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Decision No. LY Fv';

BEFORE TEE RAILRQAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Matter of the Application of
TEE PEOPLE OF TEER STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
on reletion of the Department of Pub;*c
works, for en order authorizirng the
coustruction of a crossing at separated
grades of the State Highway and the
tracks of tho Central Pacific Railroed
and/or the Southerr Pacific Railroad
dear Towle, Placer County.

Applicatiorn No. 17660.
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Fronk B. Durkee, for Department of Public Works.

Roy Goe Hillebrand, for Southern Pacific Conpany.

Je Je Deuel, for Ca*irornia Farm Bureau Federation.

John Curry, " tor California Cattlemen's Assoclation,
and California Wool Grewers' Associastion.

W. P. Wing, for California Wool Growers®' Assoclation.

BY THE COMMISSION:

FIPST SUPPLEMENTAL OPINION

In Decision No. 24261, dated November 30, 1931, in this
Procoeding, applicant was granted authority to construct a state
hAlghwey, known as Road III-Pla~37-D, under the tracks of Southern
Pacific Company neer Towle, Placer County, under cortain cond;tiona
waich prescribe the type and metbod of construction, apportiomment
ol cost of the improvement and for the closing of *wo adjacent ¢rocs—
izgs. On August 14, 1933, the Commiszionm, acting upom a petition
from the Califorzia Cattlemen's AssoclZation, the California Wool

Growers® Association, the CalirorniavFazm Bureau Federation and +the

Nevada County Farm Burcau, reopened this proceeding primerily for

the purpcse or‘taking testimony on the guestion of public necessity

for the continued use of the two croscings over the railroad for
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pedestrien and live ztock traffic which, under said Deciszion No.
24261, were reguired %o de closed upon the completion of the separa=
tion authorized in tThis proceedins. These two erossings are located
near Southern RPecific Company’s Gold Run Station, one of which ic an
overhead ¢rossing, Gesignated as A-152,0-A, and the other a grade
erossing, No. A=-153.9.

A further hearing was conducted by Examiner Hunter at

Auvburn, dugust 29, 1933, at tke conclusion of which the matter was
teken under submission.
The record shows that the two ¢rossings referred to zbove

have for zany yeaxrs constituted a part of a stock trail through
this district, along which scme 20,000 head of sheep and 6,000
heed of cattle travel each year ¥0 the mountain range in the spring
and returna to the valleys in the fall. A4t this time considerable
interest is being taken in working out a plan to provide, in so far
as practicable, a separate passage-way for stock Lrom the main travele
ed highway betweer Colfax and Donner Lake, & distance of about fifty
miles., .The retention of the two crossings involved herein will permit
of The establishment of a soparate trall for stock for s distance of
about two miles, which also fits in with the major plen of stock
trails through this district. This two-mile section falls within
the limits of the longest streteh of main kighway where no separate
svock trail will be available or practical of comstruction 1if +he
Two crossings are closed. It was chown that there are many disade

Tages in driving stock along an important high speocd highway suck
as the one invelved hereizn, including hazard and delay to both
vebicular and stock traffic, increased cost of maintaining the high-
wey and also lncreased cost of moving stock. While 1t is true that

the zow state highway will afford & direct route for all classes of
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traffic, whick ordinarily would apposr to permit of tho clésing.or

the sald two crossings, we must weigh the advantages of Keeping

live stock o2f the new highwey Zor a distance of two miles, togethexr
with affording e very small smount of pedestrian traffic to the reardy
school a separate crossing over the railroed, against tze disadvantages
of mailntainizg the two ¢rossings over the railroad. One crossing will
involve the expense of maintaining a wooder overhecad structure and

the cther the experse of maintaining e grade crossing and suitebdble
protection, together with the attendant hezard vo stock and treffic

on the raillroad.

After carefully considoring the entire record in this pro-
ceelding it 4s concluded that there has been shown a pudlic necessity
for the retertion of the tTwo crossings for the use of pedestrians
and live stock only, ac the now highway recsorably meets the requiro-
ments of all wehicular traffic. Applicznt herein has indicated that
12 1% is relieved of all obligation to mainvein any portion of the

0ld state highway betweern Gold Rum and Towle, czhowz in red on Exhibit

Xo. S, after the completion of the new highway between those points,

it 1z agreeadle to assuming the entire expense of comstructing the
new separation at Towle, amounting to $32,220, which has been author-
ized in this proceeding, theredby relleving Southern Pacific Company
of 1%tz agreed obligation t¢ comtridbute $4,500 Toward thls expenditure
upon the closing of the two orossings roferred to adbovo. The Chalir-
man 02 vhe Zoard of Supervisors testified that 1L the two crossings
are allowed 10 remsin open, the Supexvisors would be willing %o
maintain the old state highway for stock traffic only and erect arxd
nainteln darriers to restrict travel over the overhead crossing o
vedestrians and live stock. The railroad indicated that 1f these

two crocsings are to remain 41t would be willing to Lurnish the labor
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in maintaining a2nd replacing the sudsizucture of *he overhead
erossing LT the county furnished the materlals, provided appli~
cant relieved 1t of eny participatioz in the expense of the new
separatioz at Towle. It would appear eguitadle Thet 1if Southern
Tacific Company 1is relleved of participating in the oxpense of
consiructing the new soparstion at Rowle, 1t should furzish the materisl
end lador for the meintenance of the subsiruciure of “he bverhead
erossing and should also revise the ringing eircuits of <he wigwag
at the grade crossing so as to afford more advence warning of the
approech of a train to the drivers of stock over this grade crossing.
The Commission will, in =eccordance with the above progrem,
revise Conditions (2) and (4) of said Decision No. 24261 with the
definite understanding thet the county wlll carry out its portion
of vhils program, otherwise a supplemental order will be izsued
directing the closing of these two crossings as provided for in

seld Decicion No. 2426l.

TIRST SUPPLEVENTAL ORDER

4 further hearing having been held in the above entitled
proceeding and %the metter 6oing now ready for decision

I7 IS ZEREZY CRIERZD thet Conmditions (2) and (4) of Decision
No. 24261, cated Novembexr 20, 1931, be and they are hereby revised %o

»ead as follows:

(2) The entire expense of coastructing said wndergrade
. erocsing (No. A~157.4~3), shall be borne by

applicant. The expense of masintaining in a first
class condition that portion of the separation
commonly roferred Lo as the superstruciure, ine
cluding girders, deck aad track structure, shall
be borne by Southern Pacific Company and the reo-
mainder by applicant.




A+ The overhead crossing {Nos. A=152.0=-4),
shall e maintalned in a safle condition for

the use of pedestrianz and live stock oaly.

The maintenance of the roadway or deck, guard
aad hand rzils shall be borne by the County

of Placer eand the remainder by Southern Pacific

Company.

Be The County of Placer shall erect and meintair

posts or other suitadle barriers on each zide of

sald overhead crossing (No. A=152.0-4), =0 as *to

affectively prevent the passage of vehicles over

same.

C. Southern Pacific Company shall maintain a

wigwvag for the protection of the grade ¢rossing

(No. 4=153.9), which shall de so arranged as to

afford not less than ninety (90) seconds advance

warning of the fastest normal train movemoent over

the crossinge.

iT IS EEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that in +the eovent the Board
of Supervisors oL Placer County falls to erect and mafintain barriers
on each side of the sald overhead crossing, 30 as to effectively
prevent use of this overhead crossing dy vehicular traffic, or fail
to malntain, in a safe manner, the deck or roadway of the structure
together with guard and hand rails, the a2bove modified Conditions
(2) and (4) shall ve rescinded and an appropriate supplemental order
1séued dirécting the closing of zeid Crossings Not. A=152,0=i and A=153.9.
IT IS EEREBY FURTHER ORUERED that except as modified adove,

Decision No. 24261 shell remain in full force and offect.

The effective date oF this order shall be twenty (20) days

Ir t hog .
om the date hereof =

Dated at San Francisco, California, this [{ day of
Septexber, 15335,
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Commissioners.
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