
Decision No. 

BEFORE THE F.AII.BOAD CO~ISSION Ol!' TEE STA1"R OF CALIFORNIA. 

) 
In the Matter ot the Application o:t ) 
MOtor Carriers Association tor au- ) 
thoriza tion or special Exem.pt S1gns ) 
by General Order No. 89 and instal- ) App11cation No. l8648. 
lation ot such signs at Certain ) 
Crossings 1n San Franc 1 sco and San ) 
Rafael. California. ) 
--------------------------) 
BY T.EE COMMISSION: 

o R D E R --------
In the above numbered applicat10n the Motor Carr1ers 

AssOciation, represent1ng the cer·~1ricated passenger automotive 

stage l1nes, requests approval p~rsuant to the provisions or Sec-

tion No. 135 ot the Californ1a Vehicle Act, effective August 14, 

1931, to erect end ma1nta1n d1st1nct1ve Signs, here1narter 1'0-

terred to as "exempt Signs" at t\'i'O spur track crossings at grt\de 

over public h1ghways or streets #J.t the follow1ng 1;wo locat1ons: 

Cross1ng No. 

4I.-O.Sl-C 
Ra1lroad 

The Western Pac1fio 
Ra1lrol~d CompanY' 

Location 

Po'trero Avenue, 
Sen ~"rane1sco. 

5-16.9 (Spur only) Northwes'~ern PacifiC Tb1rd Street, 
Railrol3.d Company Sen Ratael. 

In view ot the tact tb.:at these spurs are not tex re-
moved trom ~n line trac~s, applicant requests that special signs 

be approved, bearing the WONS "'spur only. '" 

An 1nspeet1on has been made at said ero ssings by en engi-

neer ot our T:ransportat1on Div1sion, which discloses that 'cra1n 

movements are slow and in:rrequel'J.t and. that pert1/:u.larly at Crossing 

NO.4L-O.6l-C the stopp1ng ot thEI passenger stage causes a considerable 

-1.-



• 
amount or congestion or other veh1cles following. 

The SPill" track involved 1s appro:d.mately two hundred 

and seventy teet removed trom a main 11ne end the 1toxempt s1gn" 
. . 

as des1gnate~ 1n the Comm1ss1on·s G~neral Order No. 89 shou~d be 

erecte~ on each s1de ot the sa1d crossing 1nstead or a spec1al 

sign. 
The spur track 1nvolved at Cross1ng No. 5-16.9 1s less 

than one hundred reet from a heavily used ma1n line and it appears 

that the app11cation tor approval or the erect10n or 1texempt s1gns" 

at this locat1on should be den1ed. 

It appear1ng that this 1s not a matter i~~ which a pub11c 

hear1ng should be held and that the applicat10n should be granted 

1n Pe:J:,t and d.en1ed. 1n pe=t, thereto re 
IT IS EEREBY OPJ)ERED that the Railroad Comm1ssion or 

the S·tate or Californ1a approve tl:Le plan. to 1nstall and ma1ntain 

"d1stinct1 ve or exe:.pt s1gns1t in nccordance w1 th SIeet10n No. 135 

of the Cal1forn1a Vehicle Act, at the cross1ng at grade of a spur 

tracK ot ~he Western Pac1fic Railroad Company across Potrero Ave-
nue, san Franc1sco,' 8.lld designate,i as Crossing No. 4I.-O.61-C, sub-

jeot, however, to the tollowing c,ond1 t1ons: 

(1) Said "exempt s1gns1t shall be in accordance w1 th 
the requirements of: our General Order No,. 89. 

(2) Said 1texempt signs" shall be erected or caused to 
be erected and maintaill.ed by tho se authorities 
des1gnated and empowered by the Californ1a Vehicle 
Act to erect and ma1nte.1n highway trattic signs. 

(3) The approval herein gr~,nted doe,s not eXI~mpt the 
operat1on of aDY' vehiole :t'rom tb.e observance o~ any 
prov1sion or the Ca11forn1a Veh1cle Act pertain1ng 
to the operation of vehicles at railro~a cross1ngs. 

(4) In the event of relllOval, tor any cause ·'r;he.tsoever, 
or obstruction to view of se.id "exempt signs ft here-
in prov1ded, the e.uthority granted to move over such 
spur track crossing, without t1rst coming to a :t'ull 
and complete stop, is .e.nnulled and revoked and such 
full and complete stop JIlust at all times be made 'by 
the operator of: the vehicle until such s1gn 1s aga1n 
displayed. 
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