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In the :ce.tter of the ep.p11~t10n .. ) 
of the City of San Pernendo tor ) 
permission to con$trcctJ~gs1e Street ) . 
&t grade across the tracks of 500- ) Ap~licat10n ~o.715l. 
them Pae1fie Coo:pllnY in San. Fer- ) 
nando 9 Los .A:l.ge1es' Coonty. California.) 

E. A. Decker. for A.;pp11ee.nt. 

J. E.,Lyons, for Soothern ?s.c1fie Com~any. 

By The CO:c1ssion: 

OPINION' 
-----~,.... 

In this application .the City of Ssn Fe:rntJ.ndo asks. per-

mission to extend Jessie Street at grade across tiletl"acks of 

Soctl:ern ?s.e1fic Cc:t!'s:cy to eo:c.neet w1 th Uo~sk1l1 Stroet. . . ' 

A ptl'blie hearing was hold. on this. 8.:9:plic&t1on. in tho City 

of Sa:a. :E'ernando be~ore Exs:n1ner Williams on December 7 t 1923.. 

~s matte~ was before the CQmCission in 1915 in ~pl1~ 

tion ~o. 1975. and in Dee13ion Xo. ZOlZ in that proceeding ,the 

relat1o~ of JOg~ie Street to the other crossings in the C:ttywe.s. 

deseri~ed. ~8 decision indicates that many o~ the reeidents o~ 

San Fe:r:c.a:c.do . 'bolieved. a. t that· t1:le. '";he. t s. ero z&ingat :Brs:c.d 

Eoolevard, located approx1ma~ly 840 feet northweeterlytrom the 

proposed ~essie Street crossing, woald better serve the poblic than 

woald apcblic crossing at Jessie Street. bat since there ~88 no 

. app11e,ation 'before tho Co:r:nssio:c. for the opell1%l8 o:t'~r.and :Soolevsrd 

across the 'traC:ks the. decision, above refenad to·, acthor1zed.the .. 
, 

opening o~ Jeseie Street for the reazon that it appeared re&8ono.ble. 
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th4t one ztreot shoold be cpon in that ~1cin1ty • 

. ,A3 f:JlO;,tgrowth o~ ~he hearing end doeieion in Al'Pl1cetion 

1975 the City. on dc.rJJJtJr3' 19, 1916. filed .!ppl1cation No. 205l for 

pe:rm1ssio.71 to eonstroct :Brc.:c.c1:Boalcvsrd across the tr4Cks o~. Soo-
I • 

- the~ ~acif1e Com~~. After .~ ~ablie hearing. ~e1$ion No~ 3186 
• < 

wc.a rendered in tl:lis .ap~l1cat1o:l.,. in wach the o:o1n10:l. ;Wtl.8 age1n 0%-.... ~'" 
:pressed that :ar::;~ Eoolevard crossi:c..g wocld beo.t servo the.po'b11c, 

interest ~d that thie wool~ be perticclsr17 trQO i:f'a street ~ore 

co~strccted parellel end adjac~~ to ~oSoothern Pacific right 

of W8.7 along 1 ts northeasterly side a.e=oss the Eigh SeJ:.ool :Pro:oert7 

ootv;eon Jessie Street and BraDd, Boo1ev.e:'d and :Decision ~o. SlS6 

t:"erefore grs.nted the s:pplice.t1o::l to constroet tho :Brand :SOolevsrd 

e:'OS3iIl.8 s.nd at e))Qc t the same t:tl:l.o ~ in Decision 31~,. the Co::l

::U.se.1on revoked its perm1ss1on 'to co:o.strcct t:b.e ;(:$81e Stroet 

.!t tAe hee.rixlg in tb.e present a;ppl1cetion the test1Ir.o~ ill-

dicates t~t t~e city gr~dcd and.grsvclled e roadway ~arallel to the 

ra1lro~d a.crO$S the :E1gh School propert7 on the northellZtorly side 

o! the %,a,1lroed right of we:; 'betwoen JeSSie Street and Brec.d :SOo~e

vard; and this roa.d was :l,)o'blicly- osed. t'or eboot & yea:r ~ ~ter wMeh 

the 3:1gh School e.othor1t1es refosed farther ase ~:r this road. by tho 

poblie £:C.6. ;placed. barricad.es. n.t eech end and that &8 .. s. resal t t1le . 
reSidents in the Vicinity o! Jeanie Street ere reqoired-to cae ~ 

more c1rcc1tot's roate as an oct1et. Zhe only p·ablicroote open to 

them. is b:1 way of Foorth Street wh1c!:. 1163- psrallel to the :railroad. 

and "'ll:Pro%1mo.tely 1000 :tect to the northeast. It 18 :possible. hOVl-

ever .for ti;.em· to QSC a roadway tllrocgh the Aigl:. School ;property. which 
• < 

le.tter );'X'oad :torms two sides. ot' £l, ~anele,. the third side. of" wh1ch 

is the- roadw::.y.ad'j$collt to the railroa.d .. tJ:a.t h.a.3 beG:l1 closed. by the 

E1gh Sehool. s,othont1es. . 
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!:!he testimony indicates t:c.a~ the prtncil'tll a.dvents.ge of 

opon1:g JoSZ10 Street erossine woeld be to ~rov1de a ~ore direct 

'oc~let for the residents slong Jessie Street (aboat· 25. families) 

desiring to go either to the bosines2 section of San Fe~~do or to 

Los ~eles and to provide a more direct access to the Eigh School 

:!rOIl:. the territory to the sooth • 
.. 

The test~On7 ~so shows tha~ conditions neve not meterie~ 

change~ s1nc& 1916 except that, the ~o~clation of S~ Fernando. as 

well as teo n~ber ot ros1dents slo~ Jeesic Street. ~3 nearlj 

doobled. Tho po~clation as now est~ted is eboct 4~OO ~ was ~ven 

in tho l'ederal censo s of 1920· u 3234. 

~h& Socthern ~acif1e Company o~poses the constrcct10n of this 
w 

cross.ing 0::' tho grocnd. that it woald interfere to Co eo:a.side:rs.blo 

extent wit::. their o:pentions.. It w:l.Spo1nted oct the: consider~le 

. SWi tehing was dO:l6 over the t:-e.cks where this crossing woe ld· be 

loceted and that westboond ~re1ght trsi~s are ~ozt 1nvarieb17 

reqaired to etop for water e.t Sen Fe:t'Xlt.tndo. This is now: asosJ.1Y' 

dOl:le by stoPPing the tra.in east of tile :Brand :Bo::leverd cro$S1ng~ 

w1:t.ile the engine is cat o!f and ts.ken to the wc.ter tank; and the 

ordinary tra1~ ondor these ~ire~tances stands aerOS$ tho ~ro

~oced loeet1cn of the Jessie Stroet crossing,. sne., were i"t opened._ 

1 t wo,old. be necessa:ry for the railroa.d to eat their trs.ine a. t tl:i 8, . , . 

crossing Wi th th~, s.ttend.s.nt s.ddi tiona!. delay,. expense :x.nd ha2:S.%"d. 

~here o.re focr tracks. a.t tho loca.tion of the pro;posed 

crossing. One of tLleae, an indcstrieJ. aper track., eoald. be ehortened 

and thos re:noved from the erossir.g. Another" the passing track. coold. 

alSo. be remove·d t:r:cm the crossing" bat this woald red:lce its eff~ctive 

length by one car length and the Socthern ~acific,~refore cla~ed 

that the switch tor this track aaocld be moved sOQthea.~terl~. ~he 

crossing therefore wocld ~robably be eonstraeted ~crOS3 these traCts . 
or.8:.of wJ:.1ch is the Ite.1n line. 
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W1tnose ~or tho Socth~rn ~~c1f1c tostified that tho eost o~ 

installing th~ Jessie Streot eross~g wocld b~ ~p.prox1mstel~$Z8SO. 

~he eXlgineering department o:Z the Commission" however" wa.:;s aMble 10 
. . 

agree with thie figare" contending tilatllll of ta.e neeesl3S.%7 wor~ in 

eonnae-:ion w1 th this. erossin.g. ineloding the constroct1on of ~ per -
...•. 

minent co~vert over the ditch on the nort~e&Sterly sida o~ tho tracks 

shoeld be done at s. cost not to exceed $,2800. end expressee. the 

o:!;>1n1on that it might be possible to make Co sa.t1s~actory 1:z:.sta.lJ.at1on 

e.t this loe£l.tion et 8. :figaro m&ter1a.lly lowor· thsn tl:a.t. 

Wi tnoss ~or the r&.ilroadtest1f1ed the. t there is en average 

of 4~rox1ma.tely eight tx-e'1ght trains in each d1rect1o!l nearly .all 

of which stop at Sen Fernando- 8.nd th8.~ thore ere six ps.=enger 

trains in each, direction moet ot which do ~ot stop. 

~~e~e is a pri~ate cros3ine ~oblicl7 ceed app~oX1matoiy 

90 foet soatheeaterly trom the :propoeed erossi:c.e, and tJ:.eproposed 

.e:"ossing weald be somowhat less hazard-oos then this onst1D.g:pr1vate 

~oaeing part1calarly if the now crossing wore protected by an 

,s.ctomatie flaem&~ 

Since the occopants of the 25 reSidences along Jessie Stroot 
-... 

actcslly have .an oat~et~ a.lthoogh b,- a somewhat ~o:l.gor rocte. w::.d-' 

since the tref~ic between Jessie Street end that portion o~ t~ 

basine3s section of SsnPe:r:nsndo loc~ted on the northeaster~s1de 

o~ the re.1lioe.e.. woold~ by- tI ae o~ the .7~ss.10 Street crossi%lg. be 

reqaired to crOS$ the railroad twice instead of not at~l i~ the 

present octlet b~ ?ocrth Street is made cse of. it 8ppearsthsZ there 

does not exist $C~!1eient pablic eo::rvenience and necessity to .jaet1-~ 

the 1nst.ella t1011. 0'£ a gr:t.de cro~s1:c.g at Jessie Street 'l,U1d tl:lo 

~cblie safety'woo1d bo for~er ~romoted if the ,rivate crossing 

located aboot90 feot soatheaeterl,- from ~e$zie Street were closed • 

. '-:' ~ ::: 
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ORDER -----

The City of S~ ~o~do h4ving'~ilod an application ~or 

po~ssion to constrcet a street at grade aerO$$ tho tracks of 

Southern Paei:r1e Coml'ax:w •. a pcb11c hee.r1ng hs.Vil:l8 beon held. t~ 

Ca.mm1ee1on bo1ng apprised of the facts snd ~e ~tter being onder 

sabm1ssion ~~ roady tor decision. 

IT IS ~ ORDERED,. that the ~pp11eation be and. it 18 

h~reb:v denied. 
/A. . 

Dnted a.t S@ hanciseo,. California. th1s iL..da~ of Docem.bor,. 

1921 ... 

Commiss1oners •. 
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