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Decision No. AR

SEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSLON OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNTA.

In the Matter of the Applicetion of
PACITIC ZIECTRIC RAILWLY COMPANTY to
discontinue passenger service between
Delie and EL Nido in the County of Los
ingeles, Celifornis.

Applicetion No. 13037.

s e N ® ol e s St

C. W. Cormell, for Lpplicant.

Fo he Jomes, for City of Hawtborze and
Eewthorne Chembder of Commerce, Protestant.

Guy Lew!s, for City of Eswthorme, FProtestant.

Y TEE COMMISSION:

R At G e s e W

The Pmelfic Electric Reilwey Compeny filed the above
extitlied application requesting suthority to discontinue pessenger
tredn service between Delte and EL Nido, via Hawthorne, which
wnder the present method of operation is paxrt of the Redondo Besch
Lize vie Hawthorne.

£ pablic hearing on this epplication was conducted by
Ixeminer Eunter at Los Angeles on September 15, 1933, at waich
tine the metter wes duly submitted.

Lpplicant operates & passexger and freight service between
Los Angeles ard Redonde Beeach over its line commonly kmown as its
Redondo viz Eawthorne Line, which line operates via South Los Lngoles,
Delte, Eswthorne, Lewndale end EI Nilo. In addition, applicant main-
Teins pessenger and Ireight service between Los Lngeles and Redondo
Bezch via its line commonly krmown as its Redondo viz Cerdensz Line,
whick lize operates vie Soutk Los Angeles, Cardens, Hermosille and
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ElL Nido. These two lines operate over the same track between Los

Angelez eand Soulh Los Angelez znd between ElL Nido and Redondo

Bezck. Applicant glzo operztes & shutile service in the off-pesalk

hours between San Pedro and Delts, conmecting at Hermosille with
Redondo via Gerdema trains and at Delta with Redondo via Hewrthorne
trains.

Applicant proposes herein to discontinume all passenger
service betweer Delta and EXL Nido via Hawthorme, & distance of
7.32 miles, alleging that the purpose of this discontinuwance of
service is to effect operzting econimies and thail the passenger
patronage on the line detween Delte and EXL Nido is imsufficlent
to Justify the coantimuwed operation of the service.

Tlever deily round~trip passenger schedules are now
provided between Los Angeles and Redondo vie Eawthorme. 4 traffic
check teken during the period December 19tk 'to 21st, inclusive, 1932,
and Jamuary Sth to Sth, inclusive, 1933, shows a total of 291 pass-
engers handled between Delia and EL Nido, exclusive of Delta and Z1
Wido. O0f this numder, 138 passengers were 1o or from Hewthorne end
35 to or from Lawndale.

The Los Angeles Railway Corporation opoerzies & local street
car line between Los Lngeles and Hawthorne, affording frequent service
st & Tate of 15 cexts one way including transfer in the Inner Zone of
Loe Angeles, or & thirty-ride commuteiion ticket at $4.20 not Includ-
ing transfer. The Pacific Trectric service between Loz Angeles and
Hawthorne is comparatively infrequent end et rates approximately
swice &3 mmch as the Los Lngeles Rellwey rates. Practically &ll of
the territory adjecent to the Pacific Flectric line betlween Hawthorne
and Fi Nido, via Lawndale, 13 now served by the Sunset Steges operat~
ing between Hewthorne and Redondo Besch in addition To the Pamcific "
Eleciric rail service. The territory which would de entirely without
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pedlic transportation service if the edbandonment requested herein
is granted is the undeveloped section between Hawthorne and Delta.

The financial results of operation for Pacific Electric’s
Los Angeles~Redondo Beach via Hewthorme Lime for the periocd Jaagary
I, 1933 to June 30, 1935, inclusive, are a= Tollows:

Passenger Revexue, £8,981.00
Mell Revenue, B876.62
M{scellaneous Transporvation Revenue, -
Station and Car Privileges, 138.06

Total Operating Revenue, 9,695.68
Raflwzy QOperating Expenses .
(Qut~oL=Pocket) 14,111.48

Net Loss Raflway Operztions, 4,415.80*
Texes Lssignable to Railwey Operations, 4£12.07

Railwey Operztion Loss (Out-of-Pocket) %4 827 .87*

* Red Figures.

Applicant estimates that the annual net saving as 2 result
of abandomment of. pessenger rail service on ites Redondo via Hewthorne
Line requested herein will smount to approximately $22,000. This
tigure of saving tekes into account the necessary revision in the
schedule of the Refondo via Gardena Tine and the San Pedro via
Torrance Line which would de made necessary by the proposed aban-
donment of pessenger service.

The City of Eawthormme and certzin residents of Lawndale
protested the p:-op'osed sbepdonment of passenger opexation on the
ground that the service should be continued for those who desire
to use 1t. It appears from the Tecoxd that = majority of the pro-
testants would not oppose the discontinuence of passenger sexrvice
provided the line between E1 Nido and Bewthorne was completely
absndoned, theredy permitting the private Tight of way o ‘be used

for highway purposes.




After carefully considering ell of the evidence in this
proceeding we are of the opinion and kereby Lind as & fact that
pudblic convenience and necessity do not require the continued
operation of the passenger service hereln proposed to de discon-
tinued, 1t being apparent that the operaztion cannot de conducteld
except at & material loss; thet practically all of thé developed
texritory served by the lixme proposed to be discontinued will not de
entirely without public transportation service; that no reduction
in operating expenses can be mnade to emable profitable operxation
and that the amount of revexue, in comparison with the operating
costs, plmces an undue and unwarranted bdurden ox applicant and

1ts patrons in the comtimumed maintenance of the unprofitable

passenger service herein proposed %o be discontinued.

A pudlic hearing having been held on the ebove entitled
application, the matter heving deen duly subdbmitied and the Com=-
mission beling fully advised,

IT IS HERERY ORDERED that Pacific Electric Railwey Company
1s hereby suthorized to discontinue passenger service on its so=called
Los Angeles-Redondo Beach vis Eawthorne Line bdetween the stetions of
Delta eand E1 Nido vis Eawthorne, in the County..of Los Lngeles, as
shown in yellow on the mep attached to the application (Wiap Xo.

C.E.E. 15946}, and to cancel, in conformity with the rules of the
Cormission, any rate and time schedules pertalning therelo, subject,

however, tc the following conditions:




Applicant shall afford the pudblic at least
ten (10) days® notice of such discontinmance

of passenger service by posting notice of such
discontinuance at =1l stations on szid line

and on all trains operating over said line.

The authority herein granted is contingent upon
applicant concurrenily effecting changes in
schedules, in accordance with the rules of this
Commission, on its Los Angeles-Redondo Beach visz
GardenaLine apé its Los Angeles-San Pedro vie
Torrance Lize substeantially in sccordance with
“he schedules introduced in evidence in this
roceeding as Exhibits Nos. 6 and 7.

Lppilcent shall notify the Commission, in writing,

within thirty (30} Cays after said discontinuence
hss bDecome effective.

o IT seld service has not been discontinuved within
one (1} years from the date of this oxrder, the
authorization herein gremted shall then lapse and
become vold urless Lfurther time is granted by
subsequent order.

The Commission reserves the right to issue suck
other and further oxders In this proceeding &s
to 1t may appeax just end proper or as mey be
required by public convenierce and necessity.
For all other purposes, the effective date of this order
shall be ten (10} days from and after the date hereof. |
Dated at Sen Francisco, Celifornis, this _A ~  day of

October, 1933.
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Commissioners.




