Decision No. 24 0% 4.

SEFORE TEE RAILROAD CCMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Xatter of the Application of
F.T. COOK to establish rates for
charges for fire hydrants end flush
tanks, and for neter services no%
now establlished, for the purpose of
requiring a cash devosit or e sigred
guareanty 10 secure the paymeat of
services rendered and for other pur-
pnses.

Application No. 18052.

N s S -

In the Matter of the Investigetiozn on
the Commission's own motion iznto Ttk
retes, rules, regulations, contracts,
practices, oparations and service, oxr
any or them, of T.T. Cook, operating
as a public utility water system under
the name and style o0F WESTMORLAND
TWATER COMPANY.

Cese NOs 3366,

F.T. Cook, for Westmorlend Weter Companye.

BY THE COMDISSION:

T2e Rellroad Commission in its Decision No. 25076, issued
the fifteenth day of August, 1932, among osher things stated that
the record in tae proceeding indlcated that for the year 1931 the
resulis of operation of the Wesimorlend Water Comperny, operating
in the Town of Westmorlend in the County of Imperial, showed that
it was receiving in excess of = fair net return npon the canital
invested end indicated that F.T. ook, owzer of said conpany,

should file = reduced schedule of rotes. Thereafter, upon com-




sideration of a petition filed by seid F.T. Cook, a rehearing on
the ¢uestlon of the rate reduction was granted by the Commission
whick et the seme time upor its own motion issued its order insti-
tuting an invesiligation into the rates, rules, reguletions, con-
tracts, practices, operations and service, or any of them, of this
water works.

A pudblic Rhearing in these two metiers was held at West-
morlend before Examiner Geary, et which time it was stipulated by
all interesied parties that the rekecring of Application No. 18052
and the investigatlon upon the Cormission's own motioxn, being
Case No. 33€6, should be comdbined for boith hearing and decision.

The evidence submitted indicates thet for the yvear 1931
Westworlend Water Company enjoyed a net return of 9.54% upon its
invesiment. However, tke record also discloses the fect that by

reason of the genmeral decline in commexcial and agricultural busi-

ness 1in the community, together with the serious decrease in local

employment, the revenues for 1932 dropped to such an extent that
the operations for this pericd resulted ir a net return not ex-
ceeding four per cent. Under such circumstences, it 1s obvious
that the Commlssion iszot justified at this time in ordering a
reduction in the present flat retes for general water service.
Consideradble controversy developed over statements ad-
vaneed by cerialr cozsumers to tke effect thet F.T. Cook had ine-
dulged in the practice of charging water users for the cost of ine
stelling service connections. 4although these cleims were not sup-
ported by the evidence, nevertheless said Cook should 1in the future
exercise more circumspection in Daizteizing & complete segregation
of his pudblic utility operations from his private plumbizng business

ia order %o eliminate any future dif*iculties and misundersvanding

afa




from this source.

The Westmorlend Fire District hes entered compleint to
the effect that the sald F.T. Cook ras refused to install fire
hydrants upon its demend pecessary for the proper protectlion of
the pudblic and its safety end welfere. In the above application
the original decision esteblished a rate for fire hydrants with
the understanding that such hydrants were to be installed by the
vtility upon demand of the Fire District end payment for the use
thereol was to be mede at the rates therein estedlished. There
appoaring no good ard sufficient reason why the owner of this
utility should refuse to perform his public duty and obligetion
to install these hydrants, he will be given not to exceed ninely
(90) deys from the date of this Qrder to instell the necessary

fire hydrants at locations satisfactory to the Fire Disirict, pro-

vided such reguest is made by said District within sixty (6C) days

from the date of the Order herein. TUpon demard of the Fire Dis-
trict in the future, the utility shall install edditionel and

recessary 'ire hydrants without unnecessery delay end within e

reasonable time afier proper request therefor has been made.
Representatives of the VWestmorlend Fire Distriet and the

utility kaving asked the Commilssion to determine and establish &

rate for two-outlet Zire nydrants at this time, such a rate will

be fixed in the following Ordex.

Application for rehearirng in Application No. 18052 hav-
ing been filed and granted, the Commission having instituted ean




investigation on its ovn motion into the rates, rules, regulations,
contrects, practices, operetions end service, or any of them, of
T.T. Cook, operating under the fictitlious Iirm name and style of
Wes<morlend Water Comperny (Case No. 3366), & public hearing heaving
been held thereon, the matiters having been submitted =nd the Com-
mission delng now fully advised Iin the premises,

IT IS EERE3Y ORDERED that Case No. 3366 be and it is here-
by dismissed.

IT IS EXREEY FURTEER ORDERED thet F.T. Cook be end he is
hereby authorized end directed to file witk this Cormission, within
thirty (30) days from the date of this Order, the followirng Tire
hydrent rate, said rate to be effective on and after the 1st Qday

ot June y 1933

TTIRE EYDRANT RATE

Each 4=inch hydrant with two
23-ineh standexd ou*le.u,
per moath

IT IS EZEREEBY FURTEER ORDERED that *he schedules ol rates
estedlished in Decision No. 25076, dated the ILifteenth day of august,
1932, be ond they are heredby coanfirmed.

IT IS TESEBY FURTHER ORODERED that, withir ninety (90) deys
froa the date of this Order, F.T. Cook skall iznstell or cause to bde
installed at his own expense all necessary fire hydrenis as stall
be requested dy the Testmorland Fire District, provided sald Flre

Distiriet stell make request to seid F.T, Cook for suck lastalletion

rot later than sixty (80) deys from the éate of this Order, and

sald F.T. Cook shcll sexve or cause vo be served upon the presiding

-lom




officer of said Fire District, within ten (10) days from the date
of this Ordexr, & true copy of this Opinion and Order.
Tor zll other puxposes the effective date of this QOrder

shall be 4wenty (20) days from and after the date hereof. .

Dated at San Francilsco, California, this 1252—' dey

TR s , 1933.
a

connmissioners.




