
Decision No. __ :::_~~_~ > .... ~~:._-~_ .•• _:_. 

BEFO~ TEE RA!I.Rom COMM:SSION OF TEE SUTE OF cu.I:F01~n. 

In the !!atter or the Application o"r 
PACIFIC COAST RAILWAY COMPA.'rr, ;.. 
eorporation, ~or pe~ss1on: 

Cal To clo~e the agency stations ot 
PORT SAN LUIS" NIPOMO, ORCUTT, 
LOS ~, AND LOS OI-TVOS, CAL!? 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
} 

Cb} To discontinue all regular schedule ) 
train sert1ce, and. to be allowed. to ) 
per!"orm such service "oy extra train ) 
service, when and as it is requ1re'!! } 
by the pTlbliC. ) 

(el 

(d) 

TO discontinue all train service 
between Los Alamos and los Olivos? 
by the cencellat1~ or all ratos ~o 
Los OliVOS, and. points 1D.te::m.ed1ate 
Los Alamos to !.os Olivos. . 

To discontinue all train service 
between Bettere:rta Junetion and 
Guadalupc~ temporar11y~ by the 
~eellat~on or all ~~e~ to 
Guadalupe, and pOints inte:rmed.1ate 
Betterav1a .TWlct1oXl. to Gu:l~upe'. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
} 
) 
) 
) 
) 
1 
) 
} 
} 

----------------------------------) 
EY TEE COMMISSION: 

ORDER ----....--

kpp11eat1on No. 19155. 

Pacific Coast Railway Comp~ has ~11ed the above 

entitled application request1ng authority to close ~1ve o~ its 

agency ste,t1ons, to d1scont1nu.e regul.ar train service on all or 
its ~e$ and to d1seonttnue ent1re17 train service on certain o~ 

1 ts lines. The Boards. o't Superv1sor5 or SQ::l Luis Obispo County and 
Santa Bar~ Cooty, the city governments ot incorporated. c1 t1es. 

a~ected and various Chambers ot Commerce have been not1ried ot this 

application. No protest against the g;:-anting ot seme ]:IAS bee:l re-' 

ce1ved. 
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Applicant operates e. n~rro':T gauge n.ti11laJ~ e:ctend1x:g 

from. Port ~n Iouis on the sea coas.t, ten miles 30utho;esterly fiom 

Sen Luis O't,.1~, through San I.u1s Obispo, A:royo Gra!lee and Sant&. 

Maria to Ioos Olivos, Santa Barbe.:a Cou:n.t:r, a total distance ot 

75.1 mUcs, With bra.uches t'rom. a. point lle~ Santa Maria to Palmer, 

a. Cistanee or 16.7 miles, trom. Sante. Maria to a connection With the 

Southern. Pacific main lil:!e at Gua.d!tl.u.pe, and ~ Betters.via J'anction 

on this latter 'branch to a suge.r taetory at Betterav1.a. The tot3l. 

mlles or l1ne operated 15 102.9, located entirely in San Luis Obispo 

and Santa Barbe.ra Counties. 

The stations at wlUeh app11e:mt pro.poses to a.i3cont1nue 

ageney service are Port San Luis Sll~ Nipomo, san I.u1s Ob11SpO COtm.tj, 

and Oreutt, Los JlJ.e.mo:: and !.os. Olivos, Santa. ~be.ra County. With 

re~et to these vnr10us agencies the ~pplicat1on recites as tollows: 

"'PORT SAN LUIS: 

There is no town a.t this po1n.t. ~bottt s1X 
families live on the mainland near app11eant~s ~~ •. 
The sta. t10n bu11d1l'lg is l.oea ted on se.1d 1rhe-~. 'rhere 
is no ~ocal. tre.nsportat1on bUSiness. Agent"s. dut1es 
include mect1.::Ig ships and tall.y1ng such e:trgo as said 
ships h~vc tor points ~ong app11eant·s ra1~ line. 

~'"::POMO: 
Tow: ot ap~rox~tely 200 population. Located 

on main paved h1.gh'w~. SeI'Ved. by app11eant""s :ra.U line 
and b7 motor freight a:d p~sse~ger tr~usport lines. 
App-11ee.n.t·s e.gen·~ acts c;s joint raj,lway end grain ware-
house agent, e.lso as e.gent tor ?ae1t'1e C·Ctast ~ 
Compeny"s s:rall lumber shed. 

"'ORCtJ'TT: 
Town ot e.pprox:t..mtely 300 popule.t1o:c~. Located on 

paved highway. Se:.-.-cd by 8.pp11cc.n.t"'s rail. line and by 
motor freight. ant!. paaser.ger t=ansl>0rt lines. This town 
was rom.erly an. oil town. ':'pplieant's agent acts 0-.3 
jo~t rai1~y and grain warehouse agent. 

"!..os AI.A.\roS: 
Town or approXimately 250 population. Located on 

main paved highway. Served by applicant"s :re11 line 
and by motor !re1ght e.nd passenger tren.sport lines. 
Applieent"s agent acts as jOint railway- and grain 
wa--eho~se agent.'" 
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"T ... OS O:!:.IVOS: 
Town o:f approx1.metel.y- 200 popul:s.t1on. Located 

on oi~ and grave~ county road. served. 'by ~ppl.1eant9's 
rail line and by motor freight transport lines. 
~~p11eant~s agent act~ as joint railway and gra~ ware-
hOtlse agent, elsa e.s agen.t t'or Pacit1c CoaGt Coal. 
Compa~~s snall lumber stock." 

In exhibits ettached to the application., applicant states 

the n~ber or shipments forwarded and received trom these points. A 

~ry ot these exhibits is given in the follovdng table: 

FREIGRT SHIPMENTS ~"'DI.ZD DURING. l.2-UONTH PERIOD 
ENDING> JtrLy 31, 1933. 

.. Freight shIpments .. Fi"eie-:lit Shl~eD. ts .. .. .. .. 
.. .. .. · .. Received .. ]~orR'arded .. .. L.~.r:. .. ~rload. .. I:.('!.t • .. ~arIooa:: .. .. .. .. .. a 

Port San Luis 318 2S 32 19 
Nipomo 160 9 7 1 
OrClltt 190 40 17 3 

Los llamos 20'* 180 29 13 
Los Olivos 246 35 53 1 

No passenger tickets were sold ~t any ot these etat1ons. 

With re~pect to the ~bandonment or regular train service, 

the a.pplication states that regu.la:r mixed trains are now proVided 

de.Uy, except Su:c.day, between Po:::-t s~ I.tt.1s ruld San LuiS Ob1S1)O, and. 

'between S3n I.u1s Obispo and Orcutt. Service twice c. wee:: is provided 

beyond O::-cutt to Los OliVOS, and on the so-called Sisquoc B=aneh rom: 

trips per week are operated 'betweotl. San~ Maria. s.nd Sisquoc. 

Sta.ted 1n tabul.ar 1"0:0:, the service now provided. is as 

follows: 

Port San !.l;:1s 
San Luis Obis.po 
Orcutt 
SantCl. M.c.r1a 

To 

San I.u1s Obispo 
Orcutt 
Los Olivos 
Sisquoc 

MUes Serv1ee 

10.3 Daily except sun~ 
37.7 ~ ~ w 
28.1 Twice weekly 
12.8 Fottr times weekl.,. 
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From: EXhibit "B" 1t appears that on app!'o:::1matel.y ~ 

ot: the scheduled runs during the tlol:tth ot May, 1933, no ~1ght wllAt-

ever was carried and the. t on. ~ ot the ruJlS the e:!n.otl.nt ot: t're1sh.t 

oarried was less than o:o.e ton. Po.ssenger businees 1:5 negligible, 

applieo.nt claiming th~t 1 t d.oes. not s.vera.ge $5 ,er month. In new 

ot this. record 1 t does not appelU" rea.so!l.E:."ole to requ1.re this carr1er 

to provide regular train service and the Com:m.1ss:ion is o"r the O!)1n1on 

that cuch. serviee ac is neces~ ~ be tttrn1shed by the ope~t1on 

ot extra trains. 

Applicant states that that portion ot the line or rail-

way- beyond Los llamos to the end. of' the ~1ne at Los OliVO:;, a d.istance 

or 12.3 m1~e$.~ runs throtlgh no::-produet1V'e terri tory; tha.t there are 

no towns or settl~ents 1n th1~ section; that ~h1~e tor.cerly grain 

W1lS raised 1n this 'llstr1ct it is now no longer grown; and t:b:at such 

stock as is :-c.ised in the vicinity moves to market by motor trttek. 

It appears. that on this section ot the line app11Cttnt me..intains two 

high, long, wooden br1dge~ :md that U the operation. ot: tre.inS is 

continued, extensive :nd costly rep~1rs on these bridges ~~ be 

necessary as a satety measure.. Authority to discontinue all. service 

on this section o~ the =a11way is r~ested, which ap~lieant proposes 

to do by eaneel.lo:.tion ot ell rates and. te.r1tts pt:::t-tain1ng thereto. 

Applicant also proposes. to abandon ell S4~rv1ee on its 

line betwee~ Betterav1~ Junction and Guadalupe.. Thi~ line is elec-

tritied and it is stated that 1t operat1on is continued 1t will be 

necessary to renew prect1o~11y all or the electriC power poles. There 

is 8; standard gauge steam. rc.tlm:.y connecting the C1 ty or Santa V.a.r1s. 

w1t~ the main line or Southe=n Pacific Company at Guadalupe and during 

the past !ew years there hac been only ax: occas1o:w.l. mov~ent ot e~ 

loae freight over applicant~s ~rrow gauge line betwee~ these points. 
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Exhibit ~ a.ttached to the application sholls that the 

entire ope~tion ot the Pac1tic Coast Rei1wey Co~an7 h~$ been con-

dtleted at a lo~:; during the three years ~930, 1931 and 1932, and 

that during the firs.t seven months ot 1933 the opera'~1ns expenses 

were approximately two and one-hel~ t1ces the ope~at1ng revenue. 

The tigures tor the pe.et eight years ere as tollows: 

Net · · · · · Net · .. · .. · · : Ope l·atil:g .. O:perating · Operating · Operating · · · · : Year · Revenue : Exnenses : P:r:-ottt : I.oSS-· 
1925 $170,589.80 $197,972.66. t $27,382.66 
1927 177,529'. '73 214,888:.23 37,358.50 
1928 250,378.9'2 238,050.92 12,328.00 
1929 206,0'62.00 198,775.10 7,286.90 -1930 164,879.39 203,306.25 18,~2&.8~ 
1931 107,. 725.53 164,541.77 56.,816.24 
19'32 76,749.78 103,39-1.09 - 26.,641.31 
1933* 19,683.36 46,104.46 28,421.10 

* - Figures i~clude ~~uary to ~tll.y, inclusl ~"e, only. 

The COmmission is ot the opinion that this is not n 

matter in lrhich public hearing 1$ nee~s~"'"Y and atter consider-

ation ot the application ~d the exhibits thereto attached, 1t 

ap~ars that the app11c~tio~ should be granted, therefore 

. .. .. .. 
: 

IT IS HEREBY OP~ERED that Pec1t1c Coast Ra11w~ Comp~, 

e. corporu.t1on, is hereby a:o.thorized to close 1ts agencies at the 

stations ot Port Sm luis and Nipomo, San LuiS Obispo, COUAty, and: 

Orcutt, Los ..ue.tlOS and Los OliVOS, Santa Ba:-bara Coun:ty, prov!'d.ed 

that: app11ce.nt shall continue to m.aintain non-agency stations at 

Port Sa:). Luis, Nipomo, orcutt and !.os llames. 

IT IS ~~y FUR~EEE ORDERED thet Pacific Coast Ra11wey 

Company is hereby authorized to discontinue all re~ar train se.--

vice on its lines ot re11w:.y in San I:a.is Ob1sp'o 'and Se..."l.ta Bc:rba~ 

COUlltte.$.. 
IT IS B:SREB':!" FtTRT.c'E.R OP,r)EBED that Pacitic Coe.st Railway 

COm~~ny 15 hereby authorized to d.iscontinue all train ~erV1ee between 
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Los llamos and los Olivos and to cancel all rate tariff's and 

schedules :pertaining to tos Olivos and to points between los 

Alamos and to-s 011vo~. 

IT IS BEP~y FURTEER ORDERED that Pac1fic Coast Rail-

way Company is hereby authorized to discontinue all train service 
between Betterav1a J''Wlction and Guadalupe and to cancel all rate 

taritf's and schedules pertaining to Guadalupe and to points: between 

Betterav1a J'~et1on an~ Guadalupe. 

Applicant shall g1ve notice to the public ot the aban-
~onments and d1sccnt1nuance or service authorized herein tor at 

least ten (10) days pr10r to the etteetive date or same by posting 

and. maintaining not1ces a.t allot its stations. Applicant :shall, 

Within thirty (30) days thereafter, not1ty this Commission, in 

wr1 ting, or the e.bandonment ot the facilities and oIe rations author-

ized herein and of its compliance With the conditions hereot. 

The autb.~r1zat1on here~ granted shall lapse and become 

void it not exerc1sed Within one (1) year trom the date hereof un-

less turther time is gre:.nted 'by ~llbsequent order. 
The auth0r1t7 here1n granted shall become et~eetlve 

twenty day~ rram the date hereof. 

Dated at Sen F=ancisco, Cal1tc~1a, this /1 day 

or December, 1933. 

~~J1 
f//!/! ~ 

/ 


