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B~ORE TEE RAr....?O.AD Cm:l!!SSION O:E' THE STATE OF C1J:.IFOF.NIA 

) 
In the Matter of the application of } 
~eif1e Rlectr1c Railway Company, a ) 
corp~rat1on) for per~ission to dis- } 
continue night passenger service on ) 
its local rail line between Ven1ce ) 
and :t>laye. del Bey. ) 
-------------------------------} 

R. E.Wedekind, for the app::'ica,nt. 

E. R. r!111ett, tor Oil operators of Venice, 
Protestant. 

Edgar L. Martin, for Civic tr.nion of Playa del 
Rey, Protestant. 

J. R. Hunt and R. B. Bl~rico~,for Los Angeles 
Ch.amber of Commerce, Venice Branc'h, Pro-
testan·t. 

J. W. Walters, for Board of Public U'·tilities 
and Transportation of City Of Los ~tngeles, 
Interested Party. 

BY T:l:E CO:~:!SSION': 

OPINION ------ ..... 

Pacific ElectriC Railway Company filed the above entitled 

application, requesting authority to discontinue night passenger 

service on its local rail line between Venice and Playa del Rey, 1n 

the City of Los .. \ngeles, County of Los Angeles. 
A pub~1e he&ring on this application was con~ucted before 

Examf~er Ke~edy at Venice, on Usy 2~t~, 1933, at· w~ich time the 
metter was duly subm1tted. 

Al,p11cant noVl operc,tes 1 ts so-called Lagoon Line, 'between 

Ven1cl~ and Playa del Rey) over and along the follow1ng route: 

?l·om the 1ntersection o~ Windward Avenue and Paciric 
Avenue, south.erly on Pacific Avenue, private right or 
way, L:esmer Avenue and T!'olleyway to Esplanade, thenee 
ee~ste=ly on Es:planade to Vista Del Mar (P10:ya del Rey). 
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The service on said line consists of ~ro.ctic~~11y a 

thirty-r:.inute headway during the hours of approx:1mate1y 6:00 A.M. 
to 12:00 Mldnight. 

Applicant ~roposes to discontinue all night service be-

tween Venice and. Playa d.el Roy after the trip leaving Venice at 

7:12 ? .. 1.t .. and atter the trip leaving Playa del Rey at 7:26 P.M., 

No cbange, ho-;vever, is proposed in daily service operated prior 
to these times. 

EXhibit No.1 shows the nuaber ot passengers and the 

~Lssenger revenue for each trip proposed to be discontinued, dur-

1ng the period May 14th to 20th, inclusive, 1933, as tollows: 
OUTBOUND - Venice to Playe. 15.191 Rey 

rlay 14-20, Inclusive 

Passcn~ers Revenue 
7:42 PJ.(. 
8:12 P.M. 
8:4,2' P.M. 
9 :1,2 P.1f.. 
9:42 P.M. 

10:12 P.M. 
10:45 P.M. 
11:20 P .. M. 
12:11 A.M. 

Total 

InnO~~ - Playa del Rey to Venice 

6, 
13 

6 
12 
24 

5 
29 
25 
33 

153 

May 14-20, Inclusive 

~.225 
.40 
.225 
.45 
.95 
.175 

1.125 
.875 

1.45' 

$5.875-

Pe.ssen,o;ers Revenue w 

7 :56 P.~:. 
8:25 P.M. 
8:56 P.M. 
9:26 P.M. 
9:510 P.l!. 

10:2,6 P.M. 
ll:0'0 P.M. 
11:34 P.M. 
12:23 A.!i. 

Total 

14 
23 

6 
S 
4 
1 
2, 
3 
4: 

65 

$.625 
1.10 , 

.275i 

.425-

.20 

.OS 

.10. 

.15 

.20 

$3.125 

It may be seen tro: the above figures that the night ser-

vice on this line avera~cs approximately 1.7 passengers and $.07 
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The financial results ot OIperatio,n for this line dur1ng 

'the year 1932 are as follows: 

Passenger Revenue, 
Advertising in cars, 

Total Operating ~evenue, 
Railway Operating Expenses (Out-
ot-Pocket) , 
Net Loss, Ra1lway operation, 

Texes, 
Net Loss (Out-of-Pocket), 

$3,337.60 
127.73-

~3,4605.Z5 

9,6.75.19 
~60.209.86 

'. 147.28 
$6.,357.14 

The se,vi:::.g in out-of-pocket expenses by the el1m.ine.ti40'tl. 

01' the night service on said line was estimated to be $2,400.00 

e.nnually. 
APplicant alleges that, in view of its precarious f1nan-

cie~ condition, it is necessary to effect all ree.soneble economies 

in operation wherever possible; that this line is entail1ngan 

ou1;-ot-po,cket annual loss 01' approximately $6,300.00 which, in 

applicant's opinion, is an excessive and unreasonable burden; that 

th~~re appeared to be no prospect 01' improved earnings OIl sa1d line; 

and that the discontinuance 01' the night service would etfect a mater-

ial saving in the cost of performing said service. 

The Venice Branch ot the tos Angeles Chamber ot Commerce, 

th'9 Oil Operators ot Venice and the Civic Union ot Playe. del Rey 
pr,:>tested the granting ot this application on the grounds the.tthis 

service was an integral part ot a transportat1on system and should 

be cont1~ued regardless of loss; that the rail service ~as the only 

means 01' transportation for certain residents and domestiC servants 

or the area contiguous to said line; and thet the discontinuance of 

night service on said line would adversely affect property values 

in the Playe. del Rey aree. and vicinity. 
The Board of Public Utili ties and Tl"ensporta tion of '~he 

City or Los Angeles~ as shown by EXhibit No.9, is not opposed to 

the granting ot said application. 
After full considero. tio,n or the evidence and exh1b1 ts 

hE,rein, we are or the opinion that public convenience and nece.ssi ty 
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• 
d.o not reC1u1re the cont1nued operation ot night service on app11-

ca:o.t'e so-oalled tagoon Line, herein propo~0d to be d1scont1nued t 

it being apparent that tl'l.e operc.tion ce.n.llot be conduoted. except 8.t 

~ ~ter1nl out-of-pocket loss, und thet the nmountof revenue, in 

compar1sonwith the operating costs, plaoes an undue and unwarranted 
burden on applicant end its patrons 1n the continued. maintenance' o~ 

the unprofitable servioe herein proposed to be discontinued. 

ORDER - ----
A public hearing having been held on the above entitled 

a?plicat1on, the mntter having been duly submitted and the Commis-

sion be ~l.D.g now fully advised, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Pacific Electric Railway Com-
pany be and it is hereby authorized to discontinue all night rail 

service on its so-called lagoon Line between Venice and Playa del 

Rey, applied for herein, subject to the tollowing conditions: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

{4} 

APplicant shall afrord the pub11c at least ten 
(10) days' notice or such d1scontinuance or 
night service by posting notices 1n allpassen-
ger cars operating on said l1ne and at all sta-
t10ns atfected. 

Applicant shall notify the Commission~ in 
writ1:c.g, within thirty (30) days ai"ter said 
discontinuance of night service has become 
effect1ve. 

It said service has not been discontinued w1thin 
one (1) year from the date or this order, the 
authorization herein granted shall then lapse 
end 'become VOid, unless turther time is granted 
by subsequent order. 

The Commission reserves the right to issue such 
other and turther orders in this proceeding as 
to it may ap~ear just or proper or 8.S, in its 
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opinion, may be required by public convenience 
and necessity. 

For all other purposes, the effect·i ve date of this order 

s=all be twenty (20) days from end after the date hereof. 

Dated e.t San Francisco, Oalifornia, this Iqfl( day 

Of __ ....::q~:1I.o;;.~;:::1d1--&.;...::;..:a~ ..... __ , 1933 • 
.) 


