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Decision No. <A,

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION CF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
n the Matter of the Application of
SOUTEERN PACIFIC COMPANY for an order

AMIAIIAT
autborizing it to close the agency at t b‘£¥§~‘ﬁ i i §L‘

)
)
|
Cordelia Station, County of Solaxno, % Applicetion No. 18792.
)
)
)

State of Cealifornis, during the period
November lst to April 30th, inclusive,
of eagh year.

Roy G. Hillebrand, for Applicant.
Zdson 4Abel, for California Farm Bureau Federation
end Soleno Farm Eureau Federationm.

Y THE COMMISSION:
OPINION

In thls proceeding Southern Pacific Company seeks authority
to operate Lits Cordeliz Station as a non-agency during six months of
the year.

A public hearing was conducted in this matter before Excminer
Huater June 6§, 1933, at Falrfield.

Cordeliam fs situated on Southera Pzcific Company's dbranch
1ine between Suisun-Feirfield end Napa Juncilon, being located 5.7
miles from the station at Suisun-Feirfield and 7.5 miles Lrom Nepa
Junction.

The train service on this branch line consists of freight
operation only; passenger service was discontinued some five years
ago. The Pacific Greyhound Lines, Inc., & common carrier, offers
local transportatiom for passezgers and exXpress t¢ and from Cordeliz.
The freight service at Cordelia normelly consists of one %trein in ecach
direction daily; the westbound locel passes through Cordelia at about
3:30 A. and in the opposite direction at 6:00 P.M. In addition to
+he locel freight which stops at Cordella, there are two other trains
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each direction operated dally over this line.

Cordelia Is an unincorporated towvn in Solano County and
is the trading center for a large agriculiural and stock raising
district.

A%t this time Southern Pacific Company meintains an agency
av Cordeliz belween the hours or 8:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. daily,
except Sundays and holidays. It now seeks authority to operate
thiz station as a non-ugency from November lst of each year %o ZLpril
30th of the following year and continue the agency during the re-
malnder of the time; irn other words, under the company's plan the
stetion would be operated as an agency for six months of the yesar
and 2s a non-agency during the remainder of the time.

The following tebulation shows the results of operation at
Coxrdelia for the years ending April 30th 1932 and 1933, and two six-
month periods ending April 30th 1932 cnd 1933.

s Yoor Eading april 20th:  Six-month period

: : Ending Apri) Z0th

: 1952 » 1933 1932 : 1933
Ttem WNO. :RevanueNa, :Nevenue:No, :Rovenuo :No. ;Reveanc

r 85 ot oy

Bareogo handled - pleceos 23 - 9 -

Faydills made 334 314 5L 31

Treight bills made 64% 497 296 241

Tostern Talion Menzarzes 333 141 108 468
**Dessengors 67 £ 79 93 w28 T +l& 73 %ol
olk and Cream - Cens 417 76 763 132 795 72 408 72
*Megssmthan-carload - Local 397 305 16z 100
" " . = Interline 1 22 L 13

Sub-total 2 2487 £o Z215

Carloads -~ Coxrs 259
* Cerlosd Revenue - local 1,068 4,092 X 857
- " « interline 11,777 9,176 791

Submtotal 813,445 413,268 A769 A1, 848

mOTAL 813,558 ; S &,0018 31,863

The zmounts shown are me-half of the total revenue for shipments
recelved and forwarded in order to allocate or credit to this
stetion i%s proportion of the revenue derived therefrom.

** Eendled by Pacific Greyhound Lines, Inc., under contract.
-




In addition to the reveﬁue shown above the company now
receives rfom Paciflc Motor Transport Company approximately $120
and ¢5 from the Western Unior per year. There is also & revenue
from the Express business which is not shown ebove, the exact amount
¢f which, however, was not determined as applicant's witness testified
1% would recuire a large amount of accounting to ségregate the total
revenue between the parties.

The annual station expense, including salary of agent, heat,
light etc., amounts to adout $1,600.

sbout €0 per cent of the carload shipments handled at Cordelia

consists of fruit and vegetables, 20 per cent of livestock, the Tre=
meinder belng stock feed, building materisl and miscellaneous. The
record shows that approximately 90 per cenﬁ of the revenue from
carload business and 60 per cent from less~than-carload business is
recelved during the six-month period when the company proposes to
retain the agency service.

It may be noted from the foregoing that the revenue received

from all business, other than ¢arloed, coaducted at Cordelis Station

dlll"ing fhe six-month period applicant proposes to close the agoncy
is materially less then the out-of-pocket ¢ost Of maintaining this
agency statiom. It 1s primerily upon this ground that the compary
teXes the positioﬁ it should not be required to maintain the agency
throughout the year, particularly in view of the fact that there is
an agency station within & distance of less than six miles to the
east and eight miles to the west of Cordelisa.

During the time 1t 1s proposed to operate the station as a
non-agency, the company plans to store less-than-carload shipments

in 1ts warehouse to be kept umnder lock 1if the services of & custodian




of the Xey can be secured. The comparny also plans to provide & free
telephone for the use of its patrons in contacting the adjacent
agencles.

The granting of this application was opposed by the Soleano
Tarm Burezu and a nweber or residents and patrons, contending that the
services of an agent are reasonably required to meet shippers’ needs
in the way of teking care of less-than-carload dDusiness; that Southern
Pacific Compeny's plan to operate thils agemncy as a non=-agency station
é¢uring six months of the year would be unsatisfactory in that it
would be inconvenient if patrons were required to secure the ey to
the warehouse; that confusion would arise through svorlng less-thon-
cerloed shivments in ithe wearehouse without an agent to keep thenm
segregated and advise the consignees of the arrival of such freight;
that the services of the spent assisted them a greeat deal in arreang-
ing for cars, secling them and prepering bills of lading; that the
vroposed plen, if put into effect, whereby the shlpper would have to
make out his own bills of lading would be an unreasoneble reduction
in service; and that in view of the fect the enmual revenue for freight
shipmen%s to and from Cordelis is a substantial sum, the compeny should
de willing to assume some loss while mainveining the étation during
the slack season.

To these contentions the compeny states that its plen o
operate this station as a non-sgency during o portion of the year is
similar to that existing at a great many other points on its line in
Celifornia and, with the arrangements 1% proposes to make, shippeqé
will not be seriously inconvenienced in receiving or forwarding

freight shipments of all kinds. They also point out that the shippers

can recelve complete railroad information from the adjecent agencles

by meking use of the company's telephone or using their owm telephone

at & nominal expense.




In analyzing the record in this proceeding it appears
that this is what might be termed a borderline case, that is, one

in which the evidence supporting the application approximates that

opposing it. In the instent case we ind that Cordelia is the trad-
ing center for a large agricultural section which in the past has
given a substantial volume of business to the railrocad. It is
apparent that this business has declined for two reasons; ome of
which 1s motor truck competition and the other, general decline in
ell dbusiness during the past few years. Although the present earning
position of this agency is low during the portion of the year eppli-
cant proposes to operate it as a non-agency station, we find that

the agency produced & substantial amount of revenune over the entire
year, amounting to approximetely $14,000. It is not unreasomable to
assume that business at this agency will recover to some extent at
least as general ecomomic conditions improve; in fact there are
indications in this record that the shippers will support the rail-
road to an even greater extent in the future than in the past if the
agency is retained throughout the year. On the other hand, some of
the shippers testified that if the company's plan of operating this
agency is put into elfect they will employ'truck transportation rather
than rail. Such alleged diversion of traffic is a matter the carrier
should seriously consider rather than being a controlling element in
deternining this application.

It is finally concluded that the proper method of dis-
vosing of this applicetion is to deny the application for the present
at least, with the thought thet if at a later date dusiness does not
increase as it is expected it may do, the Commission will entertain

another application to comsider the closing of this agency along the




lines proposed herein end accordingly the following order will be

entered.

A public hearing having been bheld in this proceeding,
the matter being under submission and now ready for decision,

IT IS EERERY ORDERED that the above entitled applica-
tion be and the seme is heredby denied without yrejudice.

7
Dated at San Francisco, California, this Qﬁz dey

of 7@_2/1 y L933.
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Commissioners.




