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Declsion No. 2y

SEFORI TEZ RATIRCLD COLISSICON OF THE STATT OF CALIFORNIA

Iz the Matter of <he Petition of
UAY L. MOPROW t0 discontinue
public vitility busirecs carried
on under the zame of Clements

Applicavion No. 190%92.
Water Works. v

e e N S N Nt N

Y2y 4. Morrow, in propria rersonze.

ZY¥ TES COMMIESION:

—y Sm Gyt GEE St wes

Xey Morrow, ﬁho owas and operestes & public utility water
ﬁystem supplying twenty-nine consumeré iz the waincorporated towz
of Clements in San Joaguin County, asks rof autkority to discon=-
tinue service upon the aliegation that the revenues are insuffi-
cleat T0 meet opercting expeznses and pay iznterest uporn horrowed
moneye

L Pudlic hearing in this me+tter was held before Ixaminer
MecKall at Clements.

This water systen was insitalled originelly some thirty
or forty yveers 230 axnd has teen operated as a public utility con-
tinuously vo date. There is no other source of water supply avéil-
able to the residents of Clements except suck as could be odbtained
tarough the Iinstallation of private wells. The present plant con-
sists of a well, en autometlically-controlled pump installed three
years ego, & 5,000-gallon wooden storage taxnk and the distridbu~

tlion maine. The original cost has beez estimeted 0 de approxi-
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mately Two Thousend Dollers (42,000). The tank is in a »ad state

of repair and will need replacement within the next two or three
years. Iock of proper meintenance has resulted in certain or‘tﬁe
zelins showing consideradle leakage.

The operatirg expenses azd revenues for the year 1932
and for the period Jaruary 1 to October 1, 1933, as sudbmitted in

behalf of applicarnt, are as follows:

Jexuery 1
. e

to
Cctober 1
1933

Revenues $338

Expenses $3 $245
Depreclation 15

Net Revenues & 7e

From the above Ilgures, it appeers that during the year
1932 the uvtility received e yleld very considerably over snd above
a falr return on Iitc investment and for the first nize monthks of
1933 received a net revenue of Seventy-eight Dollars (£78). Eovwe~
ever, Mrs. Morrow is o longer a resident of the town of Clements
and is unsble to look after the operstioz of the plant herself.
Practically no chargec have been made for collections of accounts,
zmanagement or for the sexvices of a caretaker to ope:até the wa-
ver works. Hereafter additional expeanse will be Lncurred of at
least Ten Dollers (£10) 2 month for the services of a collector
ané pump operator. Another 4ifficulty which has faced the owner
0Z this utility is the refusal of certain consumers to pay their
water bills on the ground that they are owed money either by

Mrs. Morrow or member:z oOF her immediate family, which claimed




accounts they malintein ere yroper deductions Irom <thelr dills

for water service. I+t is clearly evident thet personal and'private
mercantile accounts cannot be recognized as a sufficiexnt reason for
failure of the creditor consumer to pay for & public utility sex-
vice. Ve are here faced with the fact that epplicant has been un~
eble to colleet 21l of the mozneys due her ZoT water furnisheds A4
further serious handicap has been suffered by this utility through
the loss of engine axd tank service furnicshed to the Southern
Pacitic Comparny at Clements which was discontizued this year. The
revenuve received frox this compeny, formerly Thirty Dolla:s (£30)
ver montk, has now been reduced to Two Dollars ($2.00).

Zased upon the evidence presenteld in this proceeding, it
appeers that in the lmmediate future the meximum possidble eznual
revenue recelvable through operating this plant would be in the
nelghborhiood of Four Hundred and Twenty-eight Dollars (£428) end
the expenses, including devpreciation, would amount 0 not less
than Four Eundred Fifty-Live Dollers (£455), indicating a deficit
of Twenty-seven Dollars (%27).

Iz view of the fact that the owzer of thic utility is

faced with the immediate necessity of replacing several of the

water mains and instelling a new storage tank, it appeears that

the continuation of water service by applieczt iz 2o longer'possiu
le under preseat conditions excep® av & severe Iipancial loss.

Yothing further remains therefore than to permit tke discoztinu-~

ance of Turther pudlic utility service by applicent upon the giving
of reasorabdble zotice thereofl to present cornsumers and upon the

ellowance of a szufficlent period of time 10 enable such consumers

to wovile water for taemselves or thelr community Zrom other




20Urces.

OSRDER

Yay i. Morrow havizg made application to this Com=-
rmission for authority %o discontizue pudblic utility water ser-
vice in and in the vicizity of the unincorporcted town of
Clements, County of Sgz Joaguin, a public hearing having been
held thereon, the matter havizg beon submitted and tie fommisze

sioz being now fully advised iz tie premises, zow, therefore

IT IS ZEREEY ORDERED that lzy A. Xorrow be and she

iz hereby authorized to dizcorntinue further public utllity serxr-
vice to her consumers Iin and Iz the vicinity of the wnincor-
porated town of Clements, County of San Joaguizn, oa the
fifteenth day of Fedruary, 1934, and thereafter sténd relieved
0f all further pudlic utilizty obligations ead lisbilities ixn
connection therewlth, subject %o tlhe following fterms and con~

ditions:

Sald May A. lorrow, within fifteen (15)
deys from the date of this Order, shall
201y eack of her consumers iz writing
to the effect that she intexéds ¢o dis-
continue further public utility sexvice
under the terms of this Order on the
Lifteenth day of February, l19%24.

Said Xay 4. Morrow shall file with this
Commission, withirn twenty (20) days from
the date of tzls Qrder, an affidavit to
the effect that she has complied witk
the conditions of Peragrapk 1 above.
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For all other purposes, the effective date of this
Order shall be twenty (20) deys Zrom and after the date hersol.

Deted at Sen Francisco, Californis, this 2= dey
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ConmmissLOnery.




