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BEFORE TEHE RAILRQAD COMMISSICON OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

e

J. Wayre Darling, John W. Jexnes,
Orle L. Siple, and Maxtin A. Emerick,

Complairants,

V3. Case No. 3557.

Emeline A. Swift, Leura V. Swift,
C.C. Juster, oy V. Juster,

Frexk Laughlin, and Naoma Laughliz,
conducting & public utility water
business under the name and style
Of MONTECITO OIL PLACER X »

and
Emeline A. Swift, leurza V. Swilt,
C.C. Juster, May V. Juster,
Frark Leughlin  and Neona Iaughlin,

Deferndants.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
).
)
)
)
)

X. Martin Smith and %.C. Kexnedy,
Tor complairents.

Haight & Trippet, by Welter L. Brulingion
and Raymond EHaight, fox defenlants
Eneline A. Swiltd, Leaura V. Swift and
Xorntecito 0Ll Placer Mine.

Durley & Dowaes, by W. Mark Durley and
Edward C. Maxwell, for defexndants
C.C. Juster, May V. Juster, Frank
leughlin and XYaome Laughlin.

EY TEE COMISSION:

Complaizants allege that defexdents operating & pubdblice
utility supplying the unincorpo:atcd town of Summerlexzd in Santa

Berbara County with water for dcmestic ard commercial purposes
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have failed to provide an adequate quantity of waiter for house-
rold ané sanltary purposes and thet such walter as furnished hes
been z¢0 mixed with c¢rude o0il &s to be unfit for use. It is
further alleged that defendants have falled to properly meintain
the nlant or provide necessary storage facilities. The com4
plelnants ask the Commission to direct defendants %o install,
without deley, improvements %to0 provide a proper water supply to
all consumers in Summerland.

Three separate znswers were filed, one ia dbekell of
C.C. Juster and kay V. Juster, enother by Zunelire A. SWilt and
Laura V. Swift, and one by Frank Zaughlin and Neome Laughlin.:
These answers deny generally the allegations iz the complaint
angd allege that no funds are available for improvements and
that the revemues 40 rot warrant the expenditures necessary to
provide the ¢lass of sexvice demandel.

Public hearings were held in this proceeding before
Examiner Geary at Sante Barbare.

The water supply of this system iz obtainzed from a tun-
nel in Toro Canyon about five miles southeast of Summerlanéd, cone-
structed in 1888 by Cherles Z. Swift and his sssociates origirally
Zor the purpose of obtelrning c¢rude petroleum. The 01l obdeized
wes mixed with large quantities of water and, as the 01l seepege
began to lessen and the operations become unprolfitable, efforts
were made about the yesr 1300 to seperate and waste the 0il and
sell the water for which there was a ready demand. Yater is row
delivered %o aboul ninety consumers in Summerlend through a gravity
transmission line consisting of four-, three- and *wo-inch pipe.
The distridution systen Lls xade up of approximately 12,000 feet

oL stapdard screw pipe two inches in dismeter or less. There Iis
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no storage on the systexm and dbut twenty-five metered services.
No other weter supply 1c availadle to the residents of this come
munity.

Thig water plart i1s operated under the fictitious name
of Montecito 0Ll Placer Mine by Emeline Swi:t &3 manager. May Ve
Juster owas &n elevea-fortieths (11/40ths) interest in <he = Oop=-
erty; Imeline A. Swift, eleven~fortieths (11/40ths); Leura Y.
Swift, ten-Tortleths (10/40ths); and Fremk Laughlin, eighte
Tortieths (8/40ths); all interests are undivided.

The rates now in effect were filed witk the Commission
in 1922 and are given delow:

FLAT RATES

Regular flat rate for all housekold uses where Water is

ROT used for irrigetlon, per mOnthmee-m—cecmmmmcceecmceooo$l

Where water is used for irrigation iz addition %o
housenold use, per monthe——meemconae

METER RATES

Morthly Mirimum Charge-=~we—caan e ——————————— e a2 W=1

Yonthly Ouantity Rates:

From 0 Yo 20,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons - £0.25
Ovexr 20,000 gallons, per 1,000 gallons—-—== ———eeemaw Q,20

o000

The evidence conclusively stows thet Tor a great number
of years defendants have made no efforts 4o Properly improve,
maintaiz or keep in reasonable repair any part of this systen,
especielly tkhe source of supply. Several years ago, & well,
occasiozelly used as & supplemontal surply, was practically sbexz-

doned. XNo serious attempt has beer made %o obtain & reagonadle

Se




degree of seperaition of oil end water with the result that all
consuxers have been forced o ianstall individual tanks upon
thelr premises for this purpose. Receatly, however, and since
the Lirst hearing held in this proceeding, & efendexts hﬁve in-
stalled & baffle trougk near the %tunnel which kas proved of
materiel benefit in the o1l elinmination.

The consumers have indicated that they are willing to
Pay & reasonable increase in water charges to asslist deréndants
in financing the necessary improvements. TFor this reasén evidexnce
was sutnitted relative to cost of investment, operation and de=-
preciation and Iimprovements on behall o defendants and by X. Martin
Smith, consulting engineer Lfor complaiznants, and by'R.E. Sevage, one

of the Commissioa's engineers. A4 consideration of %his evidence

shows thet the estimeted historical cost of the used and useful

properties ineluding those portions of the land Roldings necéssary
for pdblic utility operations at present felr market value is
twenty-three thousapd one huzndred fifty-one dollors ($23,151) as
of July 1, 1933; depreclation amnuity, one hundred nizety-cné dol-
lars ($191) .based upon the sinking fund at five per ceat; gross
revenues {1932), 4wo thousand one hundred dollars (%$2,100) exnd
reasoneble future annual operating costs, one thousand six hundred
thirty dollexrs ($1,830). It should be pointed out in comnection:
with the operating charges that the testimony indicated that the
duties 2s performed by one of the menaging owaers o this system
o not warrant the nmonthly neymeat of sixty-Tfive dollars (£465)
therefors. A consideradle portion of this amount could more fairly
and reasonably be expended for labor and actual upkeey and re-

pairs oz the system.




Troz the adove, it is clear that 2 moderate increase in
Presext rates should enadle the defendants to provide for the inme-
provements hereizefter directed +to he iznstalled. The scheldule
of rates set out in the following Order, it is believed, will not
be objectioradble %o the consumers provided such improvenents are

properly made without wanecessary delay.

Innrovenents.,

The immediate izstallation of a storage tenk aad ex

edditional oil seperator at or near the town of Summerlend is

absolutely necessary. While the recommendation of the ecgineers

is for not less than 50,000 gallons of storege cepacity, it ap=-
pears thet existing conditions make 1t advisadble that présezt
storage requirements de fixed at 25,000 gellozs at tais particu~
ier locatlon; an additional unit of 25,000 gallons mey hereafies
be ordered installed whez circumstances meke it advisadle. The
testimony shows that & suitedle site for these storage and separa-
tion fecilities ic now availadle to defendants without a monetery
outleye.

Provision should be made for dreaking the pressure at
three or more points along the trensmission line which at present
operates throughk & dro) in elevation of approximately 1,500 feet.
Development of additlonal water will meke this edsolutely neces-
sary in order to evoid rupture of the pipe. TFor the present such
breaks can be eccomplished witr little expenditure through erec-
tion of small woodex or concrete tenks or bHOXess

A very substantliel seving in water can be realized dy

defendants through the adoption of & program of fully metering
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the system. This will not only discourage excessive use of water
but will practically eliminate any tendexcy to waste water nnneces-
sarily. Whlle the installavtion of meters will not be required dy
order, yet 1t is strongly urged that the utllity attexapt %0 have

at least half of the preseant rlat rate services equipped with
metexrs within a period of eighteen months from date and completely

mevered Dy the end of the next ensuing six months.

TWater Sunplye.

The present output of the tnunnel was measu:ed this sumer
8t 2.3 ninerts inches (29,730 gallons per day), & quantity of water
waolly insufficient for the existing number of consumers. Waile
some testimony wes offered on dehall of defendants that arrange~
ments had been made o drill a well which should result in producing
et leest ten niner’s inches,(l) yet such testimony was vague aad
uncertain and falled %0 indicate that any dependable reliance can
be placed upon these statements £or the necessary additional water.

The recoxrd indicates that at lescst half of the water intercepted dy

the tunnel in Toro Canyoz is unguestionedly lost by seepage through

igproper methods Of collecting. Although recommendations were
made for the complete paving of the tunnel floor, 41t is also clear
taet substantially equivalent resulis may de obtalined by ZLurther
development at the points of inflow in the tunmel ard dy the iu~
provement of the collecting and corducting works at consideradly
less expense. A4t all events, 1t 1s cleer the*t this utility is ob-

ligated to 1ts consumers to provide additiozal water to the resason-

(1) One minex's inch it conszidered o be the equivalent of one=
Tiftiesk (1/50th) of a cubic £00t of water per second.
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-able extent of its avallabllity, & duty which the evidence =mows

clearly 1t heretofore hes lgrnored and disregarded completely.
The costs of the improvements as above contempleted are

showz by the record to be approximately as follows:

Storege -~ 25,000 gallonSwewweas e ————— ——————e————— -=Z 600
QLl separeator at storage tanKe——-- —————— - 50
Tunnel develornment - 400
hree pressure bhreskse -— 50

PO teLmmwmmwetil, 100

Provision will be meade ir the following Order for the

installation of the storsge tank and oil separator a=nd for obtain-

ing additioral water within ninety (90 days from the dete of this
rder. The pressure dreaks may be installed whenever tie condi~
tions of water supply recuire and will not bBe definitely fixed by
this Order.

is water systen is not encumbered in any manner and,
iz view ol the zmmll expenditure which will be reguired to de made
by the ownzers of tals water system %o install tke improvements out-
lined above, 1t is self-cvident thet this Commission must insist
upon full and immediate complience with its Order herein to insure
relief to the consumers from the dangerous anéd intolerable water

sexrvice heretofore and now supplied by defendants,

Public hearings havirg been held in the adbove extitled
procecdirg, based uponr the findinges in the Opinion,
t 1s zereby found that the retes fixed in the Order
herein are and will be fair and reasonsble alike both to the util-

ity ané the comszumers under the circumstances and conditions here




Present, end, now, therefore

I Is ZEREBY ORDERED:

l. That Emeline A. SWift, ILaura V. Swift, Moy V.
Juster end Frazk Laughlin, owning and operating, under
the fictitious firm name azd style of Moatecito oil
Placer Mine, a public utility weter works supplying:the
residents in and in the vicinity of the unincorporsted
towz Of Summexlend, County of Seata Barbera, be and they
ere hereby directed %0 obsein and/or to install or cause
to be installed 1a proper working oxder, within oinety

(90) deys from the dete of this Order, in a manner satis-

faectory to end subject to the writien epproval of this

Commissicn, the following improvements %o seid public
ctility water works:

&. Arrangements shall te mede to obtain
additional water iz such quantities
es will provide the utility consumers
with water in amounis adequate and
reasonadble under the coaditions of
water supply peculiar to the territory
irn which this water workes is located.
Seld water mey be obtained by purchase
from outside sources, by further develop-
zent axd Iimprovement of colleetion Lacil-
ities in the presexzt tunnel iz Toro Cenyon,
Irom wells, or from ell such sources, or
otherwise,

A slorege tazk of 20t less than 25,000
gallons® capacity, to be located at or
near the distridbution ares in the town
of Summerlend.

An 0Ll separating device or baffle hor
of & cepacity of ot less than 180 cudle
~eet and with at least 30 sguare feet of
beffle area, sald separaitizg cevice o
be zttached to or installed immediately
adjacent 10 the storzge tank meationed
in Paragreph a adove.
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2. That Emeline A. Swilt, laure V. Swift, May V.
cJuster and Frank Leughlin de andftney r¢ hereby directed
to file with the Reilroad Commission, within thirty (30)
deys from the date of this Ordexr, the following schedule
of rates Ior waver delivereld to thelr constmers iz and'
in the vicinity of the towz of Summerland, Santa Bardara
Couaty, said retes 0 be charged foxr all s=ervice rendered

or and after the first day of Jazuvary, 1l934:

FLAT RATES

Additional for lawn and garden irrigation during

¥=TER RATES
Yonthly Yinimum Charges:

For 5/8 x 3/4=inch meter~ —————— -—- 21.75
ror 3/4-irch meter—mmmmmme——— - 3.00
For l-ineh metexr —— memmmmcecmcc e ee 4,00
For l2=inch Metermmmencmcencaccccnaccnancrncemcnaee= §,00
For 2-1DCh METETmmmnmmmcmccc— e cc e m— e e ——— .00

Eack of the Toregoing "Monthly Minimun Cherges”
will entitle the cornsumer t0 the gquantity of
water wilch thet nonthly minimum c¢harge will pur~
chase at the following "Monthly Quantity Ratesz."

Monthly Quarntity Rates:

From O to 00 cubic feet, per 100 cudic feetmevmaccrwanaad
Nex% 1,000 cubic feet, per 100 cudbic feoterermurccananaa
Next 1,500 cudiec ZLeet, ver 100 cubic feet——---

over 3,000 cuble feet, per 100 cubiec feetmemmmmmcccana

=000~

Se That Emeline A. Swift, Laura V. Swift, May V.
Juster and Frank Laughlir be snd they are heredby dlirected




to file with this Commission, within thirty (30} ldays
from the dete of this Order, rules and regnlaﬁiéns
governing relations with their consumers, said rules

and regulatiors to become effective upon their acceptence

for filing by this Commissione

IT IS ZEREBY FURTEER CRDERED thet, in the even?t said
Emeline A. Swift, Leure V. Swift, lMay V. Juster and Frazk Laughlin
do not comply witk the provisions of Parsgreph l. (Sectiors a., Y.,
and ¢.) of the Order herein, this Commission reserves the right to

revoke axd annul the sekedule of rates herein suthorized to bde

placed in eflect on the Lirst day of Jamuary, 1934, and cause %o

be substituted therefor the schedule of retes et present effective
and t0 meke such othex oxder or oxders as may be meet azd just in
the premises.

For all other purposes, the effective date of this QOrder
shall be twenty (20) days from and after the date hereol.

Dated at Sen Francisco, Califorzis, this A2¢¢§5%f dey
oL November, 1933.

YalvA .
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