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Decision No. 2eoil, .

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

A '~ ;'-_:'. s
Zn the Matlter of the Applicetion of i 8 S SRS
Public Utilitles Califoraia Corpora=~ o ‘
tion for authorizetion to establish

Telephone Service.
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,
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Application No.l897%.

iz the Matter of the Application of
The Fall River Valley Telephone Company
for authorization to &iscoentinue

. Appiication No‘;2.8978.
Telephore Sexvice. o

|
)
i
?

A. J. 'ﬂ"‘hews, for Public Utilities Californie

Corporer ion.
L. Pe Arpold, Secretery, and W. J. Albaugh,

President, for Fall River Valley
Telephone Compeny. -

BY TEE COMMISSION:

In Applicetion No. 18979, Public Utilities Califorale
Corporetion requests authority to furnish telephone exchange
service in Fall River M{lls and vicinlty, and to estadlish rates

therefor.

Pell River Velley Telephone Cb::.pany; hereinafter somes
times referred %o e the Fell River Compeny, 4in Application
No. 18978 asks the Reilroad Commission for euthority to discon-
tinue operations as a telephone public utlilivty. _\

A hearing in these espplications was held botore Examiner
Fry at Fell River Mills on September 12, 1933, and these matters




were consolidated for hearing and decision.

Public Utilitiez Celifornia Corporation operatez 2
televhone and telegraph system in portions of Lassen, Modoe,
Plumas, Shasta and Tchama Countles in California. This applicant
at present furnishes 1o exchenge telephone service 13 the terri-
tory served by the Fall River Company, bdut mekes conneciioz at
Fell River Mills with the system of the local coxpany o provide
to11 telephone and telegreph service to and from outside points;

The Fell River Compery has less than ome hundred sub-
scrivers? ieleﬁhone stations in service in three areas; Fall
River Mills, McArthur end Glexburz, in Shaste and LassenMCOunties;
Celifornia. Unlimited exchange service is furnished in each area
at flat rates payable monthly. Service between the three aresas
is mow aveila®ble at toll rates on file with the Railroad Commis-
sioa.

Testinony glven and statements made atl the hearing show

that the service of the Fell River Coxpany has beon very unsatlis-

factory, particularxly as to transmission due 10 worn~outl batieries
in telephones owned and meintained by subseribers, inadequate.
inswietion of line wires and inductive invterference with vhe
Coxparny's grounded line system by power lines. Due to lack of
effort in collecting subscrivers' telephone pills and apathy of
stockholders in conducting the affeirs of the uzility; it has
become delinguent in the'paymﬁnt of 1%s obligations and now desires
- t0 cease attempting tovcontinue pudblic utilitj operations.

4. J. Methews, for Pudblic Utilities Californie Corpora-
tion testified that the iwo utilities have been negotiating for
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some months iz an offort %o arrive at some agreement whereby
the Fell River Company would discontinue, and the Public Utili-
ties Californis Corporation would furnish exchange telephone
service in this territory, with the rosult thaet these spplicea~
tions have been made,

As set Torth in Applicetion No. 18979 and in support-
ing testimony, the Public Ttilities Celifornia Corporation
proposes to establish e Fall River Mills exchange ares which
will ineclude 21l of the Yterritory now divided into threoe areas
as referred to above. L primery rate ares, as set forth on a
map, Exhidit "C," attached to the application, is contexmplatel.
Individuel line and four-perty line service and fermer line
service are proposed at the same level of rates as afe effective
in other exchenges of the Public Utilities California Corporation.
Under the proposals, sexvice would be furnished on rurel lines
outside the Fall River Uills primery rate ares 1o mutuél belodely
profit associations organized to secure service for their mexbers
veder the farmer line service schedule. Ore and four-pariy line
sexvice also would be aveilable in the suburben area at the
primery rates and the usual mileage charges of tho Public Ttili-
ties Celifornie Corporation. The present toll rates beiween the
Fell River Mills, McArthur end Glenburn areas of the Pall River
Compeny would de eliminated end service vhroughoul the territory
would be furnished at flat rates. Toll telephore and telegraph
service betwoen the proposed exchange and outside points would
bo avalleble at the raies now effective for the Fgll River Mills

toll point.

4T the hearing very complete explanations of the pro-

posal of the Public Utilities Californlie Corporation were made
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and the possidle effects of tho suggested changes were fully
developed.

We are of the opinion that the exchange and primary
rate aress &3 proposed and the level of rates requesied by
Public Utllities Californie Corxporation are reasonabie for <the
service 0 be furalshed.

Lyparently the Fall River Company can not continue o
funetion as a utility and as the proposels of Public Utilities
Celifornia are reasonable, we believe these epplications shouwld

be greanted.

—— mae e ol

Public Ttilities Californla Gorporation havirg eppiled
40 the Railrosd Commission for authority to establish ean exchange
and to make effective rates for exciange tolephone service i
Fall River Mille end adjacent terzitory, Fall River Valley Tele-
paone Compary having requested authority to discontinue pubiic
utility telephone sexvice in tﬁe seme torritoxy, a heering in
these spplications having been held, the matters having ﬁeen
submitited and beinzg now reedy Ior decision;

The Reilroed Commission of the State of Celiforniz
hereby finds es a fect that the interests of the public will bde
served by the esteblichment of exchange telephone service by
Pudblic Utilities Celiforris Corporation in Fall River Iills end
vicinity; and by the &iscontinuence of exchdnge 4elephone sorvice
thereln by Fall River Valley Telephone Compeny &z a public tele~

phone utility; and

IT IS HEREBY ORDERLD thet Public TUtilities Celifoxxie
Corporation shall: B




(1) Establisk & telephone exchange at Fall River

. W41ls snd vicinity on or before Jamuery l, 1934,
with the hours of service at present avalilable
11 that ares; with o prirmery rate arez as set
corsh in Exhibit T*C" and an exchange area as
set forth in Exhibit "D", boith attached to
Lpplication No. 18979. .

(2) Establish rTates for local telephone sexrvice iz

. . the propoced exchange as set forth In Exhidit Ya,”
atteched hercto, and such other toll and telegrapd
retes &S mey be approved, effective on and afier
the date of the establishment of the exchange.

(3) Submit %o the Railroad Cormission for filing,

4 maps showing the primary and exchenge areas as
referred to in (l? above and exchenge telephone
rates as referred %0 in (2) above for the Fall
River ¥ills Excherge, on.or before the tentk
day immediately preceding the dste of the estabe
lishment of seid exchange.

IT IS HEREEY FURTHSR CRDERED that Fell River Valley
Telephone Comi:a:.y shell, as of the date of the beginnlng of
exchange telephone service operations dy Public Utilities
Celifornia Corporation in Fall River Mills Exchange as referred
o in {1) above, discontinue public utility telephone service
and with&xaw rates therefor,
For cll other purposes the effective date of this
Order shall be twenty (20) deys Zrom and after the date hereof.
L ' ’ V-4
Dated at San Frencisco, Californie, this g_ *

day of {f?d:&#-, 1933.
Cl rmie e,

Mo -

Commi ssioners. . .
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" EXCEANGE SERVICE SCEEDULE NC.

TNDIVIDUAL IINE AND PARTY LINE SERVICE FATLL RIVER MILLS

SERVICE:
ipplicable to business end residence individual line
and four-party line flat rate service within the primary
rate sres of the Fall River Mllls Exchange.
RATE: | , | RPate per Montd
(1} Business Flat Rate Service:
' Ench fndividuel line desk set station, 43,00

Tach four-perty line desk set station, 225
Bech extension dezk set ztatlon, 1.2%

(2] Recidence Flat Rate Service:

Bach individual line desk set stetion, 2.75
Zach four-party line desk set station, 2.00
Tach extension desk set statlon, 100

sach wall set ztation - desk set station rate
less $e25 per month.

CONDITIONS:

(1] Imdividusl line and paxty lize services will be provided
| ouizide the primary rate area and within the exchange
ares at the above retes and mileage rates.

(2} Zxtension stations at the above rates are installed on
the premises on which the primery station 1s located.
The shove rates and mileage rates ars applicable to off-
prexises extension stations.




EXCHANGE SERVICE SCEEDULE NO.

PLRIER LINZ SERVICE FPALL RIVER MILLS

kpplicable te famier line service within the sudburben
ares of the Tell River Mills Exchange.

Rate per Year
ZTach business or residence stasion, - $3.60
CONDITIONS:

Farnmer line service Iis furnished outside the primexry
rate arex and witzin the exchange area at the abdove
retes. L fermer line shall not exteond beyond the
exchange area boundary. A farmer line station shall
not be loceted within the primary rate sres.

The Compeny instells, owns and meinteins, at iis
expense, the necezsaxy central office equipment ond
service and line facilitlies to the boundary of the
primery rate ares and Lurnishes one listing in the
telepnone directory.

The subseriber furnishes and meintsins, at his expense,
the necessery facilities Lfron the Company line at
the boundary of the primary rate aroa to the subscriberfs

station, complete tolephone Lnstrument and battery and .
substation protection.

The adove service will be furnished, provided the line
owned by the subseriber or subscribers is properly
constructed and meinteined in an operating condition.

Charges for farmer lize service are payable annualily
in advance, Now subscribers will be billed Lfrom the

date of connsction %o the end of the year and amnuslly
in advance therealter.

Tarmer line sexrvice will bo Llurnished ¥o lines as

a whole only. It shall be the duly of the members of
each Tarmer line to appoint or designate & secretary
or nmansger for such line and no new member shell there-
efter be connected %o sald line nor will the Company
assign a number t0 & new memboer om such line except

on written autzority Irom suUCh secrotary or manager.
Sald secretery or manasger saall also collect all
charges for telepaone or teolegraph service from the
membors O the farmer line, 1L reguested by the




Company to <o so, and the Company may olect o be
relieved from the duty of collecting from sach
subseriber. In case the Company does not secure
payment for each member of any line, service nmay
be disconnected Lfrom the line as a whole..

A fTearmer line may not be coanected to more tizan

one exchenge or to the lirnes or equipment of any
other telephope system. In thke event  the farmer
line is so coannected and uwpon Lfallure, after notice
to the secretary or manager of that line to comply
with the above provisions, the Company shall then
have the right to disconnect that line from the
Fall River Mills Zxchango.

Faxmer line service will not bde provided on any
line unless each and every persor having a tele~
phone connected to the line subscrides Tor tele-
phone service.




