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BEFORE TEE RA.ItROA-D COMMISSION OF TEE ST.A.TE OF CAI.IFORNIA... 

) 
In the Matter of the Application or ) 
B • .'l.XERSFIELD ~"D EEBN ELECTRIC RA.It- ) 
WAY COMPA1~, a corporation, tor an ) 
o~der of the Railroad COmmlssion ) 
authorizing it to discontinue ser- ) 
vice upon and to permanently abandon ) 
two lines or transportation in the ) 
City or Bakersfield. ) 

---------------------------) 

Application No. 18948. 

F. H. poar~ou. ~or Ap~11Qant. 

Walter Osborn, City ittorney. Bakerstield. 

CARR, CO~ISSIONER: 

OPINION -------

In this proceeding Bakerstield and Kern Electr1c Railway 
Co~pany seeks authority to discont1nue operation on its 

(1) west Park bus line, 
(2) Chester Avenue rail line north of 19th street, 
(3) 19th Street rail line west of "~ street, 

and thereafter abandon the rail facilities of the lines over which 

service is sought to be discontinued. 

A public hearing was conducted herein at Bakersfield on 

June 30, 1933. 

Applicant operates the local transportation system 1n the 

City of Bakersfield, which conzists or approximately six miles of 

street car lines and five miles of bus lines, ~ll of which, With 

the exception of about one mile of bus line, are within the City 

of Bakerstield. In general, the rail operation consists of a main 

east and west line along 19th Street and a north and ~outh line 
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along Chester Avenue. These lines intersect in the business center 

of the city. The 19th Street line divides at ~~ and 19th streets, 

one branch te~nat1ng at the santa Fe Station on ~F" street near 

15th Street, and the other at the west city boundary at 19th and 

Oak Streets. The east terminal of the 19th street l1ne 1s at the 

Southern Pac~fic Station, loc~ted at Baker and Sucner Streets. 

Applicant operates two bus lines as extensions to its 

rail lines, one known as the West Park line, connecting with the 

rail line at the Santa Fe Station and the other a~ the Nile Street 

li~e, connecting with the rail line at Southern Pacific Station. 

Each of these bus lines is· approximately two and one-ha1~ miles 

1n length ~nd serve residential sections of the c1ty, the West 

Park line extending into the extreme southwest and the Nile Street 

line into the northeast section or Bakersfield. 

The record shows that the operating revenue received by 

th1s carrier has decreased trom approximately $107,000 in 1925 to 

$38,000 in 1932, while the operating expense has been reduced from 

$80,000 to $56,000 during this time. In 1931 and 1932 the company 

tailed to earn out-of-pocket cost of operation, exclusive of de-

preci~t1on, by $5,418 and $17,833 respectively. 

EXhibit No.9 shows that the monthly operating expenses 

of the West Park bu= l1ne from January 1, 1928 to May 31, 1933, 

without exception exceeded the operating revenue. The aver~ge 

monthly operating losses were as tollows: 

1928 • ••• $303. 
1929 ..... 185. 
1930 .... 205. 
1931 • ••• 314. 
1932 • ••• 487. 

J'a:l. to May 1933 · ... 454. 

Exhibit No. 10 shows by months, from October 1, 1930, to 

May 31, 1933, the operating revenue and expenses or the sections 
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of the 19th Street ~nd Chester Avenue rail lines which applicant 

no~ seeks authority to abandon. This tabulation shows that at no 

time during this period has the ~onthly operating revenue equaled 

the operating expenses. The average monthly operating losses 

have been as follows: 

1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 

•••• 
•••• 
•••• 
• • • • 

$422. 
717. 
589. 
594. 

From the above tigures it may be seen that applicant's 

entire operation is conducted at a substantial loss. The opera-
tions which applicant seeks to discontinue are the most unprotit-

~ble portions ot tbe system. Witb the elimination or these lines, 

applicant~s operating loss will be eliminated or at least mater1ally 

lessened and the carr1er is desirous ot continuing With the remainder 

ot the system with the hope that some public transportation service 

tor the City of Bakersfield can be retained with the most remunerative 

rate, without suttering an operating loss. 

As a turther mee~s ot working out a solution of the trans-

portation system, app11cent is exper1ment1ng, With the Commission's 

consent, with ditferent to~s ot tare structures. ThiS, however, 1s 

:ot a part of the instant a~p11c~tion but 1s referred to as 1ts 

ettect is related to the general plan ot continuing some transporta-

tion service. 

The record shows tbat applicant and the C1ty of Bakersfield 

have agreed on a plan ot restoring the pavement along the tracks 

proposed to be abandoned. 

No opposition developed to the granting ot this application. 

The City or Bakerstield has indicated that it 1s not opposed to the 

eo:pany'S plan of reducing 1ts service a~d has requested that the 

matter be handled in an expeditious manner as the removal ot the 

track on north Chester Avenue is desired to permit ot the construe-
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~ent th~ough the City ot Bakersfield. 
Atter caretu.lly considering the c'v1dence in th1s pxocoed-

1ng 1t is conc~udod that the reliet sought in this applieatio~ is 

reasonable and should be granted and the following recommended 

order will so provide. 

ORDER - - - --

A public hearing havins been held in the above entitled 

proceeding and the matter being now ready tor decision, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Bakersti'eld and Kern Electric 

Railway comp~y be and it is hereby authorized to discontinue ser-

v1ce on its West Park bus line and rail operation on its Chester 

Avenue line north ot 19th Street and on its 19th Street line west 

ot ~F~ street, in and in the Vicinity ot the City ot Bakersfield, 

and thereafter to abandon rail facilities on these two sect10ns 

ot track, subject to the rollowing conditions: 

(1) Applic~nt shall give the publie not less 
than five (5) days' advance notice ot 
discontinuance of service authorized 
herein by posting slens in all its street 
cars and buses. 

(2) Applicant shall, withi~ thirty (30) days 
atter sa1d discontinuanee, notity this 
Commission, in writing, of the same. 

{3) The authority herein granted shall lapse 
and b,eeome vold :1.t not exercised wi thin 
one (1) year trom the date hereot. 

-4-



The effective date ot this order shall be the date 

hereot. 
The foregoing Op1~1on and Order are hereby approved 

and ordered tiled as the Opinion and Order of the Railroad Com-

miss10n of the state of Calitornia. ,;:;;-
~ated at San Franeisco, California, this ~ day 

ot -~ ..... ~---~t-----' 1933. 

Commissioners. 

-5-


