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BEFORZT TEE RATIROAD COLLIISSICN OF TIZ STAT

ERICK R. CARISOQN,
Complainent,
VSe Cace No. 343l.
LOUISE end AXBL 2. EROWY,

Defendants.

L LSNP WL WL WD WP WL SR

Exrick R. Carlson, Zor compleinant.

Axel P, Zrown, ror defendents.

In this proceeding Erick R. Carlson, joined 2y Live
other weter uscers, ¢lalims thet defendents for severel years lost
pest have felled and refused %o supdly them with adequate cnd
sulficient water to meet taelr bare housekold, cooking and seni-
tary requirenments. Waile defendants admit iz thelr answer that
they Zeve other sources of water supply, they deny complainantse
claims of poor sexvice znd allege that the systexn Is in a good
state of repalr and is distriduling & sulfllclent guantity ol
water Tor the consumers® requlirenentses

4 public in : matter was keld before Ex-
aniner Satterwialte Iin the Towan of Aflbion in Mendocino Courtye.

The water works supplying the community of ilbion is

owned by one Loulse Zrown as her separate yroperty ssnd is op-




erated by Axel P. Brown, her husband. The weter supply is obtained
from a collecting piv or clstern, ten feet square end sbout nixze
Teet 1in depta, which intercepvs shallow, sub-surfece drainege wa-
ters. The storage faciiities consist of two tanks of & total
capaclity of three thouscnd gellons. The coastruction of the col-
lecting chamber is sueh eas to allow the infiltration of surface
mater with the resultant possibllity of serious conteminetione.
ALccording to the wncontroverted testimoay, there never has teen
sufficient water supplied by defendants at any time, wizter or
swmer, for many years; frecuently the eatire communlty Zas been
witheut weter for seversl days et a time, zekinz it necessary,
especlially during the summer months z2nd early f2ll, %o store water
for housekold purposes in hatkiubs and other corntainers and to
procure drinxing water frox springs and other sources. All re~
quests for improved service made ito the owner ané operator of this
water worxs have bYecn met elther with refusal or heave been entirely
disregerded.

The evidence clearly saows that the weter supply facil-
itles are inadequete in production and subject to serious surface
contemination. The pumping equipment is seriously in need of re-
Pelr and general over-Zawling eand the storage facllities are wiolly
insufficlent. No effort bes been made by defendants to provide
additional water although thkey own and control severel other con-
venlent sources of supply which, 1t is conceded by =1l interessed
parties, wvery readily can e made avellable for distribution to
their conéumers &t practically a nominel cost. though defendent
Erown contended thet his duties as postmaster of Albion heve and
do meke 1t Impossible for him to devote more time and effoxrt to

the rendering of satisfactory water service to his consumers,




nevertheless tie testimony shows tka%t dut o few hours each month
are actually required to properly operate the system. In view of
the fact that defendants are realizing a falr profit over and
above thelr operating expenses ineluding depreciation, it appesr
Just =nd proper thet they chould be ordered and directed to pro-
ceed without unnecessary delay to develop and make evailable to
each and every of +their pubdblic utility cozsumers additional weter
and also nrovide increesed storege Zecllities to the extent of not
less than five thousand additional gallons. The distribution
Zneins are In a most serlous stete of disrepalr and, elthough the
Railroed Commission will not at this time order replacement oF
the primery distridution mein, defendanis will be expected %o
make provision for detter distribution facilities in the neer
future as soon as the revenues reelized from water operations
will werrant. Immediate steps should be taken to protect the
present source of supply from contaminetion through the infiltra-
tion of surface water. It 1s furthermore suggested that an auto-
matic float switeh be installed to operate from the storage tank

or tanks,
OBDER

Erick R. Carlson, et al., having filed formel compleint
as eniitled adove, a public hearing having been held thereon, the

me¥ter baving been submitted and the Commission being now fully

edvised in tie premises,
IT IS HERTBY ORDERED that Loulse EBrown, owner, and Axel

P. Brown, operating a water works at Albion ir the County of Mendo-

cino, be aend they are heredy ordered to file with <hkis COmmLSSion,

within silxty (60) days from the date of this Order, for its ap=-




proval, deteiled plzns Lfor the development of an additiornzl and
adequate waler supply by means of a well or wells, o sprirgs,
together with provision for sutematic pumning control and the
installation of additional storsge fecilities of not less than
five thousand (5,000) gollons' capacity, sald improvements to be
provided and made available in proper working order and in s
manner satisfactory to this Commissior on or bhefore the first
day of September, 1933.
I?7 IS ZEREEY FURTEER ORDERYD that Loulse Rrowz and Axel

be and they are heredby directed to provide, without de-

T the proper protection of the present source of water sup-
piy from contamirnation and surfece pollution, and saild Loulse
3rowm and Axel P. Brown skall file with this Cormission, not later
taan the first day of September, 1933, a certified copy of written
approval by either the Stete . County Board of Eealth of %he use
for human consunption of the weters from saild well.

Tated 2% San Francisco, California, this 2.9= day

g , 1933,
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