
BEFORE THE RA.ILRClAD C O!lMISSION OF THE STATE OF CAI.IFORNIA 

In the U.atter ot: the.i Application or 
~OBN GO~~, oper&tor ot the 
OCCIDENTAl. WATER WOr~, tor autllo1'1 ty 
to charge meter reo tE:S and to b.,ave 

) 
) 
} 
) Application No. 19144. 
) 
) existing tlat rates adjusted. 

-----------------------------) 
;·olm Gonnella, ~or applicant. 

BY THE CO~mISSION: 

Applicant hel'ein serves water tor domestic uses and 

garden irrigation to so~e twenty-seven consumers in and about 

the unincorporated ':own ot: Occidental, in Sonoma County, and 

alleges that the pl'csent flat rates are not unito~ and cannot 

be equitably applied to the various classes of use. Request 

i~ made that the Co~ission ~1x just and reasonsble ~lat rates 
and also establish a schedule of charge5 ror me~5ured eerv1ce to 
prevent the prezent large wa~te o~ water. 

A publiC hearing in this matter was held before 

Exami~er V~cKall at Occidental. 
Tho Occidental water system waB inatalled or1ginally 

about torty years ago by M.C. Meeker who owned large tracts ot 

land in the vicinity. Wate,r came trom a spring on Meeker's 

ranch and was trans,orted into town by pipe line, tne consumers 

installing their OWA connecting service facilities. About twenty 

years ago,. Meeker turned over the pipe lines to applicant Gonnella 
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wi th the understand1::lg tba t the lao tter could use the spring on his 

ranch ror ~l monthly 1'en tal (now ten dollars), 1 in return tor weich 

he was to assume the duty and obligatio~ ot supplying the community 

with water. From tht~ very beginning, water has 'been sold tor com-

pensat10n to residen~s or Occidental by the owner and/or operator 

ot this plant. 

TWo years ago, many complaints were :n:a.de against the 

inadequacy ot the wa t;er supply and. the generally worn-out condi-

tion ot the mains. C~nnella agreed with h1s consumers to repair 

and 1m:prove the syst~lm and to apply to the Commission tor estab-

lishment ot a tai= sehedule ot rates. Acco~d1ngly, the spring 

was cleaned out, addi.t10nal water developed, and a n1ne-thousand-

gallon concrete cistern installed at the source ot supply. The 

distribution mains have been repaired and improved with a con-

siderable a:lD.ount of I:,ew pipe wi th the reso.l t the. t the consumers 

are now satistied with the ~ervice being rendered. There are 

5,200 teet ·or mains in the plant and 12,200 gallons ot storage 

available. The evidence shows that the estimated original cost 

of the physical properties exclusive ot the land upon which the 

spring is located amollnts to two thousend dollars ($2,000) as 

ot November 1, 1933. 
According to the testimony, the revenues ~or 1932 were 

two hundred thirty-one dollars ($231) end t~e operating expenses 

including depreciatio::l two hundred twenty-three dollars ($223). 

1. Atter the death o:t M. C. Ueeker, app11c ant :paid. the monthly 
water rental to the e:state ot sa1d M.C. Meeker, deceased, and 
now :t:l.akes the payment,s to Miss Ettie Meeker W!:l.O succeeded by 
inheri tanee to tha t :p,;~rticular pp,rcel of lm:.cl upon which the 

.spring is located. 
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The ];:'ese:.t sc.c.eduJ.e or rates 1s all rlat and ranges 

trom. titty cents (50j:n to two dollars and !'1tty cents ($2 .. 50) 

per month. The:ra. te:;~ set out below are more commenso.ra te wi tb. 

the tmproved service:now be1ng rurnished and the meter charges 

shotlld enable the applicant to prevent u::.necessary waste of water 

and at the same ttoeiprovide a un1for~ ~eans ot properly assess1ng 

the l.arger wa tel' useJ,~s. 

ORDER 
~-.---

Applicat10I:; having been ::lade to the Railroad Comm1ssion 
, 

as entitled above, ~ 'public hearing hav1ng been held thereon, the 

me. tter hav1ng been stibm1 ttcd and the Cor::m1ss10Il now be1ng tully 

adv1sed in the :p~m1$esJ 

It 1s herel::y tour.d.. as a tact tlle,1i the reo tes ::,ow eharged 

by John Go:mella, 1n :so tar as they d1tte::- trom. the ::-ates herein 

established, are u::.ju'st and un:-easonable e.nd the rates herein 

established. are just ':and. reasonable rates to be charged tor the 
, 

$erv1ce rendered, and: 

Basing thiS: Orde:- upon the t'orego1ng :statement or ~C.Qt 

and upon the further ista temen ts of tact contained in the Opinion 

'Which precedes this O:rdel", 
I , 

IT IS ~Ir OP'!)ERED that J'ohn Gonnella. be an<! he is 
I 

hereby authorized and.: directed to tile with the Railroad COmmiss1on, 

Within th1rty (30) de;:rS 1':-0.::1 the date of this Order, the following 
• I schedule o~ rates tor,water delivered to his con=umers in and in 

i 
the vicinity of the tl)w:l of Oce1de:ltal, Sonoma County, californ1a, 

I 

said rates to become t:~rtect1 ve tor all service rendered subsequent 

to the 31d J 1934. 



FI.A.T RATES 

For all uses---------------------------------------$l.OO per month 

For garden 1rrige.t1c;n, to 'be charged only 
tor months dur1ngwh1eh eonsumer irrigates, 
per 100 square teet 1rr1gated-------------------- .03 

UETER RATES 

Monthly Minimum Charges: 

For S!8-ineh ~eter---------------------------------------$l.OO 
For 3!4-1nch J:.eter,---.-....... ----------...... -~-------- .. -------- 2.50 
For 1-1neh meter,-.. ~~ ... - ... ---------.... --------------------... 3.50 

Eaeh or th~ toregoin.s "1lonthly M1n~u::ll Charges" 
Will enti t l.e the consume:" to the quantity ot 
water wh1e.l the. t minimum monthly charge will 
p'ClI'ehase at the follom.ng "]!onthly o..uanti ty 
Rates." 

Mon thly Quan t1 ty Ra tl':!, : 

o to 1,000 cub:.lc teet, per 100 cubic teet------------$0.20 
Next 1,000 cub:,Lc teet, :per 100 Cllbic reet------------ .15 
Next 3,000 cllb:Lc teet, :p~er 100 cubic teet------------ .10 

Allover S,OOO :ub~Lc teet, p~~r 100 eu.bic teet------------ .08 

A ::neter :leo:,r 'be installed. on any service e. t the 
option of !~i t.l:.er the utility or the con~wner. 
In the event the uti11ty installs the J:leter, 
it shall bt~ at the uti11ty's expense; where 
a consumer de~nds a meter, a deposit may be 
required upon the basls of f1fteen dollars 
($15.00) t~)r a S/8-inch by SI4,-inch meter, 
larger 5i~~s in like proportion to the1r costs, 
sa1d depos:'~ t to 'be :'e turned to the conS\:lller 
upon the bas1s of credit of t1fty per cent 
(50%) 0": ench monthly water b111 unt1l the 
entire c.ep.)s1t h~s been sat1sf1ed. 

-000-

IT IS HERElIT FURTHER ORDERED that ~ohn Gonnella 'be and 

he 1s hereby directecL to t1le with the Ra11road Comm.1~sion, wi thin 

thirty (30) days trOll the date ot this Order, =u1es and regu.latioIlS 

governing relations '~th his consumers, said =ules and regulat10ns 



to become ettective upon their acceptance tor tiling by this 

Con:rm.1ss:i.on. 

For all o~;heI' purposes, the etteeti ve date or this 

Order shall be twen ';y (20) days from and atter the date hereot. 

Dated at san Francisco, Calitornia, t.b.is ""~&~" day 

ot January, 1934. 
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