
Decision No. 21!'" ~ 

E:. :E'. Orr. Don C. :Bowker and 
, I.. c. :Drapeau. ~or ~rotests.nts. 

Robert U. Clarke and D. W.C'Wlll1ngham. 
for. applicant. 

" 

EY T.HE CO~SSION: 

soutbern CaJ.1:forn1a Eaison Co~y .. appfica:c.t horeill. 1$ 

S public utility corporstion supplying· water' for domeet1e. industrial 

andmnnic1pal ~OSO$ in the City of San '~enaventura~ co~oDl~ 

known as tho City of Ventua .. Ve:::.tuxe. Co'Cll:ty. ':r.o.e eo:tpsny also $'tZ.p

plies water tor irrigation, purposes alongvo~'tt:ra.·.A'V'enuebotween the 

C1tj and ·the CompanyTs dcm o~tho Ventura Eiver. 

Applicant asks e.uthor1ty to increaso its rato:3 charged for . 
wator serviee~ alleging il:l effect th6.t the ra.tes !lOW charged do not 

. " 

yield su:f':f'icient revenue to pay the' expenses. 0-£ operating: the sy$'tem 

end afford no return to s'ppliC::l.llt, upon 1 ts investment. 

Ptlb11c hearings were held in the' above proceeding 'bofore' 
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Exe.minor SIJ:tterwh1te e:t Vent"a.ra.. of which 8.ll·1ntereeted :parties 

wore notified s:o.d given an opportun1ty to appoar e.nd. to be heard. 

At those hoarings five :proceed.1ngs" A:pplic~t1o:cs :Noz. 5949 e.nd 

510~ and Cases Nos. l455. 1461 c.nd 1257" were' consolidated a.nd' it 

W$S sti~ulated that the t03t~ony introducod in any ~roeood1ng 

might bo eoneidorod 1n the othors. ~owovor. due to tho diversity 

of the matters involve~ it has been considerod ~v1sable to rondo%' 

SOp~8te decisions. 

In 1869 a. :franchise wa.s granted. for the right to serve the . 

01 ~y .of Vent'C.%'o. Wi til water for a ;period 0 of ti!ty yoore. In 1871 

this :f:ranehiso vre.s a.ssignea. to !l?ho:ca.s R. :a.a.rd and.W. S. Chc.ffee" who 

!n tur.7l e.eS1gnod it.in 1874 to the santa.Al:e. water Co:CP8.1:lY. wllieh 

was incorpora..tod 1n 1870.. The Ventura !.eJ:.d· e.nd 'Water company was 

1.nco:r:porated. to doal 1ll the' lands .a.:o.d. wa.tor o~ the Santa.Ana Wa.ter . .' 

COl:l.pany. ~030 ~/O eompa.n1es con't1.m1cd 1::1. oX1stenco tult1l their :PUr

chase in 1901 by Ad.e.:ms. Zaill1l's a.nd :3rotJ!erton who fotlll&>d the 

Vonture. Light and ;E'ower Company. The Ad.e:ns. ~.....iJ.l1:ps' 1lltere'sts wero 

JtureiJJle~a. bzr the V~ntura County Power Company in 1906 s.nd t~e ~1:f'1c 

"Light a.nd Power Co:lpanj' secw::ee. a controlling interest in the VonturtJ. 

County :?o't'/or c.o:r!pany in 1914. ~o hold.ings and interests o~ the 

Ventura. County Power Company rwere trallSferred to So'l1tl:.ern c.e.l1:t'ornia 

Edison Company 1n 19l7. 

!I!he water supply is Obta.:1nE;d. by Pu:::1Ping from tJ, S'Ol:.P in the 

bed of t:b.e Ventura. Eiver. constncted a.ga1.t:.st -reo UlIper tide ot the 

c&si to.e $Ub::lo:rged~. VIetor is pt:.:lped directly into the ma,il:l$.e.nd 

a. eO.:lstant pressure 'is ::m.1ntained tbrough ~he use of tbr~e balB:o.e1ng 

reservoirs. Distrioution =a~3 tep tho tr~smi8e1on line et v~ious 

pOints between the Cs.si te.e dsm s.ud the City ot Venture.. A boost.er 

unit 10 operated at the ~oli Stroot plant for the purpose ot inere&e-
, , 

ing ,the preszo.re a.t.. high pointe in the eastern PG.rt 0 f tho city.. A' 

:pert of the water for 1rrigs.t1on use is l'utlPed from tho v:'ent'llr8 ltiver 
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a.t the Go-snell E111 pl.a.~- .~G l''tUnping equ1pmontconsis'ts o~ elec

trically driven pumps. TAe utility sttpl'11&e c.pproximtl.te~.1 1280 

domestic con~ers and about SO 1rrigationusors • 

.A.:p;Plics;~t. presented. c.n apprtlo1.sal shovJ1ng an oct1mtl.tod 

original cost, o~ $333.529. but waived any ela~ for rate fixing based 

upon this valuation and·accepted tho find.ings of tho CO:cissionTs 

engineer as a.re.te be.se. 

ProtestcJlts preson:ted ~ eppraiso.l showing fl.Xl oetims:ted 

orig'J.lUl.l cost of $140 .• 435 and s. l'roposod. stt.'bst1tutionsl i pltmt s;stem 

at all ostimtl.ted cost of~Z7 .155. 

~otostents a!'pra1sals' are notoompo.re.ble With t1l.o a.pprais

als of Southorn california Edison co~o.ny alld tho Reilroad.· Co:rc1szionT $ 

engineer a~ they oJ:JJ.y 1llclude the :proporty tt-om and includ1ng Ctlosi tas 

dAm to e.point on Ventura. Avel:lUo oppcs:tte the nll schoolhouso. and 

do not include the distribution system in the' City of Venture. 

At tho hesring Mr. D. E. E:c:rroun~ one o~ tho Cot:tt:ll1B$1on' e 

hydrtl1%l1c engineers.,. presented a report covering a f1eld1:c.ves'tigs.-
. . 

tion and. e.:pprEl.i&nl of the phySical pro:po:rt1es 0"2 the u~1l1't~. togO'ther 

with ~ ma1ntenaneo~nd o,era't1on e~ud;. 

~ll1s .report shows tb.o eot1l:lB.tod ori·ginal cost of all utili t:; 
'. 

property to' be $305-.409. a.lld recommends $1, 92Z as So prop'3r' rople.eement 

s.nnui ty computed 'by the 6% 8:5 nking . fnnd mothod. Thisre;port alao 

reeolZende the e= of· ~"2Z, 720 B.8 a. fair and. roasona.ble ost1:J.a.te o~ the 

:ftz.ture opere.t1on a.%ld.' maintenance exponses. T".aeee estil:uJ,'tee' appear 

roe.eona."ole and. will ·oe used. for the :purpose of-this !,roceod1ng. 

ad abo'Vo: 

o-! the annus.l ehargos. as· indica. t-

8%. ret~ upon $305.409 • • • • • • • • • - $24~43Z . 
Repla.eor:lcnt LnntL1 ty. 6% Sil'lk1ng ?o.:ad Method 1,.. 923'. 
Ms.1ntcD.S:lce e.:ldOpera.t1o:o. Expense •.• • .. .. 23,720 

Total' Gst1ms:tcd. e.m~:c.BJ. chargee... .. .. .. • $50,076 
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the year 19l9 was $25.6l8. Il:ld averaged $l9,. 910 :for the :four :precoding 

yo~e. It 4000" not e.p:poar thnt thoro is ree.son to expeot c:tJ.y notablo 

inerec.so in businoss in 't".o.e near :e'o:tc.ro •. It is evident. there:fore. 

tha.t a:c.thorit:; to incroa.se rates shouJ.d 'be granted • . 
Service of wa'tor to ·8 few consumers. is a.t ra~s fixed 1n eerta.1n 

deods conveying wator snd r1:ps.r1nn righte a::.d rights of wa:t 'to tho pro

doees30:t's 1.n interest of thee.:pp11cant herein. end it i" evident that 

the r~tes so estc.b11shod. are in the~turO' of :pr1ve.t0 rights re.thcr t".o..e.n. 

for a public service and tAa.t tAey ~ be ~nta1ned W1thout change. '. , 

.b:1J.y 1.nerease in rates g:"llllted b, this Con:ltl1es1on can,. therofore, ollJ.:, 
. . 

be applied: to such 'Water as is d.elivered 'to the public -::t111:ty e:ons=ere. 

and the ra.tes fucd must b~ so ·d.eSigned as to s.sseesto .. these :public' 

service consumers pay.c.ents for serv1ee wl:.1eJ:. are in proper 'proport1on . . 
to tho· 8J:IllU8l ehsrgos.. Oby1o'C.slJr. tho moat rell.BoMblo o:a.d e1mpl~ motbod 

of' aehieVing this res'tC.t Will be to establish w.o.a:t would. be e.fs.1r rete ... 
if every consumer were s :public user. 

The sch&d.ulo of rates establlshed 1n tho' follovl'ing order is reeson

n"olo and 1 t· 1s ost1l:la.te6: that the ut111t3' 'WO~d. receive a. return c,:ppro:z:-

1m8.tels eqa.a.l to the annual charges sot out .. a.bove 11: the rs:tee so es

ta.bl1slled wore applied. to all 'the eonsumers on 'the szoste:n. 

DoQestic users are nowsupp11ed ~t flat rates:anging from,$l.OO· . . 

:per month UlJvre.rd.. Irr1ga.t1on :a.tes are 2S cents' :per :liner's inch da,.. 
or a.bout It conts per A'CJldred cu"oie :feet. It a.ppears a.dViea;ole to in

ete.ll me~ers.. e.:ld 0. :leter ra. ~ Will therefore be estebll shed. 

OEDE? - .-. ~ -- ---
Sou thorn ca.l1fomie.· Edison COm~, having applied to the :ea1lroad 

Co~ss1on for 8uthorit~ to 1ncreaeo the rates charged b, it for water 

service in the City o~ Ventura. am a.djacent terr1tory~ Von'ttu"a. county. 

publie hearings having been held: a.ne. the ::o.e.tter ha:villg ~on', snb:m!. 'tted, 

IT IS ~ romm .AS A FACT that the rates and. charges o~. tile . 

Southern CeJ.ifomia. Edison COmpsny. :for we.tor delivered cO'uS'OJlle:r:s:1l:t 
',. ' 

, . 
the C1 ty 0'£ Ventura. and Vicinity, in so fe:r tl.S they d11:for :0:0: t.Jlo 
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%'0. toe horein eettl.bl1ehe~, are ,unjust e.nd unree.sono.blo ~ tJ.M that the 

rates and charges heroin Gst~b~isb&d are juzt nnd roaso~ble rates to 
,.' 

be chllrgod -tor such service. 

And basing tho o'rier upon the :rorego1ng tin~ng of fa.ct and upon 

the statements of taetcon1ie.i:c.ect 1.u t'J:le Ol>1J::I.10ll which precedes t:b..13 

order, 

IT IS ~y ORDERED by the Railroad COmmission 0 t t:lle State ~ 

Ctl.l1fO%nia. that Southem C4lifomis.· :Edison Co::pan; be am it is hereb~ 

authorized e.nd directO'd to file with t".c.is Co::ml1ssion Within twenty (20) 

dsysfrol:l the date of t:!:.is order the follo'W1ng ,schedule of rates. ~eh 

rates to be charged :rorell service rendered su~sequent to J~rj 

31,1922: 

The schedule of fle.t rates Will rer:min tl.S at present in effect. 

~?A.~ 

Minimtm. Monthly Chargee: 
5/S-inch Meters •••••••••••••••••••••••• $l.OO 
3!4-inch Metore •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1.25 

Quantity Rates: 

1 -inch ~etere •••••••••• ___ •••• ___ •••• ~.75 
l~ineh,~s._ •••••••••••• _ ••••••••• '2.50 
2: ..,inch 'Meters .............. -_ • • • • • • • • • • •• 3.00 
3 --inch', ~etere ••• ' .•••••••.•••••••••••• 4.00 
" -i:c.eh· Me~.. • • • • • •.• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 5.00 

;b'Tom 0 to 500 cu.:f't .. :per :o.nt:ll.perJ.OC> cu.:et ..... $ .. 25 
]'rom 500 to 1,000 cu.fi;. p~r month, porlOO eu.ft....... .20 
From 1,000 to 3, 000 eu.~. per month.per 100 cu.:tt...... ..15 
From 3.000 to' 10,,000 ~.fi. per =:rth.por 100 eu.fi...... .JoO 
Fr~ lO.OOO to 30.000 eu.tt. per month.per 100 cu.tt..... .OS 
OVer 30,000 cubic :reet per mO:l.th. por lOO eubic foet.... ..05 

For streot, ~ri.t1kl.1ng. per wagon per :lontil. for oceh 
l:lonthwhen ~r1nkling is done .......................... $~.50 

'Fire' HyCtrs:c.ts, P(!11: month, es.eh ............ ' ............. "'..... 1.00 

Irrigation reo to 0:1. 'Ventura.. Avenue: . 
Irrigation ?atE) :per :::.incr'.::: 1:lCh per 24 hourswhieh 

is ecn1valent to 1728 cubie feot....................... .Z5 ... 

Provided. howaver, ~e foregOing sehedule s~ll no~ apply to 

service o~ ws.ter by 'tho Sou'tllo::n C.a.lifornia. ~diaon COl:lpa.:c., to tho 

grantors, and their successors 1n interest, of tho folloWf.ng deods in 

so, far as auch ae=viee is req~ed by the ter.cs of said -deeds: 
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1. Doad !rom WaJ. ter S. Chaffeo" at eJ.oo" to the San UJ. A:tJrJ. 
Water Comp.e.:o.y .. dated March 2. 187~" RGcore.od in 
:so ok 1 of Deeds at :?s.ge6Z'7 .. 

2. Deed :0:01:1 voo "O'etucs:a.st1gg.i. at al •• to ~o Santa. .A.na. 
WtJ,tor Compnny dated. March 6" 1874. Rocord.ed in 
:Book 1 of Deede at ?age 652 •. 

z. MeI:lore.ndum- .A.3 mod.if1o!. b~ memore.ndU'Cl dated March 17. 
1910.. ~eeorded 1n Book 123. l'age 2.32 o·:! Deedz 0'2 
VenturaCount~. . 

4. Deed from I. c.. Barron to T".c.c Se.nta .AJ:le, Water COm
pany' da.tod. March 1. 1874. Eeeorded in Book lof 
Doede. at ~go 67& et coq. 

5. Deod :!:r:om J. Willett. et ELl ... to Sante. ;;e. ytate.r 
Com.Jt8Jly da.ted ~ch 9. 1874. :aocorded 1ll Book J. 
of :Deeds at page 686 at seq .. 

. 6-. Deed f:r:om W.R.E:oo Weldon. :E:annah Ir. Weldon end Jane A. 
Woldon to Santa. l.:l.e. tts:ter Co::ptlJly dated Fe'brt18.ry ll. 
18SS.. !teco::d.ee. in :Book 23 of: Dee-de nt page. 514. 

7 .. Indenture made ~eh 2,,, 18'74. be1iween ~a.d.eo .A::lat" 
Bishop of ::.:ontGre~ and Le·s .Angeles tLS· trustee Of 
the property of. the ?oman Ce.tAolie Church in cal-
ifOrnia. and· The S8.nta. Ane.: Water C01:lpany Record.ed . 
MtJrch'7" 1874,.. e:t· r0CZCt0s1; of S&lts. ~ Water CO:npan~oo . . 

IT IS :EXREBY . .::'ORl!OE:E:R O:RDE:REI> the:t Southam callfornie. Zd1son 

Comp8Jly file with this Co=iss1on wi thin th1rt, (3O} d.a.,e from 'tl:l.e de:t.~ 

of·· this ordor" rules and regc.J.e.tiOll3 to govern its rola.tions With its 

COllStmlOrs. such rtz.les and regc.l.a.tio.1le ~ bocome ef:eoet1ve upon their 

acceptance by tho. Cormnission. ~ 

:Ds;ted at:San Fr8Jleisco,. c.a.l1~omia. th1s_.::..l~/:-____ _ 

dlJ.y of' J)ecem"oer" 1921. 
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