
Decision No.,_2_",_S_1_3_3_ 

BEFORE TRE :auLRO.A:D COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFOR!-TIA. 

1'0::· if] n fJ n Nn R-\ r 
) ,:1M..". . ,'It , 1 r' ~,~ ......... ' ~ ~ :., 

In the Matter or the Establishment ) <:";~i ·.;:j~-:'·"""',~iI~\",.iC""\~, 
or a Crossing on Oak Street, (near Napa), ) 
over the Railroad Tracks o~ the ) Application NO. 18795. 
Southern Pacifie Company. } 

----------------------------) 
Wallaee Rutherford, District Attorney, 

ror the' Applicant,. 

H. W. Hobbs, tor the Southern Pacitic 
Company. 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

£~!li!Q! 

This is an appl1eat1on by the County o~ Napa to con-

struct Oak street extended at grade across the Union Branoh or 

Southern Pacific Company at a point near the westerly city 

~ts or the City or Napa • 

.A. public hearing was held betore 'EXaminer HunteX' on. 

J'ttne 13, 1933, at Napa. 

At the point or the proposed orossing, the ma1~ track 

and two side tr6eks ot' the Union Branoh run appro:x:1mately north 

and south 200 teet to the west or and parallel to the city l1m1 ts. 

Oak Street is an open public street in the City or Napa, extend-

ing trom the Napa River on the east to the westerly city limits 

and dedicated as a county road for a distance or apprOximately 

570 teet west of the city limits, crossing the right of way and 

tracks or Southern Pacific Company. To the west or the railroad 

right or way. however, it is not at present opened for travel··'but 

there has been some use by the public ot that portion or the 
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railroad right or way between the eity l1m1ts and the easterly 

side track. The travel using this port1on or the stree~~ has 

used it as a means or access to a t~ track driveway located 
on railroad property and to reach the Th1rd Street crossing 

located about 300 teet to the north. Some travel has also been 

accustaced to turn south along a driveway on railroad property 

to reach the Laurel Street crossing, approximately 900 teet to 
the south or Oak street. 

In addition to the Third and laurel streets crossings 

there is also a crossing at Second Stre.et" 300 teet north or 

Third, and at First Street, 300 reet north or Second. Parallel 
and adjacent to the westerly line ot the railroad property 1s 

Orndurt Street, a north and south street extending nom I.a.urel 

Street on the south to F1rst Street on the north, a distance or 
1,800 reet. Other than First and Laurel Streets" none or the east 
and west streets are improved west or Orndutr street and there 

are but e1ght houses, a packing shed and a small dehydrating plant 

tront1ng on Orndut'r street between Laurel and Th1rd Streets, wh1Ch 

is the d1strict ~ich would be served by the proposed crossing. 

County roads extending into the agricultural d1str1cts west ot 

Napa connect with the Laurel Street and First street cross1ngs, but 

the crossings or Second and Third Streets are merely local con-
nect10·ns to reach Orndutt street nom the east. 

East or the railroad on the' south side or Oak Street, 

adjacent to the railroad right ot way, there is a shirt ractory 

hav1ng 55 employees and. it is elailt.ed that the opening o"r Oak 

Street wOttld prove a conven1ence to suc·h or these employees as 

r~side outs1de or the city limits. On the north sid.e or Oak 

Street. east or the track but outside ot the c1ty and on railroad 

property, are the material yard and buildings ot a contractor and 
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the open1ng ot Oak Street to a connection w1th Orndutr might 

prove· some slight conven1ence to this industry. The present 

route or travel uti11zing the compa~'s· team track driveway to 

reach Third Street turns around the corner or this contractor's 

bU1lding and it is cla1:ed that there is serious hazard or 
collision of vehicles with a standing rre1ght car on the team 

track. Wh1le this hazard may eXist, it a:ppears trom a count 

taken by the railroad company that, during a period ot r1ve 

hours, but three vehicles turned this COrner and it is $usg~sted 

that the ra1lroac. could readily prevent this encroachment upon 

i~s ~rc,erty by const~ucting ~ barrier along the norther~y side 
or Oak Street. 

rt 13 a~so urged that the City or Napa is groWing to 

the westward and that the proposed crossing is necessary to the 

pUblic development of the tract west ot Orndutt street. We 
are not eonv~eed that the develop~ent or this dlatrlct has been 
serious~y retarded because ot the lack ot a crossing at Oak 

Street, but it may be that such a crossing, since it is more 

centrally located, would better serve the dis.tric.t than the 

eXist1ng crossing at Third street. 

The railroad tratt1e is very light on this line, there 

be1ng only oecas1o~al tre1ght switching movements during per10ds 

other than in the tro.1.t sea.son, which extends tram :ruJ.y lst to 

November 15th, and but one Or two a day during this period. The 

proposed crossing would be with1n the limits o~ the West Napa Yard, 

however, and with each train movement there would be several 

switching moves. Ir this were a railroad or more importance, we 

think consideration Should be given to the matter ot closing one 

or two or the present cross1ngs. 

In view ot the number o~ crossings now existing ~o~ 
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the relatively small amount or highway trattio having ooeas1on 

to oross the traoks, we do not favor the opening ot' an additional 

orossing. Shollld the County or Napa deSire, however, to sub-

stitute a orossing at Oak Street tor the Third Street crossing, 

it ~ould be permitted to do so. An order will there~ore be 
entered granting this app11oat1on only on condi t10n that the 

eXist1ng crossing at Third Street be closed. 

ORDER ------
A publio hearing having been had and the matter having 

been submitted, 

IT IS HEREBY FOUND .AS A FACT that public oonvenience 
and necess1ty will requ1re the oonstruction or a crossing at 

grade of Oak Street with the traoks of Southern Pac1!1e Company 

it and when the ex1st.1D.g crossing ot Third street, Crossing 

No. AQ..-48.9, 1s legally abandoned and e.tteotively closed to public 
use and travel, theretore 

IT IS KEREBY ORDERED that the Board ot SUperv1sors or 

the County ot Napa is hereby authorized to construct oak Street 

at grade across the tracks or Southern Pac1:N.o: Company at the 

location more particularly described 1n the appl1cat1on and as 

shown by the map attached thereto. subject to the following 
condit1ons and not otherw1se: 

(1) The above crossing shall be 1dentit1ed as Cross-
ing No. A.~-48. 8. 

(2) The entire expense or construoting the crossing 
shall be borne by applicant. The cost or :main-
tenance of' that port10n outside ot' lines two (2)1 
teet outside of the outside rails shall be berne 
by app11cant. The maintenance o"r that portion 
or the c:rossing between ~1nes two (2) feet outside 
or the outs1dl9 rails shall be borne by Southern 
Pacit1c Company. 

(:3) The crOSSi)lg shall be constructed or a. width not 
less than torty (40) :teet and wi th grades o:r 
approach not greater than one (1) per cent; shall 

-4-



(3) Continued 

be censtructed equal or super10r to type shown 
as Standard No,. 2 in our General Ord.er No. 72; 
shall 'be pl"Otected by a standard. No. ~ (;ross1ng. 
Sign, as S}:)ec1fied in our General Order No. 75-A, 
and shall in every way be made suitable for the 
passage thereon of veh1cles and other ~oad 
tratrie. . 

(4) Prior to the bee1nn1~g of actual construction of 
the crossing herein authorized, the County at 
Nape. shell tile with this Comm1sston a certified 
copy of an appropriate ordinance or resolution, 
duly and regularly passed, instituting all neces-
sary steps to legally abandon and ettectively close 
the exist1ng public grade crossing at Third street 
and 1dentified as Crossing No. A~-4S.9. Upon the 
completion o~ the cross~ herein authorized and 
upon its be1ng opened to public use and travel, 
said crossing No. A~48.g. shall be legally abandoned 
and ettectively closed to public use and travel. 

(5) Applicant shall, w1thin thirty (30} days therea.t't1er, 
notify this COmmission, in wr:i.t1ng~ of the eompletion 
ot the ins:t.e.lla.tion ot said crossing an,d o~ j. ts com-
pliance with the conditions hereo~. 

(6) The authorization herein granted shall lapse and be-
come void it not exereised within one (1) year from 
the date hereot unless turther time is granted by 
subsequent orde.r. 

(7} The Commission reserves the right to make such t'urtb.er 
orders, relative to the location, construction, opera-
ticn, maintenanee ana ~rctecticn of saia er~sd.ng" as 
to 1 t may seem r1gh t and :proper and to revoke 1 ts per-
~ss1on it, ~n 1t~ judgment, pub~lc conve~ence and 
necassitydemand such action. 

x,ho authority here~n granted ~ha~~ become e~~ectlve on 

the date hereof. I~' 

Dated e.t sen Fre.nc1sco, California, this 10 day 
ot J'a.ly, 1933. 

=Z~~ 
;/!J 11 & I 

dc§/1::;~<dZ 
a:k~~ Commlss1oners. , 
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