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EIFORE TZE RAILROAD COLUISSION O0F TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
C.W. Browning for a certificate of Application Xo. 18856.
public convenience ard necessity.

iax B. Jexmison, for appiicant.
Skerrill Helbert, for Richgrove

School District and other
interested parties.

2Y TEE COMIISSION:

Aapplicant C.W. Bromnizng is engaged iz the business or

supplyizg water Zor domestic end commerciel uzes iz e2d ebout the
wincorrorated town of Richgrove, Tulare founty, California. In
tois proceeding he asks Tor a certificate of publie convenience and
necessity and for autkority o charge & rTate that will be sufficient
to cover the cost o operation and maintenance of the water system
and provide an allowance for depreciatiozn.

4 public hearing in this proceeling was neld defore
Zxeminer Setverwtite at Rickgrove. ;

The testimony chows that the water 3ystemwwas installed
in the year 1909 dy the Richgrove Develorment Compeny es sn adjunct
to a larnd-selling project now known ac tkhe Townsite of Rickhgrove.
Thereefter, the Richgrove Develorment Company transferred Lits in-
terests in the water systenm and +the real estate business %o the

Richgrove land Compery, & corporation. The water works subsequently
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was acquired dy C.¥W. Browaing. In view of the Tact that the water

systom was installed in the year 1909 and that weter has been s0l4

sezerally to the residents of Ricagrove Lfor compensgtion since thet

date, it was stipulated by all of the interested parties that this
water systen has been and is 2ow ia fect a public utility and that
the facilities were dediczved %0 pudblic use at Lts ianception priox
to the effective date of the Public Ttilities Act of *hls State.
Therefore 20 certificate of public converiexce and necessity is
required at this time. The only remaining issue is the zmatter of
rTates. |

The Richgrove Lend Conpeny at the time of the acguisition

of the systexm by applicant herein was making the following charges:

Southerr Paclific Rallrogl—mececmccacmmecmcemaccc—ae & 11.00 montkhly
S.R. Shoup - store bullding--ew——=mnwu= e TR P =  5.00 monthly
Bushy Ranch - domestic US@wemcmmmcana- ot o o e e e 2.50 xzonthly
Tomxmie Xddlemon - service stetiope—-msecacmcaccas -  2.50 nmonthly
CelGe DOOlEYmmmnmmcncnccncrana - 2.50 monthly
Richgrove Jasmine Citrus Assoclation - ci*ru. -
packing planteseccemmccncccanccnccccraccnmes -- 100.00 yearly
Richgrove School Districtme—cncaaa e ————— ~== 45.00 yearly
000

In 1933 applicant arditrarily snd without authority Lrom
this Commission adopted and placed in effect the following charges:

Southern Pecific Railroglemwemmcereccmrrerecncnacn= -$ 5.00 monthly

S.R. Suoup - store dYulldinge-—recomacae —— - 10,00 monthly
Tormie Eddlemon - service utation—--— ------------- - 5.00 moathly
CaGe DOOLEYmmwmmmcccmnancman e —————————————— -~ 5,00 monthly
Richgrove Jasmine Citrus Associe*iox --------- mm—ne 150,00 yearly
Richgrove School Districlemmcccnerconancwrmnecn——— 100.00 yearly
Saxel Wheeler (e portion of the originel

- Southern Pacific serviceleccemccccocrvacacaas 2,50 monthly

000

At & result of the protest by the coasumers egalnst in-

creased rates, no collectlions thereunder were mede by the utility
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end thls proceeding was instituted to settle th CORLTOVErsSTe

The water system consists of = drilled well'twelve inches
ia dlemeter and four hundred feet deep, £rom which water is pumped
into & 5,000-gallon tank om & £ifty-foot steel frame. The wmeter
1s distriduted through approximetely six thousand Zeet of pipe

renging in size from three-guarters of an ineh to three inmches in

~ Ziemeter.

4 report submitted by C.F. Mawr, oze of the Cormission'’s
engineers, appreised the utility property a2+ five thousand eighteen
dollars ($5,018), based upon the estimeted origimal cost as of
July 1, 1933. In this report the reasornable smnuel meintensnce an&
operating expenses were estimated to be five rundred seventy-seven
dollars ($£577), irncludizg an allowance of elghty-severn dollars
(£87) for deprecietion. This figure is based oz e”continuance or
the present metkod of operation dut it was saown thaﬁ a saving iz
operating cost could be made e&nd more relisble service provided by
substituting autometic pump control for the present manual method
erd by the modernizing of “he pumping facilities.

The amrual gross revezue under the old rate wes four
Luzndred twenty-sevezn dol rs,($427), while the estimated revenue
Zrom the proposed rate would have amounted to <ive hundred eighty
dollers ($£580); rneither figure included ctarges rfor the sexrvice
rendered applicart's :otel properties and citrus grove. OQOther in-
cldental sales for stock weter Purposes, ete., similarly.also were
omitted, suck sales amounting 1o about seventy-rive dollars ($75)
per amnum. The inclusion of the adove unreported items would ine

crease the estimaved aanuel revenue under the old rates %o approxi-
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metely six bundred %en dollarz (E810).

Applicant*s system is lergely overdullt, Lhaving been
installed oxiginally to sexrve a large subdivided erez which has
zever beez fully developeld and thus supplying at present only a
few scattered homes. Under such circumstances, it is clear thet
applicant cannot expect t0 eern a full returz on the extire R
capital invesiment. Therefore, the rates authorized in the 6rder
Zollowing are designed to be just and ressonsble and compare
Tavoradbly with the charges anthorized for otker utilities con-
paxrably situated and providing a similar class of service and
should provide neintenance and operating expenses including de-
preciastioz.

Applicant is requested to keep an accurate record of
all utility trensections and full credit must be given the util-
ity for all water sald waetter 11 Is served to applicant's owz

property or note

Application kaeving deen made to the Railroad Commission
as entitled above, a pudblic hearing having deexn held thereon, the
matter having beexn sudbmitted and the Commission now belng rully‘
advised in the premises,

IT IS EZERERY ORDERED that C.W. Browning de and ke 1s
hereby authorized and directed to file with the Rellroad Commelz-—
sion, within thirty (30) days from the date of this Order, the
following rates for water delivered vo his consumers in and ad-
jecent to Tthe towasite of Ricagrove, Tulere lounty, California,
said rates o become effective for all service reandered subdbseguent

to the 30th day of Novembder, 1933:
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FLAT RATES

Rezidences, stores, etc., Per NOLth=-=—w=a-

For irrigation of lewns, gardens and
shradbbery, per 100 square feet of surface
actuelly irrigated, chergesdle during arny
periocd of =six consecutive months in any
one calendar year, per Noldithe—eemmmcecwccccnencaa —————— L02

For stock watering, per Read per month

For service to Riczgrove Jasmizne Citrus
Lssoclation for all uses, including
employes® living quarters, per monthe--- 10.00

For service to Richgrove Grammer School
District for all uszes, per RORth-ceccccccmmrcncccneaa 7,50

Tor service to0 Richgrove Eotel for all uses,
Per MOLiA=wmccccrcnncnccsvnrncn vt st nc e re e c e e e emnwe] 0, 00
METER RATES
Monthly Minimum Charges:

5/8 p 3/4-inCh meter---------'* - -—---u———-———-%"oo
3/4=5nch DOtEY——ccm oo eee - e ———2 4 50
l-'inch mater----—-------—-—----------...---.....---.......3.oo
13w10Ch TETETmmrmmmmmmm———~—————————————————————ta 50
2~inch meterecemccocenaax ———————— a0 5O

Fach of the foregoing "Monthly Minimum Charges™
will entitle the consumer to the quantity of .
water which that monthly mininmum cherge will pur=
chase at the following "Monthly Quantity Rates.™

Monthly Quantity Rates:

First 500 cudblc feet, per 100 cudiec foete-cmmanmmwmaaa?0,40
Yext 1,000 cublc feet, per 100 cudic, feet—- 0.30
Over 1,500 cubic Teet, per 100 cubie Leotmmmmcmcmcccmaaa(,20

For Service to Tank Wezons:

Per 100 cubic feetwwmcmmenaca . £0.20

oQo

IT IS ZEREEY FURTHER ORDERED that C.W. Erowning be axd

he is hereby directed to file with the Railroad Coxmicsion, within




thirty (30) days from the date of this Oxder, rules and regula-
tions governing relationsc with hisc comsumers, seid rules sxd
regulations to becozme effective upon thelr accepiance for Tiling
by this Commiszion.

For all other purroszes the effective date of this Order
shall be twenty (20) days from and after the date hereof..

Dated at San Francisco, Californie, shis ,74755§; dey

of November, 1933.
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