Decision Noe P74 D

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of

JOEN GONNELLA, operator of the

OCCIDENTAL WATER WOrKS, for autlority Application No. 1l3l44.
to c¢harge meter rates and to have

existicg flat rates adjusted.

John Gomnella, for applicant.
EY THE COMMISSION:

OPIXNXION

Applicent herein serves water for domestic uses and
garden irrigation to some twenty-seven coosumers in and about
the unincorporated wown of Ocecidental, in Sonoma County, and
alleges that the present flat rates are not uniform end cannot

be equitably applied to the various clesses of use. Request

is made that the Commission fix Just arnd reasonmsable flat rates
and also establish @ schedule of cherges for measured service %o
prevent the present large waste oI water.

A pudblic hearing in this matter was held defore

Examiner MecXell at Occlidentale
The Oc¢ccidentel water system was installed origilnally

about forty yvears ago by M.C. Meeker who owned large tracts of

lend in the vicinity. Water came from a spring on Meeker's

ranch and was transoorted into towa by pipe line, the consumers

installing their owa connmecting service facilities. About tweniy

years ego, Meeker turned over the pipe lines 10 applicant Gomnella




with the understanding that the latter could use the spring on his
rench for & monthly rental (now ten dollars),l in return for which
he was to assume the duty and cbligation of supplying the community
with water. From the very beginning, water has been s0ld for com-
pensation to residen=s of Occidental dy the owner and/or operator

of this plant.

T™WO years ugo, many complaints were made ageinst the

inadequacy of the wauer supply and the generally worn-out condl-
tion of the meins. (onnella agreed with his consumers to repair
and improve the system and to apply to the Commission for estadb-
lisktment of a fair schedule of rates. Accordingly, the spring
was cleaned out, additional water developed, and a nine-thousand-
gallon concrete c¢istern installed at the souxce of supply. The
distribution malns have been repaired and improved witk a con-
siderable amourt of zew vipe with the result that the coasumers
are now satisfied witk the service bdeing renxdered. There are
5,200 feet of mains in the plant and 12,200 gallons of storage
available. The evidence shows thet the estimated original cos?
of the physical properties exclusive of the land upon which the
spring is located amounts to two thousend dolliars ($2,000) as
or Novembder 1, 1933

According vo the testimony, the revenues for 1932 were
two hundred thirty-ome dollars ($23L) znd the operating expenses

including depreciation two hundred twenty-three dollars ($223).

l. After the death of M.C. Meeker, applicant peld the monthly
water rental to the estate of sald M.C. Meeker, deceased, and
sow makes the payments to Miss Effie Meeker who succeeded by
inheritance to that particular parcel of learnd upon which the
.spring is located.




The rresext schedule of rates is all flat arnd ranges
Lrom Tifty cents (Soﬁ) 1o two dollars and fifty cents (4£2.50)
per monith. The rate& set out helow are more commensurate witk
the improved service now being furnished and the meter charges
should eneble the applicant t0 prevent unnecessary weaste of water
and at the seme time%provide e wiform mesns of properly assessing

the larger water users.

Applicatioﬂ heving deer made to the Rallroad Commission

as entitled sbove, a public hearing heving beer held thereon, the
matter having been sﬁbmitted and the Cormission now belng fully
advised in the premiies,

It is herefy found as & fect that the rates zow charged
by John Gonnella, in?so far as they differ from the rates herein

established, are unjust and unreasonable end the rates kerein

osteblished ere just amd reasomsble retes to be charged for the

service rendered, and,

Easing this; Order upon the foregolng statemont orf fact
end upon tae furtker kt&tements of fect contaired in the Opinion
which precedes thls Oﬁder,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that John Gomnmella be end he 18
bereby authorized andidirected 10 file with the Rallroad Commission,
witkin thirsy (30) da#s from the date of this Order, the following
schedule of rates rorzwater delivered to his consumers in and in
the vieinity of the t&wn 0% QOceidental, Sonome Cownty, Califoxrreia,

|
sald rates %o become effective for all service rendered subsequent

to the ?/04,( dﬁy o? Q«dﬂz/r,;rzfmxx y 1934«

d




FIAT RATES
For all useS-----cmccmrcmr e ———- cemmeeme=f] 00 per month
For garden irrigaticn, to be charged only

for months during which consumer irrigates,
per 100 square feet lrrigatelmmmcceccmececnacanem - .03

VETER RATES

Monthly Mipimum Charcges:

For 5/8~inch meter-m-mm—=- cmmmemmmmm—————————— S— S T
For 3/4-inch meter-~memeecncoeen —mermesmmcecace— e ————— 2.50
For l-inck meter-=-mma= cmememcammccene————— e m——— - 3.50

Bach of th: foregoing "Monthly Minimum Charges™
will extitle the consumer <o the guantity of
water whics that minimum monthly charge will
purchase at the following ™Monthly Quantity
Rates.™

Monthly Quantity Rates:

0 to 1,000 cuble feet, per 100 cubic feete-memmmce ~==$0.20
Next 1,000 cubic feet, per 100 cudbic fegt-remmec=-- --  Ll5
Next 3,000 cubic feet, per 100 cudbic feetwee-ommme—m- 210
All over 5,000 zubic feet, per 100 cublc feet-~--- —mme—— .08

A meter may de installed on any service at the
option of nitker the utility or tkhe consumere
In the event the utility installs the nmeter,
it shall be at the utllity's expense; where

a consumer demands & meter, & deposit may de
required upor the dasis of fifteen dollars
($15.00) for a 5/8-inch by 3/4-inch meter,
lerger sizes in like proporticz to thelir costs,
said deposit to de returned To the consumer
upon the dasis of c¢redit of rifly per cent
(50%) of ench mouthly water bill until the
entire deposit has been satisfied.

~0Q0-

IT IS HERENY FURTEER ORDERED that Jokn Gonmella be and
he is hereby directed to file with the Rallroad Commission, within

thirty (30) days frorn the date of thils Order, rules and regulations

governing relations with his consumers, sald rules and regulations

e




to become effective upon their acceptance for filing by thls
Commission.
For all ovher purposes, the effective date of this
Order shall be twen.y (20) days from and after the date hereof.
Dated at san Francisco, Californis, this £Z.. day

of Jenuery, 1934.

O[ /Ky.l_.ﬂ_.-.,«._.g <

A /4

4/ ALty AL (72
{ommisslioners.




