
Decision NO. 

BEFORE TEE RAIlROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF C.AI.IFORNIA. 

In the Matter or the APplication or ) 
MENDOCINO COAST TRANSIT COr.~.ANY, a ) 
corporation, tor authority to dis- ) 
continue and abandon operation ot an ) APplication NO. 19~6. 
auto stage line tor the transporta- ) 
t10n ot passengers and their baggage, ) 
as a common carrier, tor compensation, ) 
betweon Cloverdale and Fort Bragg, ) 
California, and intermediate points. ) 

Sanborn and Roehl. by ir. H. Kessler. tor applicant. 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

OPINION 

Tho :Mendoc1no Coast Trans 1 t company, a corporation» 

has petitioned the Railroad CommiSSion tor authority to dis-

continue and abandon entirely its auto stage line tor ~he trans­

portation ot passengers and baggage between Cloverdale and Fort 

Bragg, ettect1ve not later than JUly 1, 1934.. 

A public hearing was held at Fort Bragg on v.arch 8. 

1934, by EXaminer Gea:ry and at this hearing the matter was sub­

mitted. 

This carrier·s services were commenced in the year 1928 

by authority or our Decision NO. 20318 in APplication NO. 14978, 

when approval was given ror the purchase by this applicant or ~e 

rights held by Allen and curtis bet.ee~ Cloverdale and Fort Bragg 

and the intermediate points, a distance between the terminals or 

as miles. the authority contained certain restrictions as to the 

carriage ot passengers and property between Cloverdale, Wendltng 

and the intermediate pOints, which restrictions were removed by 

O'tlr DeciSion No. 22601, J'une 30, 193O, and subsequent to this date 
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applicant has served all points between Cloverdale and Fort Bra~ 

Six exhibits were introduced at the hearing, presenting 

a complete picture ot the operations since 1928. The passenger 

revenue declined from $8,461.64 in 1928 to $2,478.16 in 1933, and 

the number or passengers carried decreased trom 2,456 in 1926 to 

1,063 in 1933. The decline in revenue and the number or passengers 

is attributable to the tact that practically allot the lumber 

mills, w1th the exception of the one located at Fort Bragg, have 

discontinued operations, and to the improved h1ghways permitting 

the more complete use ot privately owned passenger automobiles. 

At the present time, there are no active co~un1tiea capable ot 
supplying passenger revenue in the territory between Fort Bragg 

and Cloverdale. With the abandonment ot ~his serVice, the dis­

tricts will still have two routes in operation; a passenger bus 

serviee between Fort Bragg and Duncans Mllls via the coast Line 

Stages, and an all rail service through Willits Via the Cal1!orn1a 

Western Railroad and Navigation Company and the Northwestern 

Pacific Railroad. 

Applioant has been operating a united states mail 

service between Cloverdale and Elk 1n connection with this passen­

ger line Cloverdale to Fort Bragg and the tigures submitted ahow 

that without this mail contract the operations would have been 

tinancially tmposs1b1e. The contract has been lost to 80.0~t1ng . . 
contractor and when the present arrangement with the Federal 

Government expires, the passenger services cannot be continued. 

No objections have been reoe1ved trom the traveling 

public to the discontinuance or this serVice, although publicity 

was given to the application and that a public hearing would be 

held at Fort Bragg. It is apparent that there is not at this ttme 

any public convenience and necessity tor a cont1nuance of the 

passenger and baggage 3ervices. APplicant intends to continue to 

transport what little freight is ottered on separate trucks trom 
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the junotion points now be~ 5eryed by the mail oarr~ng vehicle •• 

We are of the opinion from this record that the Mendo­

cino Coast Transit Company, a corporation, should be authorized 

to discontinue the operation ot an automobile service ~or the 

transportation or passenger end baggage as a common carrier 

between Cloverdale and Fort Bragg and the intermediate points. 

ORDEH 

The Mendocino Coast Transit company, a corporation. 

having ~pp11ed tor authority to abandon its passenger and baggage 

=erv1cos between Cloverdale and Fort Bragg, a pub11c hoaring haT1ng 

been held and the matter having been duly subm1 toted and now being 

ready tor decision, 

IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that public convenience and 

necessity no longer require the operation o~ said services. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Mendocino Coast Transit 

Company, a corporation, be authorized, upon ten days' notice to the 

public and this Comc1ssion, to abandon services on its line tor 

the transportation ot pa8sengers and baggage between Cloverdale 

and Fort Bragg as described in the application an~ to cancel all 

rate~, taritts and schedules applying thereto. 

The ettect1ve date ot th1s order shall be twenty (20) 

da~ trom the date hereot. ~ .,- /"1'1;>-
Dated at san FranCiSCO, Calitorn1a, this ~v day or 

March, 1934. 

/~-.-". 
C0ltll::l1 ss 10ners '/ 
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