Decision No. 2 5 9 38

BEFORE TEE RAITROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

et e
el 3t L’ W

In the Matter of the Application of
MARY ROFER, as executrix of the

last will oI John Wesley Roper,

elso known as J. W. Roper, deceased,
for authorizetion to sell and

CARL P. DODGE to purchase and acguire
& telephone property and render
telephone service in the territory
sexved.

Applicetion No. 18860.
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BY THE COMMISSION:
CPINIOCN

In this proceeding the Commissionr is requested to
neke 1ts order authorizing Mary Roper, as executrix of the last
will of Jo]in Tesley Roper, dececsed, who operates a smell
telephore systexm in the County of Butte, Celiformnia, to sell
these telephone properties to Carl P. Dodge. The Commission
elso is asked to authorize Carl P. Dodé:e to purchase the afore-
sald propertles and to render telephone service in the territory
now served by MNary Roper.

The telephone property for which authorization to
trenster is requested consists principally of a No. 12 iron
wire, grounded line, strung, gererally, ox trees and extend=-
ing from Chico to Butte Mesdows, a distance of about thirty-six
miles. Approximately 380 ceder poles are in use in the line,
together with glass end porceleir insulators and oek brackets.
The telephone equipment to be transferred includes three
extension bells, five telephone sets, a small switchboard and

miscellaneous spparatus.




The system serves three subscribers at Butte Meadows
and four toll stations known as Mann, West Branch, Benneti's

¥ill and Royal Drift.

Tt is asserted that Mexy Roper will e unable to give

eny attention to the operation of the telepbone service and is
wnable financielly t¢ keep the system in order. <She has obtained
from the Superior Court of the State of Californie, in and for
the County of Butte, an arder authorizing her to sell the tele-
Thone propertyiror $£00.

It is reptmsented that Carl P. Dodge is willing and
able to ac§u1re the telephone system, to make nzcesssry improve-
ments and to assume the responsibility of operating the same.

| It is stated that there has been invested in %his
property the sum of %2,200.

There is reason to believe that no deterioration of the

service will result if this transfer is made and that some im-

proved service conditions mey result.

CRDER

The Commission having been asked to make an order
authorizing the transfer of certein telephone property as
indicated in the foregoing opinion, having considered the
request of applicants, and being of the opinion thet this is
Dot a matter in which a public hearing is required and that the

application should bde granted as herein provided, therefore

IT IS EERERY (RTERED as follows:

1. Nery Roper, as executrix of the last will of

John Wesley Roper, deceased, may, on or hafore
August L, 123, sell and transfer to Carl P.
Dodge “hat certein telephone line, extending
wrom Chico to Butte Meadows, ané associated
telephone property as more particularly
deseribed in the application and in the opinion
preceding this order and, as of the date of
such sale and transfer, shall discontinue all
telephone public utility operations.
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Carl P. Dodge may purchase the aforementioned
telephone properties from Mary Roper and may
render telepheone service in the territory now
beling served by means of said telephone proper-
ties.

Cexrl F. Dodge shall, upon acquiring the afore-
said properties, contimue the rstes and charges
for service in said territory unmtil or unless
changes ir sald retes and charges are suthorized
by this Commission.

The consideration which Carl P. Dodge will pay
for the aforementioned properties shall never
be urged before this Commission as determining
the value of seid properties for any purpose
other than the transfer herein =authorized.

Carl P. Dodge shall, within ten (10) days

after accuiring the aforesaid propertiss, notify
the Rallroad Commission of the date of the beginning
of his public utility operations.

Deted at Sun Francisco, Californie, this Qzﬂd- day of
Mey, 1933. '
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