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EZEFORE TEE RAIZROAD COMMISSION OF THY

GEQRGE MAST, and
JOEN ZELIESOZ,

Complaixents,
TSe
CENTRAL IUZXNDOCINO COUNTY 20WzZR

COMPLANY (Lormerly the WILLITS
WATER COMPANY) a corporation,

Case Xo. 3548, -

Defendante.
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leslie L. Zurr, Zor Complaiznents.

MeClymonés & Wells, by ™. S. Wells, Jr.,
for Defexndant. :

EY TEE CCIOOSSION:

Compleinents kerein allege thet the utility egreed to
sell them weter for irrigation purposes g% the rete of Zour dol-
lers ($4.00) per acre per year for three irrigations and &id so
sell and delivér water to thex a1 sald rete until the year 1932,
at whick time further service was refused. Request is made for
ex order directing the defendeant to contizue o sell them irriga-
tlon water at & rate not to exceed that heretolore chargel.

4 public hearing in this matter was held before Ixeminer
Jobagson &t Willits.

The evidence shows thet compleinents Mest and Eellesoe

owx and operste edfolning fexms situzted some four ziles east of




the Town Of Willits. The company's treansumission nein used to de-
liver water for domestic purposes iz Willits passes directly in
Sront of each ferm where 1t is tepped e2lzo for domestic service
to their premises as well a3 Tor the irxigetion deliveries which
Tormerly were supplied to <hen.

Prior %o 1926 the compeny impouzded 1ts water dehind o
Loxty-foot dam. The storage capacliity being insulficient 30 tatisly
the demand, the helght was Ilncreased twelve 2né one-~hel? Teet in
1926. To improve the pressure in Willits, the outlet into the trons-
mission mein &t the daxm was set at seventeer feet below the crest,
theredby making approximetely S00 acre Zeet of waeter eveiledle annuaily.
In conceguence of this increeased water supply, it eppecrs ihat there
was & quantity of surplus water availeble elther for carrying over %0
The Tollowing seazson or subject to disposal for izrigetion or other
uses. With this situation in mind, in 1926 end 1927 XZdward Morris,
the company meneger, epproeched both Ur. Mest exnd Mr. Hellesce ard

urged them to prepare some o0f thelir respective lends for irrige-

tion, offering them water at & rave of fouxr dollars (54.00) per

gcre £or three irrigations per seasoz. 2otk eccepted kis offer

and thereupon and theresrver Mest prepered and irrigeted eight acres
and Eellesoe fLifteen acres. This sexvice was rendered uznder the
ebove erreageneat until the year 1932 when they were notified dy
. Z.2. Ynize, the company's zew meneger, that service urder the
Torxer rate would no longer be supplied ead that all further irri-
gation water deliveries wouléd be charged under the regular domestic
tariffs. The evidence shows thet the speciel rate charged com-
Pleinanis was never filed with the Railrozé Cozmission by defexndent.
Following this notification metexrs were instelled oz complainents?

service cozmections. 3otk Mest end Selleszoe immeldiately realized




thet they could no longer afford to irrigete aelfalfa under the
donestic rates and they were therefore forced to discontirue the
use of irrigation water es there is no otier source of watexr
evaileble 10 then iz sufficient guantities for irrigetion purroses.
Complairants contend that, with the excepntion of the ob-
normally dry year of 1931, there kas been more than sufficilent
weter to meet the demends fox both ggricultural anéd domestic use
end demand a resumpition of deliverles unéer the former rate. The
defendant utility adnits that irxigetion service heretofore hac
been provided to complainents under the lorris egreement end also
edmivs that the cost of irzigating elfalfe is prohibitive at the
retes now charged; however, it is defendant’s contention that the
continuatio# T this inxigation sexvice 1s lLikely to meke it im-
vossible to provide 1its domestic consumers in Willits and vicinity
with adequate water undex nroper pressures during yeers of sube
normel rzinfell and runoffl, especially in view of the faect that
there axe 20w some firtegn otker aad prospective rench owners and
operators who nay decsire and are entitled to teke irrigation ser-
vice 12 the Zormmer rate of four dollars (34.00) per acre is per=-

aitted To remeln 1in effect.

The testimony shows that, since the ralsing of the dem,

there has always been a surplus of water in the reservolir carxied
over into the winlter with the exception of very &ry yeers suck ds
193L. It iz ectimated by »oth compleinents and the compeny that
the water requirement for alfelfa oz the last end Zellesoe lands
is elght Ilnches per irrigation %o eack acre, resulting in a total
anauel demand of 46 acre Teet, or 2,003,760 cubic feet o water
per season Ior the two renches. The testimony shows that Tilfteen

otker parties whose lands are susceptidle to irrigetion Ifrom tlhe




traosuission mein may request service for a total of epproximately
18ty acres. TUpon the above basis, using the seme duty of weter,
the total irrigation demand ZLor ell possible consumers would amount
t6 146 ascre feet, or 6,359,760 cubic feet per season. The comnany
estimates the yearly domestic cozsuxptiozn at 9,450,000 cubdbic feed,
or 217 ecre Teet. TUsing the sbove Ligures, the combined domestic
end irrigatioz cdemanéd may safely be taken at 3863 acre feet which
car be furaished without pumping from & noxmal supply of 395 acre
foets In addivior to the adhove guantity of water, there i3 now
elways avelleble the delance of the storsge capecity of the reser-

volr below the gravity <low line ¢f the <rensmission mein inteke

amounting *0 approxinmetely 240 acre feet but which cen only bve

recovered by »uwping. The company alreedy hes a punpixng plﬁnt
instelled for <this purpoce. IFrom the above figures, there cax
be no dispute over trie fact that, since the Talsing of its denm,
iz utility hacs hed Iin all dbut the most severe year of drought
(1931) a surplus of wavter avalladle Zor irrigation puxrposes ovef
and sbove its demends Tor domestic service and that furthermore
» surplus skould in the Zfuture he sullicient %o provide ser-
Tor those possible additionel irrigetors except in years of
severe water shortagee.

Aecoxding to the ovidernce, one of tte major difficuities
with domestic sexvice In the Towr of Tillits kas been end still is
the lack of adequate storage facilities in said town to provide
Tor and act as & balancing reservolir. The installation of such
equipment skhouléd largely elinminate axny fear frox pressure 4iffi-
culties arising from the contimustion of agrieulturael service.
Eowever, in order to prevent aay unnecessery drain upon the transe

mission mein by irzigetors, this service should be placed upon a
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gelinite rotatidﬁ{ééhedale vermlitiliag but ome concumer to be served
at a time. 3Rules and reguletlions goverzing this class of service
should be promulgeted o7 the utility and Tiled with this Commission
suvject to 1its appﬁ;ﬁ&l.

The recor€5iﬁ this proceeding clearly indicates ket durizg
t2e vear 1926 or 1927 defexdent made a clezr and umequivocal dedica~-
tion of ivec surplus waters for iLrrigation purposes mekiag & cherge
therefor of four dollers (§4.00) per acre per year for three irrige~
tiozns axnd that since dedlcation complainents have avalled themselvwes
continuously and without interruption of this full zxé complete ser-
vice with the exceptior of tze partiel and curtalled deliveries rex-
dered during the dry yeex of 1931 until 1932 when the aciz of de~
fendant 1z incressing the rates charged mede 14 mendetory thet com-
pleinents discontinue.th use of water. In view of the facts set
out above, it is evident thet “hls agricultural service should
be contizueld by defexdzzt under Just end reasoredle retes, rules
and regulations. The rate of fouxr dollaxrs ($4.00) per zcere per
season for three irrigatiozs Lz not ynreesonedle when compered
witk the rates charged by otaer utilities providing comparable
service. This rate is the equivelent of <wo dollers (£2.00) pex
acre foot i water is applied (o the land iz the qpanﬁity of eigh?t
inches per acre xb;ﬁ;hch of tihe three irrigatiozs. With zo addi-
tional 1nvestment,:éﬁﬁired 27 deferndaznt utility for this zgricule
turel irrigetion service, 1v appears that the charge of four dol-
lars (£4.00) per z2cre per sezson heretolfore mede 1is 2 just and

-

propexr ravte et thls time. In order to protect the domestic ser-

vice axd prevent Iixztlerfereace therewitz througk possidle future

i
carelessness or waste by irrigution consumers, defendant will be

perxnitted to rezder this service at 1i%¥s option eitker under the




flat rate method eretolore in effect or its eguivalent undex

measured deliveries based upon the guantitles set out ebovea
OXDEZR

Complairnt having been mede to thls Commizsion &5 en-
titled adove, & pudblic heering haviag been held thereon, the
matter having been submitded end 4he Commiszsion belng now Zully
“advised in the npremises,

IT IS ZIERZEY CRUERED that the Cerntral Mendocino Cownty

Power Compeny, & corporation, be amd it Ls heredy direcied to

Zile with zhe RPeilroad Commission, withirn thirzty (30) day from
the date of tails Order, the Zollowing rates Zor surplus water de-~
ivered o 1its consumers for the irrigzation of lezds near end/or
contiguous to Lts transmissior mein detweern 1ts storage reservoir
end the Tozn of Willits, lendocino County, Californis, said reves
to becore effective for all such service rendered from axnd affter

tze date of thlis Order.
SCEEDULE RUTE NOe. &
Sele of Surnius neter 10T 'rrigati jo!

FLAT RATE

Per acre pe* season 3roviding for e minimux of three
delivers each of app"ox;mately 8 inches 1= <depih
(2/3 ac*e foo* per acre)- ——— -

LEASTRIED RATE

Per acre £00%, or iis eguivelentemmecmmccccmewa-..

Note: The adbove raves ere applicadble only
t0 the sale of szurplus weter fron the
company’s reservoir delivered tarough
toe transmission meir to lands near
and/or contiguous %o seid mein. Weter
$0 501d may be delivered either at a
f£lat rate per acre 20r three izrigations




per seaszoxn, each of 8 inches in

depth as zear as mey de, or measured
by neters or welrs or some such device
et the optioz of the utility. Service
1c subject to proratiozn end/or discon-
tinuence duriag any irxigation seasox
when L% will sexriously Jeopardize <he
necessary water deliveries to domesti
and municipel consumers. Irrigation
service 2% the sbove rates will be pro=-
vided and peyment by consumers shall
be nmade in accoxdance witk rules and
reguletions in effect and apnroved by
the Rallroed Commissioz.

000

IT IS EERERY PURTEER ORDEFZD thet the Central lendocin
County ZPower Compery, & corporavion, be and it i3 heredy directed
to file with this Commissiozn, withiz thirsy (J0) days Trom the
date of this Order, revised rules and regulatioms goverzing the
Telations with 14z comsumers for the sale and delivery of surplus
weter Tor egricultursl irrigstion purposes, s2id rules end regu-
lations to become effective ozly upon thelr acceptance for rilipg
by the Raillroad Commissiozn.

For ell other purposes, the effective daite of this Order
shaall be twenty (20) deys Ifrom end after the date hereol. |

Dated at San Franciseo, California, this 2 = éey

!

oL September, 1933.
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Comnissioners.




