬁied. |
It a.ppears fron the toa‘timony that a.pplica.n"c jurchaaed

sn eighty acre- ra.ncb. about 1904. and’ la.id. out v.pon it the 'tom-
site of Eenngrove. Upon. the ranch at tne time i't wa.s mz:r-
cb.a.sea was the well "'rom v:hich applicant o‘bta:ma hie wa'te:r sup-
PlYe mhe wa.ter in 1t was’ originally impregna.tod wi't:h iron,
suiphu:r a.:w. magnes ia. to such a degree that it wa.a no't saita.'ble
for domestic 1-3:-L 1 I'c wa.s thoro:‘.’oro drilled 49 :roe'b doopor |
through & thick stra.ta. of rock to its present de'oth of 116 feet
and tae w::fa.cc water cased oﬂ’- witz the resv.'l.t trat: a.n artesian
210w of excollen‘t water was obta.inea. Tho well ‘no lom;er ﬁowa. :
but an ample snpply ot wa.ter is obta.ined by pumping :to::- 't:he 39
°erv:.cea now connected 't:o the system wlu.ch co:nsis'ts oi‘ pump
3 h-p. motor, 2 storage tanks of 8000 and. 5000 gallons capa.city

ctively end &istri’oution meins. |




Applico.nt has no books of accownt or recorda conts.ining
‘cb.e cost o2 the sy...'tom and except -"or ore or two mems wag
wable to state the coet from memory. Ee presented no engin-
ooring testimony, but relied upon the testimory of witnesses
t0 presont value o0f real estate and cost of mdtérial a.mi l‘a.bor. '
The consumers p’::egented testinony wpon the va.;ro.é' of‘ﬁsed end
useful real estate &nd upon service conditions from ﬁh‘ich 1t
appears 't:b.at at times they are without water d.u:ring periods ’
of grea.tost wse in the moraing and evening hours. _
~ Mr. Jobn Spemor, one of 'che COmmission's assistant
hydraunlic engineers, mado a0, inves‘tiga.tion. inventory‘ and. ap-
_praisemen't of. 't‘b.e syatem, chOwLng the estimated original cost
plus overhea.d “to heve beexn 53969.. e.nmi‘ty or’ :eplacements
£62.58 and eatimtemtemco and operation expense .,433.00
allowing the umza.l onera'ting coets Lor systems of thia typo
in the absence of recor&s showing sctual operating cost. m:e
present rate is $1.5O rrr month for each consumer. This rate
was recently :!.ncrea.se,d without s.uthori‘ty to-, '%'.OO-"pevr montb.
but applicent is now refunding the overcharge after ha.v::.ng 1earned
that rates cemnot legally be increased withov:t a.u‘thori'ty of the
Commission. The revomme esrned dux ing 1920 2t the "1'1.50 rs:t:o
weg $584. and $505. for ten months in 1921._ It is appa.rent |

thet applicent is not earning an 2dequate return upon his invest-

ment. New rates should provide for removing discriminations
which exist by reason 0f mwniform cha.rge being ma.d.o, mther ¢On-
sumers sxe serv'ed. with much ox 1iv 'tle wa.‘t:er.

Apperently abdbout one-third of his power 411, Whiciz aver=-
ages about $145. per year, con be .,ewed by metoring system and
a considere.blc saving in :La.bor can be made by insta.lling auto-
matic device: ZLor staxting and ato;pping the motor.




Applicant claimed o va.iue of $2509. for the right to
take underground water from his well. It does not appear from
his teztimony that he invested any definite amourts in watexr
right. The 't:e'atimouy ghows that the velue of the water for
the purposes for which it is now nsed wes mede by d.rilling ‘t'he
well 49 feet deeper, and the cost of tuis imprpvement is fn-
cluded in Mr. .Spencer's‘ estimate. It also gppescrs tha.t othexr
wells equally fé,vombly 1oceted caz be purehesed upén!'mcﬁ térmz
that we could not Juetify adding to Mr. Spencer's éstimates,e.ny-
thing for water right. EHis estimate of cost of the :;.ystem iz
bazed upon costs of labor and materials at thé timez they were
inzta.lied., while those of other witnesses' for various :I.tems are
besed upon present costs. He has assigqed to the pipe a shorter
life %tren do applica.nt-'s witnezses, who recently wneovered and
cxamined -the pipe, with the result that hic allowence for ampual
- depreciution is larger than applicanits, but it is be.seé 6n long'
experience and much brosder dota. We therefore use his ‘ezl‘.:i-
mates, cbove referred to, for raté base a.nd..o.n;ma.l cb.e.:-g;ez.ir

As tae anmual charges, above referred %o, inciﬁding
return upon invesitment, total $81§;58, ané fﬁhe estima.tefl revenue
2t present authorized rotes i:i about $600.00 per year, ﬁv.t".,’iz-
apparent that the revemue zhould ve increazed. It is ezﬁi:%mtcd
tast the rates fouzd im the order will produce the required rev-
‘enue, ond more equitably distribute ‘&hé burden b‘et'ween. t.'ae?on-
Jumers. | |

CRDEZR

A public hearing haoving been held upon the above en~

titled application, the matiter being submitted c.nd‘novr ready
Tor. decision, | ' R

| TEZ RAILROAD COMMISSION HERESY FINDS taat the rates
2%t preseat charged by applicent ore iﬁad.eq{ze.te, ‘but that” the

B




rates herelnafter set farth ore adeonate, just and reazonable rotes

to be charged by above applicant.

2y thiz oxder upon the above finding and upoen all of the
findings of facts contuined in the preceding opinion,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that anton J. Romsheimer be and he
is tereby aunthorized to file with the Commizzion vithin twensty (20)
daye from date, and to thereafier sharge ond collect for woter

served in and obout Penngrove, the Zollowing schedule of rates:

Nonthly Izétcred Raten

For the Tirst 500 cu. ft., or less,

For tae next: 500 ¢u. £4. to 1000 cu. ft.,
per 100 cu. ft.,

For all above 1000 cu. ft. per 100 cun. £t.,

Xonthly Flat Rates

For ecch dwelling, business, or other sexrvice,  $2.00

1T IS EZRTEEY FURTZER ORDEREZD thot opplicant shall Tile
with the Railroad Commizzion rules and "'egula. ionz ,;,ovcming service
of water upon nis zaid aystem, =zuck rules and regulat ons to be zsub-
Jjeet to the opproval of the Commi sion.

IT IS HEREEY FURTEER ORDERED that water meters msy be im-
ctalled the cost of applicant mpon axy sexvice ot hiz option,
axd that water meterz may be instzolled uporn axny service at the op-
tion of any consumérl upon.'thc sdvence by sald consmr, to thé utili-
Ty or the total actual cost of the meter installed, z-uch cost to be
refur.ded to the cornsumer at the rate of nalf of such consumer(s
monthly water bills. | | |

Dated at San Francisco, California, this ’gf __ day |

of Decenber, 1921.




