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REFORE THEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
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In the Matter of the Application of
(a) SOUTHEERN PACIFIC COMPANY for an
order authorizing it to closze the
sgeney at Decoto Station, County of
Alamede, State of California, and (b)
RAILVAY EXPRESS AGENCY, INC. for an
order suthorizing it to abandon its
agency at said station.
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Application No. 18776.

Re S. Myers, for Appnlicants.

N. D. Pritchett, for Order of Rallroad Telegraphers.

P. L. Decoto, for himself and other reslident pro-
tostants.

Ralph V. Richmond, representing the Decoto District,
County of Alameda.

In the cbove entitled proceeding authority is sought by
Southern Pacific Compeny and Railway Express Agency, Inc., to
close their respective agencles at Decoto, Alamedz County.

A éublic hearing was conducted in this matter before
Examiner Eunter, at Decoto, April 28, 1933.

At the nearing Applicant Railwey Express Agency, Inc.,
advised that subsequent to the filing of this applicetion it had
made arrangements, in the event Southern Pacific Company discon-
tinuved its agency at Decoto, for a representative to carry on its
business and, “therefore, desired to withdraw 1ts application Lo
authority to ebandon 1ts agency at this pointe. The testimony
introduced at tho hearing, therefore, relates og;y ¥o Southern

Pacific Company's portion of the application tqé@bandon its agency.
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Decoto, which is an unincorporeted tom in 3lsmeds County,
is located oz Southern Pacific Company's line between Oakland and
Niles. The district surrounding Decoto is devoted largely to agri-
cultural pursuits such ss the growing of deciduwous frults, trucx
gerdening, dairy and poultry dusiness, with some industxrial develop~-
ment.

Southern Pacific Company, in its Exhibit No. 1, shows the
business conducted at the Decoto Ageancy during the two-year period

exding March 31, 1933, to be as Lollows:

Business conducted for
Year ending March 3lst
L9900 : L9852
ITten :Numbex:Revenue : Number: Revenue

Baggage hearndled - pleces 49 66
Taybills m=de 50 87
Freight dills made 425 559
Western Union messages 186 188
Passengers 70 § 97. 268
" (commute) 85 704. 37
¥ilk and cream - Cans 1l - 5
*Less~than=-carloed revenue = local 180.
» " " " interline 64.

Sub=total | 81,045,

L

50 8% mu &P

Corloads = cars
*Carload Revenue - local 454,
" % interline 529. 2,154.

. Sub-total 3 983, 33, 402.

TOTAL %2, 028. 84,461,

*The amounts shown are one~half of the totel revenue for ship=
ments received and forwarded in order to allocate or credit
to this statlon its proportion of the revenus derived there-
from.

The sbove does not include revenue received by Southern
Pacific Compeny from Pacific Motor Transport Company which amounted
to £106 for the year ending March 3L, 1933, nor £4.59 received from

he Testern Unlon during this same period.
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The axrual station expenses, including selary of agent,
keat, light and watler, amounted %o $1,58l.

The nearest egoncy statlons to Decoto are Niles, to the
south & distence of 2.7 miles, azd Hayward, to the north 6.4 miles.

If this applicetion 1s granted, Southern Pacific Company
proposes %o establish a non-sgency steiion at Decoto; Lo store
less=ther-carlozd shipmenis in its warchouse under lock, 2 cus-
todian to be appointed to care for the key; to provide a telephone
at the station to enazdle the rellroad patrons %o communicste with

the adjacent agencles in railroad matters, these adjacent agencies

10 notify consignees by Post card of the arwrival of shipments at

Decoto; and to keop the walting room open Tor the convenience of
“he company's passengers. Decoto is served by four passenger ¥reins
in each direction Gally end ome local freight in each direction dsily
except Sundays.

A number of residents and business men of Decoto appeared
enc opposed the granting of Southern Pacific Compeny's application,
perticularly contending that it would be inconvenient if they were
required to secure the key from a custodian before receiving or
delivering thelr less-than-ccrload shipments at the company's ware=
house. This arrangement is an inconvenience compared with the pian
of having an agent availeble to take care of the shippers' needs
directly, but where the shipments at a station have declined to
point where thez/gggerially less than the cost of mzintzining the
ageney, it appears that the shippers should not object to some in-
convenience in oxrder to permit the rellroad to meke a substantiesl
saving in operating expenses, particularly when there 1s another
agency station within a daistance of less than three miles.

Witk respect to carload movements, the shipper can contact

the agent at the adjacent station through the compony's telephone
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ot the statior or the commercial telephone at & toll of S5¢ and
since the company plans on =advising consignees by post card or
telephone of the arrival of carload shipmentis, 1t does not appear
that the public would be put to an unreasorable expense or incon-
verlence in connection with carload shiprments.

With respect to passenger traffic, patrons entraining at
Decoto can pay the fare to the conductor without extrs cost and
comuutation tickets can be secured at the other end of the trip.
IL necessary The single fare from Decoto paid the conductor can
be applied on the purchase of commute books.

Whaile the California Farm Bureat Federation did not make

an appeaxance at this procecding, 1t has advised the Commission,

by letter, that 1t does not deslire to oppose the granting of this
application.

Coe of the principecl shippers and recelvers of freight at
Decoto is The Mzsonic Hore, located approximately an egual distance

rom the stations of Decoto and Niles. The superintendent of thls
Some stated that while an agent at Decoto was a cozverlence to the
monagenent and patrons of the 1nstifution in the way of advising of
the arrival of passceagers ard shipments for the Home, he admitted
that the freight business could be handled at Niles with little
inconvenience. Tho Eome has a bus meeting the two trains which
carry its xail passengers therefore the absence of the agent's
service would not Ilmpose ar unreasonable haxrdship on this insti-
sution.

Referonce was mede to the fact that at times pessengers have
use for the waiting room, perticularly during times of stormy weather.
While the company plans to keep the welting room open ard sanitary,
it does not contemplate providing heat and lights. It is clear from

vhe record, however, that the amount of use made of this walting
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room is comparatively small and meterially less than 1s the case

et many other non-agency stations on appliceant's lines in California

where no heat 1s afforded. The matter of requiring the compeny to

provide heat and light at o walting room of a non=agency station

is one thet can be handled either through formal or informal pro-

ceeding at any time it can be shown that pudblic convenience and

necessity reaconably require the maintenance of these faclilities.
After carefully considering the record 1n this proceeding

it appears that Southern Pacific Company should be authorized to

discontinue its ageney at Decoto, for the time being at least,

and 1f arnd wken railroed dusiness at that point improves the company

kes indicated its willingness to restore the agercy. In the mean-

time i¥ will be authorized to mzintain a non-agency station as

applied for herein.

A pudlic hearing having been held in the above entitled
proceeding, the matter having beer submitited and the Commission
being now fully advised and basing its Order on the conclusion
appearing in the Opinion which precedes this Order,

IT IS ESREDY ORDERED thet zpplicant, Southern Pacific

Company,'beAand it i1s hereby authorized to close its agency station

av Decoto, County of Alemeda, State of Colifornia, and to change
ivs station records and tariffs accordingly, subject to the follow=
ing conditions:

(1) Applicant shall continue sald station @s a non-
agency station.




The abandonment of this ugency shall not result
in an increase in fares for passengers boarding
trains at this point.

Applicant shall notify the pudblic ten (10) days

In odvanee of the dlodingd of 841l agency 07

posting a motice in a conspicuous place at said
station.

Applicant shell store less-than-carload freight
shipments under lock ia the company's warekouse
end the company telephone, located at this ste-
tion, shall be made avalileble to patrons. The
keys to both warehouse and telephone shall be
obteineble from & custodien located at or near
said station, notice of which shall be maintained
at said statlon.

Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days there-
after, notify this Commission, in writing, of
the abandonment herein authorized and of its
compliance with the conditions hereol.

(6) The authorization herein granted shall lapse and
. become vold if not exerciced within one (1) year
fyror the date hereof unless further time is

grented by subseguent order.

IT IS ®ERERY FURTHER ORDERED that the above entitled

application; in so fer as 1t pertains to the application of

Railwey Zxpress Agency, Inc., be dismissed without prejudice.
The effective date of thizs order shall be the date hereof.

Deted at San Francisco, California, this g:i%% day of
ey, 1933.




