Decision No. DAY

BEFORE THZ RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFCRNIA.

Ir the Matter of Application of Southern
Pacific Compeny for aa order shandoning
or allocating the expense of repairing
cad meinteining an existing overhead
highway crossing No. C=258.5-4 over Th
tracks of Southern Pacific Company at
Nortih Street in the City of Redding,
Shasta County, Californis.
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Applicztion No. 190L6.
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Z. W. Bobbz, for Southern Pacific Company.
We Do Mllotson, City Attorney, Redding, Calif.

Froak B. Durkee, Department of Public Works,
Stave of Callifornis.

Z¥ THE COMMISSICN:

In this proceedéing Southerrn Paclific Company seeks an
order outhorizing the sbandonment of the overhead structure Carry-
ing Bureke Way (North Street), over itc tracks in the City of Redding
or, in the event a grade ceparstion Ls To be maintained at this point,
the Commicsion it asked to apportion the expense of replacing or |
repairing the existing structure and also appoxtion future meintenance
¢ the same.

A public hearing was conducted 1 this matter by Exeminer
Eunter at Redding; September 5, 1933, at the conclusion of which the
matter was teoken under submission.

Southern Pacific Company's tracks pass through the City
of Redding in a gomersl northerly and southerly direction. To the

east of the tracks are loceted the main business sectlion of The ¢ivy,

the City Hall, fire deperimert, two pubiic schools and slightly over
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one-holf of the residences, waile the county buildings, Shaste Unlon

Zlgh School, an aviestion Iield, the local hospital, the site for the.
new post office, one district school and about one-half of the resi-
dences are located on the west side of the track.

In =d&ition to the overbhead crossing in question, there
are six grade crossings ¢f city streets over Southern Eacific Compeny*s
trecks within a distance of six-tenths of & mile in'the City of Redding.
The following tebuletion shows the dlstance betweon erossings end the
result of traffic counts which were lntroduced as exhibitc Iin this
proceeding: |

: NAE OF STREFT AND CROSSING NUMEZR
: :Bureks Wey™: :

:Trinity :(North St.): Shasta : Tehama : Yabda 'le:- South
L CalB848 :Lall8aSwh 20u288e4 : Cul88.32 Cal58,2:C=258,1:C=258,01

e s B3 ¥

ITEMNM

Distance to next
cTossing souvth 4007 S401 3707 . 7607 4001 800"

i Sien Separated 1 Sign 2 Signs
Protection 1 V.. Grades 1 Sigz LWV, 2Signs LW 1 Sigm

TRAFFIC:

§3P= J',Q’s ZESNQ'Q(I)
Antos 207
Trucks 13.8
Eorse Drawn
School Children 2-.0-
Other Traffic (3) 127
Passenger Trzins 3
Frolght Toains 7
‘Seconds crossings
ocqupied by
trains 1105
Rumber of Vehicles
delayed 3
Tehicle seconds
dolay at
crosaings 180

City?s Bx.No.S (3!
Agtos 350
Trucks 56
Busses 2
Pedestrians 181

* » Ovorhead Crossing.
(1) =XMay 11, 1932 - 6:00 A2 to 10:00 P.M.
(2) = Podestrians, motor cycles and dicycles.
(3) = FTedrusry 2, 1933 = 6:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M.




The overhead crossing at Eureka Way wee comstructed

in 1903 at the sole expense of Southern Pacific Company and wntil

cune 3, 1933, when it was closed %o traffic dve to its wnsefe con-
dition, i¥ was maintained by the railroad. The original cost of
this structure I1s not known; the company hes, howevex, spent
$10;700 oz maintenance, $8,700 of which has deen spent since 1920.
Previous to the c¢losing of this overkead crossing to vehiculaxr
traffic, loads passing over the structure were limited to 3,000
Ibs., this regulation being In effect for a period of about three
yeérs. 4 witness for applicant testified that the compeny was un-
able to locate the agreement between it and the CLty of Redding,
presceriding under what condlitions the overhesad structure wes To be
constructed and meinteined. EHowever, from newspaper &ccounts, which
were the only referenées evailable, It appears. thel the company
agreed to coastruct and maintelin this overhead c¢rossing 17 the city
woulé 2ot consiruct Tezoma Street across its tracks, which would
Tall within the limits of the reilroad yerds. It appears, however,
that two years after the overhead structure was opened to traffic,
the city did construct Tehema Street at grede across tﬁe railroad
PTrOPerTy. |

The existing tinmber overhead structure is approximately
325 feet in length and the highway 1s carried over the doudble itrack
railrocé by mesns of a 45~£00%t wooden truss, which has been reneved
within the past ten years. From time to time the rallrozd has z2lso
added new bents and stringers to the approack sectiions or:the separ-
ation. The deck of the bridge, however, is in poor condition anmd
mest be remewed 1f Lt fs %o be agein put iato service. Repairs will
also include 2dditfonal stringers andé renewal of some of the supports.
The compeny estimates that to put this dridge in aervice, employing
the present alignment and grade of the highway, would require am
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expenditure of 35,400, which should carry vehicular traffic for a

pexiod of about three years.

Bureka Wey is potentlally an important state highway,
exterding from Eureks to a connection with State Eighway Route No.
99 &t Redding, via Weaverville.

The recoxrd shows that the Department of Public Works has
1ot money available at this time %o make extensive improvements on
this highway, particularly that portion located within the City of
Qedding; in fact, it has not been determined whether or not the De-
pertment of Public Works or the City of Redding will meintein the
pdrtion within the city which includes the overhead in question.

It 41s apparent that the desirable thing to do would be to replace the
existing timber overhesd crocsing with =& moderz permanent type of
structure having light grades of apnroach renlacing the existing
steep grades of 734% and also to widen the driveway; the present
structure provides for a 1l6-foot driveway and a 4-foo0t walk. No
detailed estimates were offered sz to the cost of replacing this
structure with one which would be attractive to vehicular tra:fic but
rough estimates show that to effect such an improvement would involve
an expenditure of approximately $50,000. With & suiteble separation
at Bureke Wey, serious consideration should be given the matier of
closing the adjecent grede crossings at Trinity end Shaste Streets.

After carefully considering the record in this proceed-
ing the Commlission concludes that a separation of grades at Zureka
Way would afford safe and convenient access over the railroad tracks
t0 a substential volume of highwey traffic and with the develépment
and increased travel on Bureka Wey, which is now part of the state
dighway system, there will be greater need for a separation at this
location. It is zppsrent that it would be more desirabdle to replace
the existing structure with one which would more nearly'mget‘present

dey stendards under the prevailing traffic conditions than télspend
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e consldereble amouht of money in repeiring the present structure

with i¥s rarrow roadwey end steep grades of epproach end furthermore
only be serviceable for & comperatively shori periof of +4ime the:e-.
elter. EHowever, due to the fact thet no funds ere aveilsble at \
this time, the respective interested rarties, viz., the‘C1ty of
Redding, the Department of Public Works of the State oL célirornia
and Southern Pacific Company, Cesire to Gofer action in replacing
the existing structure with a new onme wum%il such tine as a p:égrmm
of finencing car be worked out and 1% is determined whether’the-w
City or State will azsume %the obligation of improving and maintaining
Zureke Wey within the City of Redding.

Ir ﬁnder the conditions it is the City's desire thas
the preseat overheal structure should de repaired at an expenditure
o some $5,400., it should pariicipste in such on expense. Although
we-do not urge thet thls money be spent In Improving <re exiSfing
cveriead structure, for the reasons set forth evove, we will Treguire
the railroel %o repair and maintein both th roedwey and supporting
structure of that portion of the separation located within the
~imits of {ts right of way, which is 100 feet in wldth, or approxi-
métely,SO% of the totel lengik of the elevated structure, provided.
the City will agree o repeir end meiztein in e safe condition for
higawey treflic the remainder of +the cleveted siructure and also
to close the existing grede troscing at Trinity Strees (crossing
No. £-258.6), Tor which the record shows there is little publié

_ kecessity. The following oréer will s0 provide.

ORDER

& pubdblic hearing heving veen held In the ebove entitled

proceeding and the matier being now reedy for declsion,




LT IS EEREEY ORDZRED that Southern Pacific Company he

required vo improve and nmaintain in e safe condition for highway
trafflic thet portion of the overhead structures carrying Bureka Way

(Cxossing No. C~258.5-4), over its %racks in %the City of Redling

»

within the 1limits of its right of way, under the following condi-

tions and not otherwise:

(1) The City of Redding shall, within ore hundred
end twonty (1L20) days from the date of tnis
order, file with this Coxmission plens covering
the reconstruction of sald overheald crossing so
as to efford treffic zafe and convenient access
over the rsilroad. Baid plans shall bear the
epprovel of the railroald or a statement showing
why such spprovel is not given.

Seil overheald crossing shall be reconstructed
with clearances conforming to *the provisions
of our General Order No. 26-C.

The Clty of Redding shall sigrify, in writing,
within one hundred and twenty (120) days from
the date hereof, its willingress to improve

anc maintairn &t its sole expense that portiecxn
of seid overhead crossing outside the limits of
the reilircad right of way ond also indicete its
willingness to close the grade crossing of
Trinlty Street over Southern Pzeific Coxpeony's
tracks (Crosczing No. C-258.6). .

rior to the commencement of actual repair of
celd separation of Bureka Wey over Souther:n
Paclfic Company*s tracks, the City of Redling
shall file with this Commission a certified copy
of an eppropriate ordinance or resolution duly
and regularly passed, instituting ell necessexry
steps 10 legally ebendon end effectively close
the existing grade crossing at Trinity Street and
idenvified as Crossing No. C-258.6 . TUpon the
completion of the repair work upon sald sepera~
tion at Zureka Wey and upon its being opened to
public use and travel, sald Crossing No. C=258.6
shall be legelly abandoned end effectively ¢losed
to public use and travel.

IT IS HEREBY FURTEER ORDERED that in the event the City
of Redding does not comply with the requirements set forth above and
20 plen is offered to the Commission looking toward a replecement of

tals overhead structure within six (6) months from the date of this




order, epplicent is authorized to remove said overhegd structure
within the limits of 1its right of way end abolish & public ¢ross-
ing with its traeks at this poimt.

The Commission reserves the righ?t to make such fgrther
orders in this proceeding as to it may zeem right and proper.

The effectlve date of this order shaell be twenty (20)

¢eys from the dete hereof.

Dated at Sen Fremcisco, Celifornis, thiz ./ é{

dey of O CAsbiin - , 1933,




