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Decision No. 26080 .

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
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SAN ANTONTC HOME TZLEPHONE CONMPANY,
(Incorporated), for permiscion to
discontinue service as a Public
Ttility, and to dissolve.

Application No. 18844.
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J. Po Mandl, for Applicamt.

J. G. Marshall, foxr The Pacific
. Telephone and Telegraph Compeany.

BY THE COMMISSION:

CPINION

San Antonio Home Telephone Compeny, Imcorporated, appli-
cant In this proceeding, herein requests permission to abaadon
telephone service operaticns.

A public hearing in this application was held by Ex-
smirer Fry at Xing City ox June I, 1'9'55, when the matier was sube
ritted for decision.

San Antontio Home Telephone Compeny, hereinafter somew
times referred to as the Sen Antonio Company, operating in Monterey
County, has & line extending from King City to Jolow where a cextrel
office is maintained. Another line extends from Jolom to about
ive miles southeast of Lockwood Post Office whe;re & switching
point has been estadlished end from which a Iine'v extends tc Bradley.
Some brameh lines extend from these main limes end from the central
office &t JoIon to various sudscribers' premises. In generel
these lines are single wire grounded circuits oz four by four
redwood poles. Applicantrs lines at King City and Bradley are




counected to the svd.tchbqards of The Pacific Telephone and
T&legr&phl Company, hereinafter sonetimes referred to as the
Facific Company, and switching service therefrom is re«::e::.ved at
the rates filed for Farmexr Line Service from those exchangese |
The hours of service at the Jolon centrgl office and Lockwood
sudteh are 7 aat. to 12:05 Dume and 12:55 Dole 10 7 Delle OR Week
days and 8 a.m. 10 ¢ zuai. on Sundays. There are eighteen sube-
seribers located between Lockwood switeh and Bradley who have
connections with the Bradley Ixchange, and twénty subseribers
lacated between Jolon and Xing City who have connection aver twe
lines with the King City Zxchange. Seventeen subseribers have
sexvice by means of the line between the Lockwood switeh and
Jolon where their calls may be switched to King City. Each of
applicant*s subscribers has avallable free switching to any other
station of the company.

Testimony received at the hearing shows that the San
intonioc Company has seventy-six stockholders with 616 shares of
stock. 4 substantisl proportion of these stockholders are slso
subseribers of the applicant company.

In its anmual report to the Rallroad Commission appli-
csnt reported plact snd equipment axouniing to a;é,oéo. This
report, which Is in evidence by stipulation, shows that for 1932,
applicent had operating revenues of §1,183.66, Operating expenses
of §1,236.11 and taxes of §37.40, reéulting in an excess of ex-
penses over revenues of 385.88 for the year.

At =z speclal méet:’.ng of the stockholders of the San
Antonio Company held om Lpril 17, 1933, a resolution t¢ abandon
its telephone lines eand service was passed by a wote of 414 out
of 6l6. The reasons gliven were that there is some dissatisfaction
with the sexrvice; the lines sre getting old, the cost of maintensnce
of the lines is too grest, and many subscribers have not psid thedxr
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telephone bills.
Appiicant proposes to discontinue switching operations
at Jolon and at the Lockwood switch, thus cutting the Ilines into

three sections, one of which would continmue to receive service

fl’dm thé Bra&ley nxchange, another section from the Kine City Ex~
ctangs and that sectlion dbetween Jolon &nd the Lockwood switch wauld,
De loelt inoperative until servi co could be secured Lfrom the .S:an
Lucas Exchenge of the Paeific Company. It is expected that

three mutual assoclations, independent of ome another, will be
roxmed to take over without cost to them these three sections of
the property. These mutual associations would mske such arrange-
ments as they could with the Pacific Company for sexvice from the
three exchanges referred to above.

It is of record that these groups of subscribers have
formed no orgemizations and have made no arrangements with the
FPacific Company for service.

| Je G.-Marshell, for the Pacific Company, filed as an
exhibit et the hearing & meap of thls general territory, indicat-
ing thereon modiflcations of its Xirng City, San Lucaes and Bradley
exchange areds: to include therein the various areas into which
the San sntonio Company's territory is proposed o be divided,
This would allow the reépective\ sectlons of the Sem intonio Com-
pery's lines tc be switched from these Pucific Company exchanges,
ac dlscussed zbove, 1f applicant's request for abandomment is
granted, but not otherwise. _

It appears that those subseribers who would have serw-
Tice from the King City Exchange if this application were granted
could secure the same without additiornal expemse. Likewlise,
theose sudbseribers who would be served from Bradley éould: secure

service without belng required to bulld any linme or imeurring




any experse. J. . Mertinus, a witness from Lockwood, stated
that he was ix favor of the abamndenrent of applicantrs ﬁtility
service if the construction of a l;ne- Trom Lockwood to San Lucas
cen be finenced. Mr. Martinus testified that those Sax Antonio
Company subsceribers located between Jolon and Lockwood would de
expected to build & section of lire 13 miles in length between
Tockwood and San Iucas at their own expense. Salvage from four
miles of line which would be abandoned could be used in this work.
Tt is mot krowmthet this lirne comstruction can be financed by this
group of subscriders. The time required to organize an associatiox
and 4o do the work is estimeted as from six to efght months, as the
lgbor would be donzted znd the interested farmers would not &t this
time leeve their harvests to bhulld & telephone line.

We have givex cargm consideration to thj..é matter, in
which there appesr reasons in favor of ebendomuent of this utility*'s
operetions. EHowever, we are wawilling to graut this sathorization
under the existing conditions, whick would leave & group of tele-
pheone sudscribers entirely without service temporarily, if mot
permanently.

F. J. Merritt, Secreitery and General Manager of the San
Antomio Company, submitted in evidence,as Exaibit No. 1, & state-
ment showing that $895.78 is owing the uwillity by its subscribvers
and testified that this, if collected, would be divided among the
stockholders.

T4 iz our opinion that San Antonio Home Telephone Compexny
should Tinaxce and bwild the Iine required between Lockwood emd

Sen Lucas before it may sbandonm utility operaticns and the Order




following will so provide.

Sen Antonio Home Telephone Compeany, having made appli-
catian to the Railroad Camissionr for permission to discontinue
public utility service, & public hearlng heving been held, care-
vl consideration having been given to the facts and evi;le:nce.
presexted arcd the maiter now beiﬁg ready for decision,

T™e Railroad Commission of the State of California
Hexedy rinc’.s as a fact that San Antonic Home Telephone Compeany
saould not be required to continue the operation of its telephoue
system if the conditions set forth in this Order are satisfled.

Basing its Order oz the foregoing finding of fact and

such other findings of fact and conclusions as are contained 1n the

Cpiniom which precedes thlis Order,

IT IS HERERY ORDERED that after a showing that it has
sstisfied the comditions of this Order and upor Supplemental Order
of the Railroad Commission, San Antecnio Home Telephome Company be
authorized to discontinuc service as & publiic uwtility, to with-
arew Lts schedules of telepbone rates and to dissolve, om Or

betore Jamuary 1, 1934, provided:

L. Applicant first shall build the necessary Iine
rom Lockwood to San Iueas, required precedent
to the securing of San Lucas Exchenge telephone
service by those of applicant's subscribers
Tocated between Tockwood and Jolon as referrcd
%o in the Opinion preceding this Ordex.

Orgenizatiocns have deen formed by the three
groups of subseribers particularly discussed in
the Opinion preceding end tentative arrangements
nave been made with The Pacific Teleprone and
Telegraph Compeny for service fron the King CLty,
San Lucas, and Bradliey exchanges.




3. The Pacific Telephone and Telegreph Company shall
have submitted for filing with the Railroad Com-
mission & map showing medifications of its Xing
City, San Lucas and Bradley exchange areas to
allow of the arrangement of telephome service pro-
posed by applicant herein and as set forth in
Exribit No. £, filed at the hearing.

Tor o)l other purposes the effective date of this Ordexr
shall de twenty (20} days from snd after the date hereof.
Dated at San Francisco, Californis, this 49 7%'/ dey

of June, 1933.
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